
Message from Mrs McGibney

Dear Parents/Carers,

We have had another great week in school with all of our wonderful children who have been

working hard and engaging in the learning. The children have enjoyed their ‘Let’s Get Reading’

afternoon, been inspired to read new books and we have had lots of requests to purchase their book

recommendations to share with their class. I hope that you have found the new online booking

system for parent meetings easy to use and that you will have a valuable conversation with your

child’s class teacher about how your child has settled back at school and their academic progress.

As the weather starts to turn colder, please ensure that your child is sent into school with a named

coat and an extra layer for outdoor PE. I hope you all have a lovely weekend. Mrs McGibney
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Health and Safety – Park Smart
A message from the Senior Travel Safety Officer at Coventry City Council

Show you care and park elsewhere!
The issue of parking around schools and close to school entrances/exits is not a new problem. However, with the 
increase in the number of cars on our roads and the potential for more congestion around schools there are concerns 
for the safety of parents, children and other road users.
Following recent parking issues outside of Whitmore Park Primary School, we are asking parents to think carefully about 
where they park their vehicles when dropping off and collecting their children. If parents can keep the areas around 
school clear it will provide better visibility for those who are crossing the road to get to school. Please consider the 
following points:

 Do you need to travel by car? Is the school close enough to walk?
 If you are able to walk to school with your children there are many benefits. It's far healthier and it also gives you a 

great opportunity to teach them vital road safety skills.
 If you do need to travel by car consider parking away from the school entrance and walking the last 5-10 minutes.
 Please don't park on the zig-zag school keep clear markings, these are to keep the area clear to enable pedestrians 

to cross safely. You could also be given a parking fine for parking here.
 Make sure that you keep away from the School Crossing Patrol. Large numbers of people cross at this point and it is 

vital that the School Crossing Patrol has good visibility and that this area is kept as safe as possible.
 Avoid parking on the opposite side to the zig-zag markings
 Please don't park on the pavement (you might be making it very difficult for other parents walking to school with 

prams and buggies) or within 10 metres of a junction, as parking here can restrict visibility for all road users.
 The majority of people parking outside the school gate are parents dropping their children off. Please remember that 

it's not just your child attending school and all pupils at the school should be able to travel to school as safely as 
possible.

To make the area outside school safer every parent/guardian transporting their child by car needs to actively 
participate – show you care and park elsewhere!

Please remember safety on the road is everyone's responsibility.

This week most of the children have participated in an exciting reading afternoon. During this 
afternoon, the children were able to show books from home with the rest of the class; they were 
able to recommend books they have read from the library and took part in other interesting 
activities such as creating vlogs and participating in drama activities related to books children 
have enjoyed. 
This week we have seen the arrival of the Travelling Book Fair. Some children have been to visit it 
already and some will be attending next week. The book fair is an amazing way to not only get 
books for your children but help raise some funds to put extra books within the classrooms. There 
are plenty of books available from 2 - 10 years, so something for everyone. In previous years, the 
children have really loved having the book fair and we hope this time will be no different. An 
email went out on Monday to show how you can support from an appropriate social distance! 
Get Reading! Over the weekend, see if you can introduce a childhood favourite of yours to your 
children and perhaps they will suggest it to their teacher to purchase for the class!
We cannot wait. Love what you read, read what you love!

Class Dojo

It has been great to connect with parents using the Class Dojo app, which is free to download. The

app enables you to see the points your child earns in school, so you can see how well they

contributing in school. The app also enables parents and teachers to securely send messages about

your child. Teachers can use the app to send helpful reminders about homework; tell you how well

your child is doing and generally keep you informed about anything we feel you would want to know.

The app enables you to send helpful messages to the class teacher e.g. my child really enjoyed her

David Walliams book, is there another David Walliams book in school she could read? Each child from

Year 1 up to Year 6 has been given a passcode so you can securely access their account. If you

haven't yet signed up to the app, we will send another passcode home with your child.



Nursery

We have had a very busy week in Nursery. The children enjoy being outside whatever the weather brings. We 

do have facilities in Nursery to store wellingtons if you would like to bring some along. This ensures that your 

child will always be able to access the garden. We have been having a tricky time at the end of the day 

making sure that your child goes home with the correct jumper, bag and coat. Please could you help us by 

ensuring that you child's name is written upon their belongings. Thank you.

