
Message from Mrs McGibney

Dear Parents/Carers,

Thank you to all our parents and carers for the support in ensuring that their children are in school,

well equipped and ready for their learning.

We are currently working on our Remote Education plan which will be available w/c 28th September

for any children who are self isolating or in quarantine. In the meantime, we will send work home to

any families in those circumstances.

The children have had a great week in school and I hope you all have a wonderful weekend.
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Health and Safety

Firstly, we would like to say a big thank you for your cooperation at the start and end of the day.   We hope you will agree 
that the system is now working very well.  Our aim is to keep you and your children safe, so please adhere to the following 
guidelines:

• DO NOT send your child to school if they have any of the following symptoms: a new continuous cough or a high 
temperature or has a loss of, or change in, their normal sense of taste or smell.  If they have any of these symptoms, 
please follow the guidelines from the link below:  
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/906663/20203007
_Easy_read_household_isolation_v3.1.pdf

• Please do not arrive more than 5 minutes before the class start time, where possible (we understand that you may have 
more than one child to drop off).

• Only one adult should be on the school site with your child. This enables us to reduce the number of adults on site at 
any time.

• Please adhere to the 2 metre distancing at all times. If you are not keeping to social distancing, you may be approached 
by the staff member on duty.

• You can keep up to date with Government guidelines at https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus .

Daily Mile

The children at Whitmore Park have joined the Daily mile community this week! The Daily mile is a physical activity that 
aims to improve children’s health and wellbeing. Children can walk or jog at their own pace outside in the fresh air with the
weather being a benefit rather than a barrier. Its social, non – competitive and most importantly fun. It takes place for 15 
minutes during the morning and most children average a mile or more each day. The Daily mile will be done every day and 
children walk or jog in their school uniform so no kit or changing time is needed. Each year group has a specific time they 
can use their track to ensure we maintain our year group bubbles and keep children safe. We hope this will help improve all 
of the children’s resilience, self – esteem, determination and health by taking part in the Daily mile. 

Reading

At Whitmore Park, we have always believed reading is one of the most important skills that children will gain here. Because 
of this, reading is one of the key drivers for the wider curriculum and we will ensure reading has a high profile across the 
school. For this reason, we expect children to read at home at least 5 times a week. This can be short 10 minute bursts of 
reading and the children can read anything they like (even comics and magazines). In school, all children will be having daily 
reading lessons and we will ensure children have the chance to read across the curriculum in other subjects too. Also, we 
would like to say a huge well done to all of the children who completed the summer reading challenge over the holidays. It 
has been fantastic to see all of the different books the children have chosen to read. Well done children and keep up the 
fantastic start to reading!

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/906663/20203007_Easy_read_household_isolation_v3.1.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus


Curriculum

We would like to share with you how we are adapting our curriculum to support the children’s learning on their 
return to school. 
We are focusing on reading across the school, both in lessons and reading for pleasure. Children will read in all 
lessons across the curriculum and reading will be a driver for progress, catch-up and giving access to the whole 
curriculum. Our younger children will be catching up on phonics lessons to ensure that they have a good start to 
the reading curriculum.
Each class has a super high quality book with the theme of friendship or hope which they will base their learning 
around for the first few weeks.

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3

Harris was a very small hare with 
very big feet. 'Why do I have such 
enormous feet, Grandad?' Harris 
sighed. So Grandad shows Harris 
how to hop high into the sky, to 
climb to the tops of the mountains, 
and to run very fast. Harris not only 
learns about the world around him 
but also the importance of finding 
his own feet.

Journey is a picture book which 
shows a girl who at first feels very 
isolated. She then creates a world of 
her own and eventually finds a 
friend who is like her. This book can 
help you to promote discussion 
about being at home away from 
friends. Explores themes of rejoining 
society and coping mechanisms.

Leon and his family visit the circus 
and this story is about where magic 
takes him. He goes on an amazing 
journey in between two worlds and 
teaches the reader you can go 
anywhere if you believe. The themes 
to explore include belief in yourself 
and others, trust and relationships.

Year 4 Year 5 Year 6

Tomas discovers a tree in his 
Grandad's garden and what he 
thinks to be fruit turns out to be a 
dragon. The book explores the 
friendship between Tomas and the 
dragons, how he looks after them 
and how friendship can help 
overcome obstacles. Themes to 
explore include friendship, trust and 
hope.

This book is relatable for our 
children as the characters are going 
through a big change in their lives. It 
has strong friendships and role 
models in the story.  There can be 
interesting discussions about foes 
and differing opinions. It also is set 
during WW2 which will be a good 
introduction to humanities.

Thrown overboard, Michael (the 
MC) is washed up and isolated on a 
remote island with little hope of 
survival.  As the story progresses, his 
hope returns and he forms a 
friendship with the one other 
inhabitant of the island, overcoming 
language barriers and hardship for 
survival.

Our other main lessons will be  Maths, Art, physical and mental well-being. Therefore, each class will have 2 PE lessons a 
week and we will complete the ‘Daily Mile’ (which the children are really enjoying!). 
Children will spend time settling in, getting used to new routines, re-establishing relationships and friendships. Our Personal,
Social and Health Education (PHSE) theme for this half term is ‘Being Me in My World’ where the children learn about 
following the rules in school, building relationships in class and around the school.
W/c 28th September, we will launch our History and Geography themes with a ‘Wow’ morning to hook the children into their 
new learning. We will also start our Science topics during this half term.
In line with the Department for Education guidance our aims for the curriculum are:

To provide an ambitious, broad and balanced curriculum for all pupils
To provide a clear focus for the curriculum on Early Reading, (phonics/RWI) Reading across the school and across the 
curriculum, maths and writing skills, mental and physical well-being. 
To aim for all pupils to ‘catch up’ which means be back on track by Summer 2021
To provide an effective programme of intervention to address: Academic, SEND and Wellbeing needs. 
To provide remote education which is integrated into school curriculum planning 


