
Message from Mrs McGibney

Dear Parents/Carers,

I hope you all had an enjoyable half term and had an opportunity to make the most of getting out

and about before the start of our second national lockdown. As we move through the next few

weeks, we are aware that there will be limited opportunities for the children to take part in their usual

activities in the evenings and at the weekend. Therefore, in school in school we hope to engage the

children in interesting and exciting learning and to present them with as many opportunities as

possible to have first hand experiences and to utilise technology as much as possible. Where children

are isolating, we are delighted that the majority of them are accessing their learning on a daily basis.

We want all of our children to have a good learning experience whilst they are at home. Teachers

and support staff will continue to help them to move forwards through daily contact.

I would like to thank all parents and carers for helping us to help their children. Our Whitmore Park

school community will get through this together! I hope you have a good weekend.

Mrs McGibney

Whitmore Park Newsletter Issue 07

06th November 2020

Reading – Author Virtual Visit

Health and Safety

What are the symptoms of coronavirus?

One, or more, of the following:

High temperature – this means feeling hot to touch on the chest or back

New, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24 

hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual)

Loss of change to smell or taste – meaning not being able to smell or taste anything or things smell or taste 

different to normal

What should I do if my child has these symptoms?

If your child (or anyone who lives in the same household as your child) has any of these symptoms, you:

Must not send your child (or any children in your household) to school. If your child develops these symptoms 

whilst at school, they will be sent home

Inform the school as soon as possible

Get a test for your child (and any of your household who have these symptoms)

Make sure that your child self-isolates straight-away: Stay at home and stay at home - easy read

All household contacts should also isolate

For more information please visit the following link: 

https://www.coventry.gov.uk/downloads/file/33987/coronavirus_covid-19_-_information_for_parents_or_carers

Parking
Please can we also remind parents/carers that the car park is for staff use only and blue badge holders. When 

parking out on the road please park considerately. Please not park across our neighbours' drives or drive onto 

the pavement, putting pedestrians in potential danger and restricting their access.

This Weeks Assembly

This weeks assembly was about Children in Need.

This week, the children at Whitmore Park were extremely fortunate to have a live author 

visit from Elys Dolan. As a school, we are promoting reading and reading for pleasure 

and it was a delight to see all the children thoroughly engaged. Elys Dolan read a book 

to the classes and then working alongside the children she taught them how to draw 

one of her characters. She was impressed with the quality of drawings and we hope this 

will inspire some budding illustrators within our school. Children who submitted their 

entries for the 'superhero animal' competition also found out who came first and she said 

it was a difficult choice to make as there were so many wonderful entries. Well done to 

Simran from 1 Beta for winning the competition and she will receive a signed book with 

an illustration from Elys. The children also had lots of their questions answered and were 

fascinated by how Elys is both a writer and illustrator. We hope that the author visit will 

continue to inspire our children at Whitmore to become lifelong readers and would like 

to remind parents/carers in ensuring their child is reading five times a week.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/906663/20203007_Easy_read_household_isolation_v3.1.pdf
https://www.coventry.gov.uk/downloads/file/33987/coronavirus_covid-19_-_information_for_parents_or_carers


Nursery

Dear Parents,

I hope that you have all had a very happy and safe half term holiday. I am very pleased to say that the children 

have all settled back into Nursery well. This week we have been looking closely at the Autumn leaves. We also 

had lots of fun today when we discovered ice in the garden. Next week we will continue with our nature theme 

and learn about sticks. We will be building dens, mark making and completing lots of number work all with sticks.

Mrs McShane

Year 1

We had a very exciting start to the week with our Humanities launch morning! Our topic for this term is Transport and the 
children had a good look at car parts and some real cars too! We have started to explore how cars have changed 
since the first car was made to cars that are made today. They did a fantastic job of ordering some cars by their age.
To match our new Transport topic, this week in English we have started reading Mrs Armitage on Wheels. The children 
have enjoyed pretending to be on a bike with 3 horns and writing some fantastic sentences about the story so far. We 

are really impressed with how hard they are working and how much their handwriting has improved so thank you for 
your support at home with their homework. It is all starting to pay off!
In Maths, we have started to revisit subtraction. The children have been using counters and the crossing out method 
to solve subtraction problems.
Thank you for all your continued support and a huge well done to all the children for working so hard this week!
Mrs Ellis (Year 1 Leader), Miss Skidmore and Mrs Nolan

Class Teacher Messages…

Year 2

Welcome back to another fun filled half term in Year 2. This week we have seen the launch of our new Humanities and English 
topics all around The legend of Lady Godiva. The children have already learnt what it was like to live during the times she was 
alive and will continue to learn about what she did to help the people of Coventry including her famous ride! During our Maths 
we are beginning to look at dividing a number by 10 using counters and drawing methods.
Mrs Dankaro (Year 2 Leader),Mrs Corbett and Miss DeAraujo