Thank you for your continued support in helping us to settle your children.

Have a lovely week.

Mrs McShane

Year 1

This week, Year One have continued reading 'Oi Dog' which they have found hilarious. We have been using 

the book to practise saying sentences and then writing them ensuring we have used our capital letters, finger 

spaces and full stops. In Maths, we have been learning about number bonds and telling number stories. They 

have been introduced to part whole diagrams too!

In our Science lessons, they have continued our Materials topics and have been learning to identify wood, 

glass, rock, metal and plastic. They have used this knowledge to design a pirate ship after investigating which 

material would make the best ship.

They continue to impress us with how hard they are working and how well they are adapting to Year One life.

Have a fabulous weekend and remember to read at least 5 times this week!

Mrs Ellis (Year 1 Leader), Miss Skidmore and Mrs Nolan

Class Teacher Messages…

Year 2

Although the weather has been slightly more gloomy this week, we have been keeping upbeat with the 

introduction of our new book ‘The Sea Monster’ by Chris Wormell. This beautifully illustrated book shows the 

journey of the somewhat misunderstood sea monster and the children have really enjoyed reading the first half 

even if we did leave off on a cliff hanger. Despite the temperamental weather, we have been able to 

continue with the daily mile and the children have enjoyed completing the laps while having time to socialise 

with their classmates, teachers and learning support staff. In RHE, we have been thinking about choices and 

how these choices can sometimes lead to rewards and sanctions. The children have enjoyed talking to us 

about what rewards they like and what being part of the class means to them.

As always, we are very proud.

Mrs Dankaro (Year 2 Leader),Mrs Corbett and Miss DeAraujo

Reception

Well done to all Reception children for their hard work the last two weeks. They have been busy learning more 

sounds in their Read, Write Inc lessons. The pictures below will show you how they have been learning to form 

the letters correctly when writing...

t - down the tower, across the tower".

i - down the insect and dot the head".

n - down Nobby and over the net".

p - down the pirates plait and around his face".

Can you practise writing these letters at home?

In Numeracy, children have been learning how to form the numbers 1, and 2 correctly, with the help of the 

characters King One and Tommy Two who are from Ten Town.

To form the number One, we say "from top to toe, there you go!".

To form the number Two, we say "Hands round to knees, then straight across please". Tommy Two is this shape 

because he helps King One to do his shoelaces up.

Thelma Three sometimes makes the wrong choices, she took three of King One's jam tarts. To help us 

remember how to form number three we say "over one hand, over the next, stop and think which choice is 

best!".

Can you practise forming these numbers at home?

Please can you encourage your child at home to be independent with putting their coats and jumpers on. This 

will then enable the children to be more independent at school if they can complete these tasks themselves. 

Thank you for your support.

If you have any questions, then please arrange to speak to your child's class teacher.

Miss Ridgway (Early Years Leader),  Miss Blower and Mrs Woodall



Year 3

We are so pleased with year 3 and how well they are adapting to the learning and 
independence in the upper part of the school. We have started a new topic in Science 
learning about Light. The children enjoyed finding reflective objects in the classroom using 
torches and recording their findings. We have also started reading a book in English called 
The Pirate Cruncher and the children have thoroughly enjoyed exploring the book and the 
hunt for treasure. They have written a diary about being a stowaway and are now writing 
a character description
Miss Khan (Year 3 Leader), Miss Chapman and Mr James

Year 6

This week, Year 6 have been introduced to and given their logins for Showbie. Showbie is our new online 

learning platform which will be replacing SeeSaw in situations where children are isolating at home but still 

need access to the work that children are doing in school. The children have loved getting used to all of the 

tools that the platform offers, and we look forward to you getting an insight into their learning at home. It is a 

web-based platform, meaning you should get access on any device by opening your browser and going 

to www.showbie.com (there is an iPad app available which you’re welcome to download, though this offers 

no additional functionality). We’ve tested the website on Android, Apple, Amazon and Chromebook devices 

to ensure everyone can access our content, but if there are any issues at home, just let us know so we can 

rectify. We will be setting homework on Showbie this week to practise using it, though paper copies will be 

available to those that need. We can’t wait to see all of the homework in digital form – no more lost 

worksheets!

