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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Friday 20th December 2019 – End of term.
School finishes at 3.15pm.

Monday 6th January 2020 – Teacher
Training Day (School closed to pupils)

Tuesday 7th January 2020 – Start of term (all
children back to school).

Dear Parents/Carers…
The children have had a very successful Autumn term and 

have worked with passion and enthusiasm! 

All of the children have taken part in assemblies and the 

Reception and Nursery nativities were a huge success.

Finally,  we would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas 

and we look forward to welcoming the children back into 

school on Tuesday 7th January 2020. 

Mrs J McGibney

Head Teacher
Music News

Choir have been busy the past few 

weeks attending different singing events 

with Mrs Criminisi. They have visited the 

Gilbert Richards Day Centre, Holbrooks 

Evangelical Church, Coventry Music 

Christmas Concert and UHCW. They 

have all had a brilliant time and enjoyed 

singing out in the community.

Sports News

Athletics Competition - Children from 

years 4, 5 and 6 took part in the Sports 

Hall Athletics competition on Tuesday 

3rd December and were group winners 

and are through to the next round.

Football – The girls football team took 

part in the 7-a-side area final on 

Saturday 7th December. They beat Pearl 

Hyde 3-0 and narrowly lost 2-0 to 

Ernesford Grange to finish runners up in 

the cup.

Fundraising News
On Friday 6th December 2019 we held our Christmas Fair at 

school to help raise funds towards buying new iPads for the 

children to use in school. We raised a fantastic £1400 

towards our £10,000.00 target. Thank you to everyone who 

helped out and supported this event.

Children in Need: To raise money for CIN this 

year children and staff came to school in 

their pyjamas or wore something yellow. 

We also held a design your own Pudsey 

and we had some fantastic entries. We 

managed to raise a total of £571 . 

Thank you to everyone who took part.

Christmas Jumper Day: We held our Christmas 

Jumper Day on Wednesday 11th December we 

managed to raise £384 to go to the ‘Save the 

Children’ appeal.

MESSAGES FROM THE ADMIN TEAM
• Just a reminder that dinner money is now £2.20 a day

and should be paid in advance. If your child would

like to change to either school meals or packed

lunches, please ensure to let the office know.

• Please could you make sure to clearly label all items

of school clothing, water bottles, lunch boxes etc. to

keep them from getting misplaced.

Parking
The safest option when dropping off, or picking up, your 

child is to park away from the school and take a short 

walk to the gates.

If you must park near to the school, and space is limited, 
please keep the following rules in mind:

- Do not park on zig-zag lines or keep clear markings

- Do not park across dropped kerbs or drives

- Do not park on footpaths

- Do not stop to drop kids off in the centre of the road

- Do not block access gates - emergency vehicles may 
need to access the school site

- Always abide by the restriction signs - park only in 

permitted areas

- Please park safely and be considerate of children and 

residents by not causing an obstruction.

IMPORTANT INFO
We currently have a child in school with 

severe allergies to NUTS and GINGER

please could all parents and carers work 

with the school and ensure that NO food 

items containing or state that they ‘may 

contain’ these products are sent into 
school.  



ATTENDANCE

I am pleased to say that there are 242 children 

receiving certificates for 100% attendance this term!  

284 children will receive their 2nd badge for 100% 

attendance in the 2nd half of the Autumn Term 

From 02.09.19 to 13.12.19

We would like to thanks parents for their continued 

support regarding their children’s attendance.

I hope everyone has a lovely Christmas and a well-

earned rest; returning to school in the New Year 

fighting fit and ready to learn on Tuesday 7th January 

2020.2020!

PUNCTUALITY

We are still noticing several children are arriving 

late: during and after registration in the 

morning. Pupils who are constantly late are 

disrupting not only their own education but also 

that of others. Where persistent lateness gives 

cause for concern further action may be taken.

Being late gives your child a very poor start to 

the day.

It can make your child feel different, flustered 

and embarrassed.

Being late makes it difficult for your child to 

settle and learn to the best of their ability.

As a parent, you are responsible for making sure 

that your child attends school regularly and 

that they are on time every day! Please ensure 

you have arrived in time for when the doors are 

opened as follows: 

Early Years, ESC, Years 1 & 2 doors open at 

8.45am and children are invited into school.

Years 4, 5 & 6 - Teachers collect pupils from the 

playground at 8.50am.

All pupils are expected to be in school for 

registration at 8.55am.

Late Collections

Please ensure that you are on time each day to 

collect your child/children from their allocated 

collection place. We have noticed that a 

number of children are still at school well past 

3.15pm and this can be upsetting for children if 

parents/carer’s have not arrived on time.

SAFEGUARDING, ATTENDANCE & 

WELFARE OFFICERS

As part of our School Liaison support, Ms Morris 

and Ms Caswell are available each morning from 

8.30am for parents and carers to have a quick 

chat about any concerns regarding attendance 

or any other issues that you may be facing. We 

can arrange meetings to discuss things further in a 

confidential and impartial setting and we are able 

to offer a variety of support as required; such as 

parenting courses (perhaps to help with behaviour 

issues), School Nursing Service referrals (poor 

behaviour, poor sleep patterns, toileting issues, 

weight/dietary concerns and emotional 

wellbeing), counselling and lots more. 

Please do not hesitate to contact us; we are here 

to help and support our families.

Parents can also contact our Family Hubs for 

support.

Our local Family HUB is ‘Pathways’ (Radford). A 

family hub is a place where children, young 

people and their families can go when in need of 

help or support for a whole range of issues. The 

staff there are very friendly and it was a very 

welcoming environment. Further information about 

the hub can be found on our parent notice board, 

online at www.coventry.gov.uk/familyhubs and 
you can also find them on Facebook. 

REMEMBER TO FOLLOW OUR TWITTER ACCOUNT 

@whitmore_park

SCHOOL GATEWAY

Whitmore Park is working towards becoming a 

paperless and cashless school. We need all 

parents to download the school gateway app as 

this will enable easier communication between 

parents/carer and the school. It also saves the 

school money and is better for the environment. If 

you change your email address please contact 

the office and advise them as soon as possible. If 

you are receiving a paper copy of this letter this 

means that we do not hold a valid email for you. If 

you have an email please contact the office and 

advise them of this. 

Why should you download School Gateway:

• All communications will be sent via e-mail or text 

messaging. There will also be a copy of all letters 

on the website. If you haven’t got an email then 

paper copies will still be sent home. Copies of 

letters will also be available through the main 

office. 

• Parents/carers will have easy access to relevant 

information, which means no more letters lost or 

lying in the bottom of a school bag. Letters will 

also be available on the school website. 

• Any event that requires a permission slip or other 

response, will be sent out by paper copy to the 

eldest sibling in the family. 

• School Comms/Gateway will be our first method 

of reaching parents, so it is important that your 

contact information is kept ‘up-to-date’. Please 

ensure that the school office has all your current 

contact details, especially your current mobile 

phone number and email address. Please 

advise us immediately if any of these change. 

• We would like to encourage you to download 

the School Gateway/School Comms App, as 

any communication we send to you will be 

completely free. Currently around 35% of our 

families are using this app, but the more it is 

used, the bigger the savings will be for the 

school. 

• Parents/carers are able to make payments for 

uniform, clubs, dinner money and trips as we 

are working towards becoming a cashless and 

paperless school.

http://www.coventry.gov.uk/familyhubs