Reception

We hope you all had lovely half-term holidays. We've had a fantastic week back at school with lots of learning!
In phonics this week the children have learned the sounds for the letters j, v, y and w. Please see the corresponding pictures 
and phrases below in order to support your child with their letter formation at home:

j - Jack in a box - "down the body and curl, dot the head“
v - vulture - "down a wing, up a wing"
y - yak - "down a horn, up a horn, under the yak's chin"

w - worm - "down, up, down, up the worm"

In Numeracy, learning has centred around the number six. We have counted forwards and backwards, touch counted 
carefully, explored the composition of the number six (for example - one and five make six) and have practised subitising
(recognising amounts without counting) by playing games using dice.
Seal Six from Ten Town can help us to remember how to form the numeral correctly. Seal six is very cheeky and splashes King 
One six times. The rhyming phrase we say to help us remember the formation is "Slide down his tail, curl under his nose, nearly 
there so strike a pose!"

The Reception teachers have begun to use Seesaw this half-term in order to be able to share with you a little of your child's 
learning in school. Please make sure that you log on to Seesaw using the home learning codes that were sent home so that 
you can see photos of some of your child's learning in school. If you have any problems please speak to your child's class 
teacher. You are welcome to like the photos and also write comments if you wish.

The children really enjoyed listening to the story 'Super Snail' by the author Elys Dolan (via Zoom) on Thursday morning. They 
drew their own super animals prior to her reading the story - there were some fantastic imaginative ideas!

Reading books have now been sent home with every child. Please try and practise their reading every day if you can. 
Reading often, for a short amount of time, will see the most significant amounts of progress. We expect children to read at 
least 5 times per week. Reading books will be changed on Mondays so please can you ensure that reading folders are in 
school on Mondays - thank you.
In addition to the practise of reading the words, please also encourage your child to retell the story in their own words through 
looking at the detail in the pictures. Also, ask your child lots of questions about every page to improve their understanding of
the story or what they have read. For example... "Why do you think he/she did that?", "Where is the character?", "What do you
think is going to happen next?“

On Monday (9th November), we will be going on a little Autumn walk around the school grounds to observe the changes that 
are beginning to happen to our school environment. As the grass may be wet, and possibly a little muddy, please can you 
ensure that your child is wearing sensible shoes appropriate for this walk. They may bring wellies to change into on Monday if 
you wish (please send them in a carrier bag).

If you have any questions, then please do not hesitate to speak to your child's class teacher. Thank you for your continued 
support.

Miss Ridgway (Early Years Leader),  Miss Blower and Miss Mosey



Year 3

The children have settled in really well since half term and have worked hard throughout the week.

On Monday, we had a Stone Age day as part of our Humanities curriculum. We found out that the 

Stone Age started around 3 million years ago! The children made their own cave paintings using chalk 

and charcoal. We also foraged around the school grounds looking for food to gather such as fruit, 

berries and mushrooms. The children really enjoyed a virtual visit from the children's author Elys Dolan 

who read her newest book and showed them how to draw Super Snail.

We have continued subtracting with renaming in Maths and we have started reading Fantastic Mr 

Fox in English.

Miss Khan (Year 3 Leader), Miss Chapman and Mr James

Year 6

The children came back into school after their half term brilliantly this week, showing real resilience at 

the news of the second lockdown. They had a launch afternoon for their new Crime and Punishment 

topic exploring ye olde torture methods (a gory task that they all loved!) and what crimes would 

receive which punishments. This links with our new English text 'Holes' by Louis Sachar, which is a 

fantastic story about a boy wrongly sent to a detention centre for a crime he didn't commit. We'll be 

exploring the justice system and have managed to secure the Magistrates for a visit to recreate 

court proceedings and host a mock trial. We're thrilled with how well the children are engaging with 

the book, and can't wait to get to the end! Try and stop them watching the film until we've finished 

the book if you can!

We're opening CGP book orders this Friday (6th November) to allow you to purchase revision books 

for extra SATs practise. All information will be emailed to you and a video has been produced to 

provide more information - this will be on the website tomorrow for you all to watch. If you have any 

questions, please send a message to your child's teacher on ClassDojo.

Thanks for your continued support.

Mr Payne (Assistant Head and Year 6 Leader), Miss Wherly and Miss Shoker

Class Teacher Messages…

Year 4

Year 4 have had a brilliant first week back at school and have settled back in amazingly! They started 

the week off with their Ancient Egyptians launch morning as they will be learning about Ancient 

Egyptians in history this half term. They had the opportunity to explore hieroglyphs and then write their 

names in hieroglyphs, find out about Egyptian Gods, ask questions they would like to find the answers 

to about Egyptians and start to learn about this civilisation ready for their visitor next week! Year 4 also 

thoroughly enjoyed the online author visit especially where they got to draw along with the author, 

we hope to see some budding illustrators! Can we remind all parents and carers to ensure children 

are reading five times a week as it is such a fundamental skill. We look forward to seeing the children 

dressed up as Egyptians next week and know it will be a fantastic opportunity for their learning!