The theme for this weeks RHE has been ‘Goals’ and almost all of the children have expressed how well they 

want to do on the SATs tests at the end of the year. To make sure we all can achieve this, Year 6 need to 

ensure they are coming in to school ready to learn with the right attitudes. With your help, we want to drive 

home the importance that respect plays within school for both their peers and all members of staff – it makes 

for a much more purposeful learning environment and allows us to work together with the children to achieve 

our common goal. Our aim is to make this year’s cohort model members of our community, using excuse mes, 

pleases and thank yous just as you would expect at home.

It’s getting colder as we head towards winter and children need to have jumpers and coats in school. We 

have to ventilate the rooms by leaving the windows open, so lots of layers are necessary! Can we also remind 

children that, although they are great for your reassurance, mobile phones need to go away when children 

get on to the school site. Children should not be taking photos or using their phones whilst waiting to enter 

school. Your child’s teacher will collect their phone and store them safely until the end of the day where they 

can be turned off until the child leaves the site at home time. Thank you for your cooperation with this.

Mr Payne (Assistant Head and Year 6 Leader), Miss Wherly and Miss Shoker

Class Teacher Messages…

Year 4

This week in Year 4, children have worked exceptionally hard and created their own non-traditional 

tales based on the book we have been studying in English. The children have shown real 

dedication to their writing and we could not be prouder as we thoroughly enjoyed reading their 

tales. In Science, Year 4 have been excited to carry out experiments investigating evaporation, the 

classrooms got messy with water, but they enjoyed finding out where water will evaporate the 

quickest. In their second lesson, children were extremely excited to investigate melting solids as 

there was chocolate involved! They have also been making lots of book recommendations for our 

class libraries as the children enjoyed an afternoon celebrating reading.

Miss Khan (Year 4 Leader), Miss Cox and Mr Grafton

Year 5

Children in school, and those working from home, have had another excellent week. In English, children have 

been applying their retrieval and deduction skills to develop themselves as reading detectives. In Maths, 

children have deepened their understanding of adding and subtracting 5 and 6 digit numbers with greater 

accuracy. Learning about their rights and responsibilities in their Relationships and Health Education lesson, has 

been a highlight of the week. The children were able to understand the barriers they may face here in the UK 

and the barriers children in other countries may face when trying to fulfil their potential in school. It was a 

pleasure to hear their views.

Mr McCormick (Assistant Head and Year 5 leader), Mrs Walsh and Mrs Collins

http://www.showbie.com/


A Message from the Inclusion Team

As part of our Welfare support, Ms Morris, Miss Caswell and Miss Keeling are available each morning from 

8.30am for parents and carers to have a quick chat about any concerns regarding attendance or any other 

issues that you may be facing. Ms Morris and Miss Caswell are on the playground each morning if you need to 

speak to us, alternatively, we can arrange a telephone appointment or meeting to discuss things with you. You 

can also contact us on our welfare email address at family.welfare@whitmorepark.org

We have included some useful information below on some of the things we can help with, you are able to 

contact the agencies yourself however, we are more than happy to have a chat and support you.  

We have noticed that some children are using their mobile phones on the playground in the morning to take 

selfies/photos. Please can parents and carers speak to their children about this and ask them not to take 

selfies/photos. This is a safeguarding and GDPR (General Data Protection Regulation) issue as other pupils, 

parents or carers may be seen on the selfies/photos being taken.

Messages from Admin

Lost Property - We have checked through lost property and we have returned any named 
items back to the children. Could all parents check at home to see if your child has bought 

home any uniform that doesn’t belong to them, if so please could this be returned to 
school. Please ensure all uniform is named so therefore it can easily be returned to the child 

if lost.

School Gateway – If you haven’t already downloaded the school gateway app please do 
this! This will allow you to send messages directly to the school office and you are able to 

pay for uniform and school meals.

Parking – The school car park is for staff and blue badge holders only. If you have a blue 
badge please ensure that you bring it in to the school office to be photocopied so that we 

have a record of it. Thank you.

