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Message from Mrs McGibney

I hope that you and your families continue to stay safe and well during what I know is a very

difficult and challenging time for everyone and that you were able to enjoy some of the sunshine

over the last couple of weeks.

Using Oxford Reading Buddy and Other Online Resources

Just to make you aware, as a new venture, Oxford Reading Buddy has been experiencing some glitches. This is

entirely to do with issues at their end and nothing to do with the school's subscription or the children's

personalised logins. If you attempt to log into Oxford Reading Buddy and it doesn't work the best thing to do is try

it on another device or try again later. Unfortunately, there isn't much else that can be done, however please

continue to access any other reading at home - magazines, comics, recipes etc. and there are several other

online resources such as on amazon prime that you can be reading as well. Stay safe and happy reading!

If you are using any Home Tutoring online services, may we remind you to ensure that they are from a reputable

organisation/individual who can provide evidence that they are safe and can be trusted to have access to

children.



Learning at Home

Learning at home is tricky and new for everyone! Our key message to you is, don’t panic and worry that you

are not doing enough or the right thing. You have amazing children and they have amazing and supportive

parents/carers! Everyone will have highs and lows and we are all on a steep learning curve. Every family

situation is different – there is no right way of doing learning at home.

There will be a lot of challenges along the way and you have probably met lots of them already including:

getting used to new and very different routines, shopping taking longer, working from home accompanied by

your children and spending time online keeping in touch and sorting out problems. Added to this, you are

contending with learning from home with a lack of resources and time!

We appreciate that there are lots of social media groups organised for parents and the support you are giving

each other is a vital cog in keeping everyone connected and can help and give you ideas. A health warning

though; please don’t think that the photographs and fantastic work everyone else is doing is better than you

and your child is doing– it isn’t! Celebrate and use the ideas to support, but don’t think you have to do the

same!

Below are some tips and ideas that may help. Not all will be relevant for you and it is not a list of things that you

must do!

Home Learning Help…

Routines

Getting some sort of routine together can be a great help and may prove to be good for keeping up morale

and maintaining mental well-being. Providing some structure to the day can help give a degree of normality

and take the stress out of not knowing what is coming next in the day. However, you should not feel it is

necessary to run a school day - a school timetabled day will probably not work! Routines will be different for

every family.

A couple of home learning sessions in the morning (with breaks) may be enough. This will then leave the

afternoon for play, a walk, reading, iPad or TV time or carrying on with an independent project that your child is

eager to work on.

Repeating activities within your routine is good for memory and helping your child retain new learning; so don’t

think you have to move on quickly and complete everything every week.

Building some kind of physical activity into your routine will help - indoors or out. There are lots of online sessions,

but you can always create your own e.g. dance to your favourite songs, create a circuit (e.g.10 jumps, 1

minute running on the spot) or sing a nursery rhyme and create some actions.

Home Learning Tasks

When you choose the activity from the weekly plan, be sure that you know what you want your child to

achieve from it. You may decide you want to make it shorter or adapt the idea to support your own child in the

time you have and with the resources that you have at home.

Keep learning sessions short. 15 to 20 minutes learning 1 to 1 is very intense for young children and once you

sense them switching off , have a break or change what you are doing.

Use what you have to make learning practical. At school we call using hands on resources “concrete” learning.

Learning with real objects to hold, manipulate, count and order is a very important part of learning. There are

many resources at home that will do the same job as the equipment we use at school. For example counting

materials could be Lego, stock cubes, cutlery, bottle tops, toy cars, toys, food, pasta, leaves, petals, pebbles

etc.

Do not to worry if you cannot complete a task together. Concentrate on the things you can help with. When

school resumes, we will not presume that your child has made a certain amount of progress or learnt new skills

during the shutdown. Rather, we will be trying, as much as possible, to pick up where we left off and support

children.

Am I Doing Enough/Too Much?

You know your child. Often parents will instinctively know what seems right but this is new for everyone. It is

important to remember that families have not chosen to home school, but rather your child is learning from

home with you temporarily. There are no rules around this. Every parent will have different commitments,

timetables and you need to make it work so that you and your child can be happy and safe. Doing too much

may prove counterproductive and create tension- especially when, in this difficult time, maintaining a child's

morale and mental health is so important.



