
Message from Mrs McGibney

Dear Parents/Carers,

On Wednesday we marked the Remembrance Day with a two-minute silence, which was brilliantly

observed by all children and staff at school. We have had a fantastic day supporting Children in

Need. The children have had some fun and spent some time exercising for the same amount of

time as their age. The children looked wonderful in their spots and we will inform you next week of the

monies raised. We hope they take some time over the weekend to colour their Pudsey masks and put

an entry into the competition. We hope all our families celebrating Diwali have a lovely time with their

families even within the current circumstances. I wish everybody a good weekend.

Mrs McGibney
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Reading

Health and Safety

This Week’s Assembly

This week's whole school assembly reflected on the importance of Remembrance Day.

At Whitmore Park, we believe reading is a life long skill that underpins our 
curriculum. We would also like to encourage a love of reading so that our 
children become life long readers. We would like to say a massive thank 
you to parents and carers for supporting the book fair before half term as 
we raised over £600 to be spent on books. The books chosen will be given 
as part of our reading prizes but also to classes for their libraries so that 
children are exposed to a variety of genres, authors and texts. This year, we 
expect children to read a minimum of five times a week and complete 
activities in their reading journals. Please remind children that if they read a 
great book, comic or ebook then they can recommend it to their teacher 
or their peers to keep the talk of books going within our school!



Nursery

Dear Parents,

This week in Nursery we have been looking closely at sticks. We began our week by reading the story "Stick Man" 

by Julia Donaldson. You can watch a video of "Stick Man" on BBC IPlayer . We had lots of fun down in the 

wooded area of the school grounds collecting different sized sticks. We are going to make wands. We also have 

a stick family in our small world area. The stick "people" are all different sizes, and all have different expressions on 

their faces. There is so much learning to do with sticks, but we need to hurry up so that we can experience 

exciting new things next week.

Have a good week.
Mrs McShane

Year 1

This week in English, we have continued to read Mrs Armitage on Wheels. The children have really enjoyed the 

story as she attaches lots of extras to her bike. However, all does not go to plan and she ends up crashing and 

resorting to using roller skates instead! The children have had some fabulous ideas about the book and written 

some fantastic sentences.

In Maths, we have continued practicing subtracting and telling some superb subtraction stories.

In Humanities, we continued our Transport topic and looked at how cars have changed and why. We thought 

about making a car 100 years ago and today. We role played making a car by hand and using robots to help 

us!

Thank you for your continued support!

Mrs Ellis (Year 1 Leader), Miss Skidmore and Mrs Nolan

Class Teacher Messages…

Year 2

This week we have been learning all about Lady Godiva and what she did to help the people of Coventry in the 

Anglo- Saxon times. The children have been retelling the story and thinking about what life could have been like 

had they been alive then. Most children agreed that they would much prefer to live with all of their technology! 

In science, we have been looking at materials and their properties. We have been testing to see whether 

different materials are waterproof or not and which materials would be best to make a suit for diving in water. 

Another successful week!

Mrs Dankaro (Year 2 Leader),Mrs Corbett and Miss DeAraujo

Reception

The Reception children have had a super fun week. On Monday we went on a little walk around the school 

grounds to observe the seasonal changes that are occurring within our environment. We collected different 

leaves to look at closely in the classroom - we found so many different colours! In the classrooms we have been 

creating lots of different repeating patterns using a variety of resources and also some amazing rockets in the 

creative areas! In our phonics lessons we have learned the following sounds:

The following phrases will help the children to remember how to write the sounds correctly:

th - "Thank you said the princess to the horse" (The horse rescues a princess who is stuck at the top of the tower)

z - zip "Zig zag zig"

ch - "ch ch ch choo!" (The caterpillar's tiny hairs make the horse sneeze)

qu - queen "round her head, down her hair and remember the flick" (The queen never leaves the house without 

her umbrella).

In Numeracy, the children have been learning about number 7. We have completed lots of activities around this 

number such as counting, ordering numbers and looking at the composition of number 7 (for example, six plus 

one more makes seven altogether). The character 'Sir Seven' from Ten Town helps us to remember the formation 

of the number 7. He bows down to King One and we say "across his back, down to his feet, take your time and 

keep it neat!" (see picture above).

Please ensure that you have logged onto Seesaw so that you are able to see photos of some of your child's 

learning in school. If you have misplaced your child's log-in details, please speak to your child's class teacher and 

we can send them out again. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to speak to your child's class 

teacher.

Miss Ridgway (Early Years Leader),  Miss Blower and Miss Mosey



Year 3

This week we've done some brilliant learning in school. We have continued reading Fantastic Mr Fox in 

English and the children have really enjoyed diving deeper into the book. In Maths we are coming still 

looking at addition and subtraction and the children are building on their knowledge each week to 

solve trickier questions. The children have been really engaged in their Humanities lessons, learning 

about the Stone Age. Interestingly, we have researched Skara Brae, the ancient Stone Age site 

located in the Orkney Islands.

In their two PE sessions, the Year 3 children have been focusing on Gymnastics and Ball Skills.

Miss Khan (Year 3 Leader), Miss Chapman and Mr James

Year 6

Hopefully you've heard, but we've got new iPads in Year 6 and we've been using them quite a bit in 

a whole range of subjects! We've been doing some online quizzes, practising using Showbie and 

even using them to edit our work. There's lots of things planned for them over the coming weeks so 

be sure to ask your children what they've been up to! We've also had new play equipment for each 

Year 6 class, meaning there's loads of activities going on at lunchtime (which is a helpful energy 

release whilst their evening sports clubs are postponed!).