Pre-Ordering School Meals – New app!
From Monday 2nd November after half term, we will be asking all parents to pre order their 
child’s lunches for the week ahead including those who have a packed lunch from home. 
In the meantime we must ensure that all outstanding dinner money debts are cleared.  So 
please ensure that if your child has school meals in years 3-6 that all there meals are paid 

for up to date. 
If the child has a debt against their name they will be unable to have a school meal 

booked for them.
School meals for children in Years 3-6 cost £11.00 per week and this must be paid on a 

Monday.
Look out for a letter with more information!

Secondary School Applications

Secondary School Applications - Year 6 children have taken home an important leaflet about choosing a 

secondary school for September 2020. Applications need to be in by Wednesday 31st October 2020.

You can apply online at www.coventry.gov.uk/admissions

Please be aware that there is a high number of applications moving through to Secondary school in the city at 

the current time. This means there will be more demand for places and we strongly advise you complete three 

choices on your applications and you complete by the deadline above.



Young Carers

Young carers are people aged between 5 and 18 years old who have a responsibility for looking after or helping someone 
else to look after a person who has a disability, a long term illness, mental health illness, autism, ADHD or someone addicted 
to drugs or alcohol. That person could be the child’s mum, dad, brother, sister, grandparent or even a close friend or 
neighbour.

As a young carer, they may help by going shopping, cooking, cleaning, making sure the person they care for takes 
their medicine, talking and listening to them when they are not very happy, look after their brothers and sisters or anything 
else that helps at home.

Young Carers can help the child by listening to them when they want to talk, giving them information and advice, arrange 
trips and activities to give them a break from their caring responsibilities and support them through any troubles they may 
have in school (if the problems are because you are caring for someone).

You can contact Young Carers directly on: 

Young Carers Services
Penny Collard Centre
Fleet Street
Coventry
CV1 3AY
024 7610 1040
07885 460882
youngcarers@carerstrusthofe.org.uk

Positive Parenting

The Positive Parenting Team organises and co-ordinates Parenting Programmes in Coventry for all parents, carers, 
grandparents, foster carers, connected persons and for those with a Special Guardianship Order.

The Parenting Programmes provide a wide range of support for Coventry families. This may be for families planning who are 
experiencing no difficulties, to families who are experiencing day to day difficulties with relationships, behaviours, feelings 
and confidence.

This support is available through Seminars and Groups Including:

Positive Parenting Team
Family Links Antenatal Programme
Family Links Nurturing Programme
Triple P Group and Teen Programme
Triple P Stepping Stones Programme
Living with Confidence
Triple P seminars

Parents can refer themselves to the above groups via the methods below. All programmes are free and there is crèche 
support for some group programmes. 

Coventry City Council                                                                  Freephone 0800 4346127
PO Box 15                                                                                       Tel: 024 7678 6949
Council House                                                                               Email: parenting@coventry.gov.uk
Coventry
CV1 5RR

Family Hub Support
A family hub is a place where children, young people and their families can go when in need of help and support. The 
people working in the family hub will work in partnership with you and your community. They will help you find and get help 
from different services in the area and will be able to give you information, advice and support.

There will be a range of services available. Some will be available only to those who have the greatest needs but there will 
also be services available to any family, child or young person who needs them (for example, baby health clinics and adult 
education classes).

Services offered by the Hub include: 
 Support for young people aged 11 to 19 (targeted youth support work)
 Family support which may be offered within the home
 Support to children with special educational needs and their families
 A range of child and family health activities including baby wellbeing clinic and C-Card distribution points
 Parenting support

 Support with managing finances and getting back into work or training

Getting help from a family hub is simple. You can walk in during opening times which are 8.30 – 5.00 Mon-Thurs and 8.30 – 4.30 
Fridays. You can telephone, or we can refer you. Please take time to have a look at their facebook or Twitter page.
Pathways Family Hub                                            https://www.facebook.com/pathwaysfamilyhub
Radford Primary School                                        https://twitter.com/hubsfamily
Lawrence Saunders Road
Radford, Coventry
CV6 1HD
Tel: 02476 978130

mailto:youngcarers@carerstrusthofe.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/pathwaysfamilyhub