Keeping on top of your Child’s Mental Health

Coventry and Warwickshire Partnership NHS Trust (CWPT) want to support you during the difficult times we are

facing due to the Covid 19 situation. To do this we have developed a 24 hour 7 day a week telephone Advice

Helpline run by qualified mental health clinicians to be there for you to contact when you need.

We want to be there for you to support and give advice, to work with you to feel more able to be in control of

your emotions and manage the distress you are feeling together with you.

Children and Young Peoples Specialist Mental Health service in CWPT have with the current crisis team

worked together to develop a CYP response that will allow us to support you 24 hours 7 days a week and

where needed continue to support you within the Rise Mental Health and Emotional Wellbeing service directly

for Children and Young People.

Contact details 
If you are calling between the hours of 8am and 8 pm please call Childrens Crisis Team at Whitestone on:

024 7664 1799

If you are calling between the hours of 8pm and 8 am please call Coventry Crisis team Crisis team:

024 7693 8000

What to expect when you call:

• The mental health clinician who you speak to will want to know about you and will ask you some questions to

help understand your feelings and emotions. They are doing this to help understand how to best help you

and make sure that they get the right support for you.

• Listening to you is so important and hearing your voice in terms of what you are experiencing, the feelings

and the situation.

• We may ask you about your family and the adults who are able to also support you or be part of your

coping plan. This may mean we need to speak to an adult in your house as well but we will do this with you.

• At times we may need to call you back to offer ongoing support and advice to do this we will need to have

a contact number.

• We also may need to think with you about other agencies that can support you but we will talk these

suggestions through with you and or the adults you feel able to involve.

• Most importantly we want to be able to offer advice and support over the phone as you need it to prevent

a crisis feeling becoming too overwhelming.

As well as our 24 hour 7 day a week phone advice helpline we have also been working hard to provide

resources on line to provide more direct advice and guidance.

We acknowledge that these Covid 19 times are presenting challenges for all of us and we want to make sure

that we are reaching out to you all - children and young people, parents, career’s and families.

On the Rise website you will find a wealth of up to date links, advice, guidance and support to help support

during these times.

No Access to or Limited Internet Access

Online learning is now part of our children’s world, but we can learn without it! You may have to share

technology, it may break, the internet may go down. If this is the case there are alternatives you can access.

• Commencing on 20 April, the start of the summer term for most children, BBC Bitesize Daily will deliver a

tailored day of learning. If you have Smart TV, you can access the BBC Bitesize Daily on your TV. This

comprehensive package is aimed at minimising disruption to children’s education and providing routine in

these challenging times. Don’t worry if you watch them more than once! It is fine to repeat a programme -

watching something more than once will help your child learn and remember information.

• Reading a book or a story together. A daily read together is important, but again do not worry if it doesn’t

happen every day. Look back over a week and celebrate what you have read together and what your

child has read independently. There are lots of stories on line and children's drama series and films are stories

too!

• Don’t forget to play games e.g. board games, card games, garden games. Give your child plenty of games

to play and opportunities to use their imagination on their own during the day. This is all part of learning and

watching them and seeing where their imaginations take them, can help you use their interests to spark

learning and conversations.

• If you are not able to access work online and you still have work to complete from the learning pack sent

home before Easter, you could carry on with this.

We are continually reviewing the Home Learning and will be sending out a new survey next week.

We hope that some of the information has been useful and/ or reassuring. There are lots of ideas for home

learning on our website in the year group pages. However we would like to stress that they are only suggestions

and not meant to overload you.



Nursery

Hello boys and girls,

I hope that you all had a fun Easter holiday. I have brought a new book that I am looking forward to reading to

you. It is called "Say Hi to Hedgehogs" It tells us lots of things about hedgehogs. Why don't you ask a grown up

to help you look for hedgehogs on the internet. See if you can find out what they like to eat and what they use

to make their nests.

I hope to see all of your lovely smiley faces soon.

Love Mrs McShane

Year 1

We hope you had a fantastic Easter and enjoyed some of the lovely sunshine! Thank you to those of you who

have uploaded work to Seesaw, it is lovely to see what you have been up to and keep in contact with each

other. Here are some more ideas that you might like to try out:

• Read a story to your teacher and upload the video to Seesaw. We miss hearing you read!