Miss Khan (Year 4 Leader), Miss Cox and Mr Grafton

Year 5

Our first week back after half-term started with the launch of our Humanities topic based on World 

War 2 including the Coventry Blitz. The children enjoyed looking at the artefacts including gas masks, 

ration books, photographs and evacuee packs. The children also listened to accounts of 

eyewitnesses and were shocked at the devastation caused during The Coventry Blitz.

In our English lessons, children have been reading the wartime book Letters from the Lighthouse and 

have been learning about the features of a play script, including using drama techniques to develop 

their understanding.

In Maths, the focus has been on multiplying numbers using a formal written method. The children have 

also been given time to practise their times table facts on the TT Rockstar app. Please encourage your 

child to practise at home. The app is free to download and your child's account has been funded by 

the school.

The children have been earning plenty of Dojo points, which you can access via your child's account. 

It means a lot to the children to know you are able to see all of the positive points they have earned. 

Thank you for all your support. Take care.

Mr McCormick (Assistant Head and Year 5 leader), Mrs Walsh and Mrs Collins



A Message from the Inclusion Team

Ms Morris, Miss Caswell and Miss Keeling are available each morning from 8.30am for 
parents and carers to have a quick chat about any concerns regarding attendance or any 
other issues that you may be facing. Ms Morris and Miss Caswell are out on the playground 

each morning if you need to speak to us, alternatively, we can arrange a telephone 
appointment or meeting to discuss things with you. You can also contact us on our welfare 

email address at family.welfare@whitmorepark.org

Messages from Admin

Flu Nasal Spray
Children in Reception to Year 6 will be able to have their flu nasal spray in school this year 

on Friday 20th November. All parents have been sent an e-consent via email.
If you have any problems with the e-consent form please call the school office and you 

can collect a paper form. 
All consent must be made by Wednesday 11th November.

All nasal sprays will be done by the School Nursing team who will be following government 
guidance and will be allocated individual ‘bubbles’ to work with.

Pre-Ordering School Meals – New app!
We are asking all parents to pre order their child’s lunches for the week ahead including 

those who have a packed lunch from home. This means that the school kitchen will know in 
advance what they need to prepare. 

If the child has a debt against their name they will be unable to have a school meal 
booked for them.

School meals for children in Years 3-6 cost £11.00 per week and this must be paid on a 
Monday.

Children’s Health Checks in School

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the School Nursing Team were not able to complete the 
Hearing or Height & Weight Checks with our Reception children of 2019/2020 (children now 
in year 1). They are unsure when they will complete these tests as the team are not in 
schools at the moment and are waiting for further guidance. We have sent a letter out to 
all of our year 1 parents from the School Nursing team giving information and advice, if you 
would like a paper copy of this letter, please inform Miss Caswell, Safeguarding, 
Attendance & Welfare Officer.  

mailto:family.welfare@whitmorepark.org


Dates for your Diary

Thursday 12th November – Year 4 Egyptian visitor
Friday 20th November – Nasal flu spray (Rec-Year 6)

Friday 18th December – Last day of Autumn Term

Children’s Boot Fund Charity

Parents or guardians who find themselves in need 
of help may be able to have support from the 
Children’s Boot Fund charity to purchase a pair of 
school shoes for their child. If you are struggling 
and need support, please feel free to contact a 
member of the welfare team who will be able to 
talk to you further about an application.

Positive Parenting

The Positive Parenting Team organises and co-ordinates Parenting Programmes in Coventry for all parents, 

carers, grandparents, foster carers, connected persons and for those with a Special Guardianship Order.

The Parenting Programmes provide a wide range of support for Coventry families. This may be for families 

planning who are experiencing no difficulties, to families who are experiencing day to day difficulties with 

relationships, behaviours, feelings and confidence.

This support is available through Seminars and Groups Including:

Positive Parenting Team

Family Links Antenatal Programme

Family Links Nurturing Programme

Triple P Group and Teen Programme

Triple P Stepping Stones Programme

Living with Confidence

Triple P seminars

Parents can refer themselves to the above groups via the methods below. All programmes are free and there is 

crèche support for some group programmes. 

Coventry City Council

PO Box 15

Council House

Coventry

CV1 5RR

Freephone 0800 4346127

Email: parenting@coventry.gov.uk

Tel: 024 7678 6949

Food Bank

We know that anyone can find themselves at crisis point for a number of different 

reasons.  The Coventry Food Bank work with schools and other agencies to support 

families. If you feel you are struggling to put food on the table, please contact a 

member of the Welfare Team to discuss your situation, we may be able to support 

you with a foodbank voucher that you can exchange for a minimum of three days 

of emergency food at your nearest foodbank centre.