We've continued with the book Holes in our English lessons and the children are absolutely hooked! 

They love the style of writing and are engaging really well - we should see some fantastic informal 

letter writing from them over the next few days and we'll be able to put some up on ClassDojo to 

show you all too when it's finished. In Science, we've been studying Charles Darwin and his theory of 

evolution; we've planned an experiment to test out different adaptation of bird beaks for different 

foods and we'll be sure to share the pictures with you next week as we complete it!

Stay safe.

Mr Payne (Assistant Head and Year 6 Leader), Miss Wherly and Miss Shoker

Class Teacher Messages…

Year 4

This week, Year 4 have been working extremely hard on their knowledge of multiplication in 
maths lessons and applying their times tables to problems. They have worked hard to use their 6,7 
and 9 times tables in lessons. Year 4 have started their new book in English called 'I was there 
Tutankhamun's tomb' and are eager to learn about the discovery of Tutankhamun's tomb, there 
have been many interesting conversations held about what they think happened. As a year 
group, we are extremely excited for our Egyptian visitor next week and look forward to all the 
learning that will take place and seeing the children's costumes. We continue to encourage 
children to read at home and it has been pleasing to see the number of children engrossed in 
the recommended reads.
Miss Khan (Year 4 Leader), Miss Cox and Mr Grafton

Year 5

As part of Remembrance, children took the time to reflect on the sacrifice made by soldiers from all races, 

creeds and faiths was important for the year group and our community. The children were especially thoughtful 

as they appreciate the local impact war has had on Coventry, especially during The Blitz. Children shared the 

experiences of family member who were alive during the war and those family members who have or are still 

serving in the armed forces.

This week we have been watching clips from the film Goodnight Mr Tom and have been learning how to write 

parts of the movie as a play script. Although the film is relatively old, the children have insisted they would like to 

watch the full movie, so we are going to arrange for the children to watch it across a number of lunchtimes 

before children go outside to play.

Mathematics has been really challenging this week as the children have been learning to multiply three digit 

numbers by two digit numbers. It can be quite daunting when first learning how to do this; however, the children 

have shown their determination and have made good progress. One of the key messages we share with the 

children is the importance of being resilient and to face challenges positively, so it gives us as their teachers great 

pride to see them put this into action. We look forward to welcoming back 5Gamma to the school next week 

and would like to thank all parents for the support you give your children at home. it makes a huge difference.

Mr McCormick (Assistant Head and Year 5 leader), Mrs Walsh and Mrs Collins



A Message from the Inclusion Team

Ms Morris, Miss Caswell and Miss Keeling are available each morning 
from 8.30am for parents and carers to have a quick chat about any 

concerns they may have. Please give us a call if there is anything you 
need support with, alternatively you can contact us via our welfare 

email address at family.welfare@whitmorepark.org

Messages from Admin

Flu Nasal Spray

Children in Reception to Year 6 will be able to have their flu nasal spray in school 

this year on Friday 20th November. 

If you haven’t been able to complete the online form or do not wish for your child 

to take part, please complete a form available in the school office by 3.30pm on 

Monday 16th November.

All nasal sprays will be done by the School Nursing team who will be following 

government guidance and will be allocated individual ‘bubbles’ to work with.

Scholastic Book Club

Our new Scholastic Book Club is up and running! Go 

to https://schools.scholastic.co.uk/whitmore-cv6/digital-book-club to browse the 

latest books and order online. For every £1 you spend on this month’s Book 

Club, our school will earn 20p in Scholastic Rewards.

Please place your order online by November 27th, 2020.

Children’s Health Checks in School

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the School Nursing Team were not able to complete the 
Hearing or Height & Weight Checks with our Reception children of 2019/2020 (children now 
in year 1). They are unsure when they will complete these tests as the team are not in 
schools at the moment and are waiting for further guidance. We have sent a letter out to 
all of our year 1 parents from the School Nursing team giving information and advice, if you 
would like a paper copy of this letter, please inform Miss Caswell, Safeguarding, 
Attendance & Welfare Officer.  

https://schools.scholastic.co.uk/whitmore-cv6/digital-book-club


Dates for your Diary

Thursday 19th November – Year 4 Egyptian visitor

Friday 20th November – Nasal flu spray (Rec-Year 6)

Friday 18th December – Last day of Autumn Term

Children’s Boot Fund Charity

Parents or guardians who find themselves in need of help may 
be able to have support from the Children’s Boot Fund charity to 
purchase a pair of school shoes for their child. If you are 
struggling and need support, please feel free to contact a 
member of the welfare team who will be able to talk to you 
further about an application.

Donations Needed

Now the winter is fast approaching, we are asking our parents/carers for donations of any 
unwanted children's or adults coats they may have.

There are people out there in our community that are in need of a coat for their child or 
themselves and we want to help.

If you have any coats that you no longer need then please pop them into school in a 
plastic bag for the attention of the Welfare Team (we kindly ask that coats are washed 

before they are handed in).

Food Bank

We know that anyone can find themselves at crisis point for a number of different 

reasons.  The Coventry Food Bank work with schools and other agencies to support 

families. If you feel you are struggling to put food on the table, please contact a 

member of the Welfare Team to discuss your situation, we may be able to support 

you with a foodbank voucher that you can exchange for a minimum of three days 

of emergency food at your nearest foodbank centre.

British Stammering Association 

Did you know that there is a British Stammering Association? If you have concerns about 
your child's speech, you may wish to talk a look at the following website:
https://stamma.org

There is information about what Stammering is and how you can help someone who 
experiences stammering.

There is no need to join or donate, just click the three lines next to the word "Shop" to 
explore the site.

https://stamma.org/