• Make a tally of how many people or cars go past your house.

• Count the steps from your bedroom to your front door or any other room. Which is the furthest?

• When out on a walk, what signs of spring/ summer or mini beasts do you see?

• How many birds and butterflies can you see from your window? Maybe you would like to research what

type they are and let your teacher know what you saw!

Take care, stay home and stay safe!

Year One Team

Class Teacher Messages…

Year 2

We hope you all had a lovely Easter and ate lots of yummy Easter eggs! We have really enjoyed looking at

your work on Seesaw. Your creativity over Easter has really impressed us. Please keep up the fab work J.

As well as completing challenges from the home learning sheets, you could also:

• Search for BBC Bitesize and complete an online lesson on an area of your choice.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/tags/z7s22sg/year-2-and-p3-lessons/1

• Search for Harry Potter at home and read some fun articles or complete some quizzes and puzzles.

https://www.wizardingworld.com/collections/harry-potter-at-home

• Create a time capsule full of memories so you can look back and remember this time in years to come.

Things you could do for your time capsule are:

o Write a letter to yourselves. Include your age, friends, favourite TV show, book, song etc. Write

about what’s going on in the world. Explain how you feel. Talk about what you would like to be

when you grow up and five things you would like to do when you are an adult.

o Draw a picture of your family as they are now.

o Take some photos of today.

We look forward to responding to your work on Seesaw!

Reception

Hello Reception Children!

I hope you all had a lovely Easter with lots of yummy chocolate! We can’t wait to hear all about what you’ve

been getting up to while you’re safe at home.

You’ll find lots of ideas for home learning in your home learning projects that have been e-mailed out. Just do

what you can – as long as you are doing just a little bit of reading, writing and number work each day your

teachers will be very proud of you and I’m sure Mummies and Daddies are too!

We really do miss each and every one of you and cannot wait until it is safe enough to see you all again.

We’re sending you all a virtual hug! Take care everyone and stay safe.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/tags/z7s22sg/year-2-and-p3-lessons/1
https://www.wizardingworld.com/collections/harry-potter-at-home


Year 5

Hello everybody, we all hope you and your families are well and safe.

We are really enjoying looking at the work you are completing and uploading onto Seesaw. If you find it easier,

take photos of your work and upload these. We really want to encourage you to send us more work on

Seesaw so we can see what fantastic progress you are making.

Remember to use the weekly learning projects so you know which work to complete each week.

Mrs Walsh, Mr McCormick, Miss Weale, Mrs Akhtar and Mrs Boksh.

Year 6

We hope both you and your families managed to have chance to relax during your Easter break and that you

managed to (safely!) enjoy the weather. We couldn’t believe the amount of Seesaw posts that were waiting

for us when we open the app on Monday morning! Remember – this week’s home learning theme is Family,

and we are really looking forward to the work that is produced and uploaded to Seesaw for us to see. There’s

lots to sink your teeth into and chance to really question those family members that you’re in lockdown with for

your family history. Daily maths challenges are also being posted so keep your eyes open for those!

All of the Year 6 team are working closely with secondary schools to organise transition arrangements for the

next academic year. It’s an exciting time, but still very uncertain as we are not yet sure when we will be

returning to ‘normal’ schooling. Once we have more details, we will pass these on via email.

Stay safe everyone.

Class Teacher Messages…

Year 4

We hope you and your families had a well-deserved rest and enjoyed the glorious sunshine! This week, we have

been thoroughly amazed with how quickly lots of you have settled back into the learning projects that have

been set and we look forward to seeing more of you uploading to Seesaw if possible.

This week, the home learning project topic has been Family and we have seen some creative learning taking

place from family trees to stories being created. If you haven’t already done so upload your work to Seesaw so

we can see the fabulous learning taking place! Remember we hope you are all continuing to learn in these

different times but also remembering to have fun, try something you haven’t before and taking time out for

yourselves.

If you would like something to comfort, entertain or inspire you, why not choose to read a poem or even a short

story from ‘The Book of Hopes’ as it is dedicated to doctors, nurses, carers, porters, cleaners and everyone

currently working in hospitals. The collection is free and available online and has been contributed to by over

100 famous authors and illustrators.

We hope that you, your families and friends are all well, healthy and safe. Please know that we are all missing

teaching you and cannot wait to be back at school together!

Year 3

We hope you had a lovely, relaxing Easter break. As we enter the Summer term, we will be setting work on

Seesaw everyday. Our learning project this week is 'My Family' and you have a range of tasks to complete.

Your tasks can be completed on Seesaw or on a piece of paper and uploaded as a picture to Seesaw

instead.

Maths will be uploaded in the morning by your teachers and the answers will be uploaded in the afternoon.

https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-3/

BBC bitesize are also doing mini lessons on a range of topics everyday so check it out!

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/tags/zmyxxyc/year-3-and-p4-lessons

Please remember to keep on using Oxford Reading Buddy, Purple Mash and TT Rockstars.

It has been lovely seeing all of your hard work already so keep it up!

https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-3/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/tags/zmyxxyc/year-3-and-p4-lessons


A Message from the Inclusion Team

We hope you are all keeping safe during the school closures. We wanted to let you know that we are still here 

to support our families during this time. We have created a new email address so that parent/carers can 

contact the Inclusion team with any questions, concerns or worries they may have. 

The Inclusion Team consists of members of the Safeguarding, Attendance & Welfare Team (Ms Amanda Morris, 

Miss Louise Caswell & Miss Chloe Keeling) and the School SENCOs (Mrs Anita Heer & Miss Sam Carney). This 

email is private and will only be accessed by these staff members. The email address is 

familywelfare@whitmorepark.org We will respond to your email as quickly as possible. Please note, general 

queries not relating to Welfare type issues should still be directed to the admin@whitmorepark.org email 

address. 

Family Hub Support

A family hub is a place where children, young people and their families can go when in

need of help and support. The people working in the family hub will work in partnership

with you and your community. They will help you find and get help from different

services in the area and will be able to give you information, advice and support

There will be a range of services available. Some will be available only to those who

have the greatest needs but there will also be services available to any family, child or

young person who needs them (for example, baby health clinics and adult education

classes).

Services offered by the Hub include:

 Support for young people aged 11 to 19 (targeted youth support work)

 Family support which may be offered within the home

 Support to children with special educational needs and their families

 A range of child and family health activities including baby wellbeing clinic and C-Card distribution points

 Parenting support

 Support with managing finances and getting back into work or training

You can contact the Family Hub between 8.30 – 5.00 Mon-Thurs and 8.30 – 4.30 on Fridays (unfortunately, due to

the current situation with the COVID-19 pandemic, you are unable to visit the hub at this time but can still
contact them by phone or contact school who can liaise with the Hub on your behalf). Please take time to have

a look at their facebook page as this is updated regularly with tips, advice and useful information including

various support services across the city.

Pathways Family Hub

Radford Primary School

Lawrence Saunders Road

Radford

Coventry

CV6 1HD

Tel; 02476 978130

https://www.facebook.com/pathwaysfamilyhub

https://twitter.com/hubsfamily

Our School Nursing Team Health focused websites

Coventry School Nurses have launched two new websites, one aimed at children and another tailored towards

teenagers:

www.healthforkids.co.uk offers a fun way for children to learn about health with games, activities and quizzes.

www.healthforteens.co.uk hosts videos and webchats as well as articles to educate teenagers on a range of

health topics such as contraception, mental health, drugs and alcohol.

Chat Health texting service Chat health is a free service that enables 11-18 year olds across Coventry to send

confidential SMS text messages to School Nurses who will provide impartial advice and support. The number to

text is 07507 331949.

Parent Advice Parents can call the School Nurses between 8.30am -16.30pm, Monday to Friday on 02475189190

to discuss any child health concerns they may have.

For advice and support from your school nurse please text "Chat Health" on 07507 329114 9am-5pm Monday to

Friday. If your child is unwell please call your GP or call 111. For medical emergencies ring 999.

https://www.facebook.com/pathwaysfamilyhub
https://twitter.com/hubsfamily
http://www.healthforkids.co.uk/
http://www.healthforteens.co.uk/

