
Message from Mrs McGibney

Dear Parents/Carers,

I can’t believe we are nearly at the end of the first half term. The children have had a 

fantastic few weeks re-engaging with their learning and spending time with their friends in 

their classes. The children who are working remotely at home have also been determined 

to continue with their learning and we have been delighted with their dedication and 

commitment. Thank you to all of the parents and carers who have supported them at this 

challenging time.

Thank you to the parents who have already had their telephone conversation with class 

teachers, if you haven’t had a conversation teachers will be contacting you this week.

Please remember that Friday the 23rd of October is a teacher training day.

I hope you all have a good week

Mrs McGibney
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Reading

Health and Safety

COVID-19 update 

Once again we would like to thank you for your ongoing support in helping to keep 

our school and local community safe during these challenging times. We are so 

impressed with the children and how they have adapted to the new routines and 

despite some restrictions in school, they are enjoying a rich curriculum and learning 

and playing with their friends. We would like to take this opportunity to remind 

parents to refrain from entering the main reception area, but to ring or email the 

Admin team in the school office.

This Weeks Assembly

In this week's assembly, children in Years 1-6 have been learning about World Mental 

Health Day, discussing strategies to keep their mind healthy.

This week the book fair was in school and we had a few children 
order books. We hope they enjoy reading these books and maybe 
they can recommend them to their peers. Soon, David Walliams will 
be releasing his new book, 'Code Name Bananas,' and some of the 
children have already shown an interest (this could make a great 
treat for a successful parents evening). Please remember your child's 
reading journal should be in school everyday and the expectation is 
that they read at least 5 times a week. Thank you for your continued 
support, Love what you read, read what you love.



Nursery

The Nursery children have been looking at ladybirds in the garden this week. There have been lots of different 

types of ladybirds to look at. We have learned that the ladybirds are sunbathing on the fences and getting ready 

to hibernate.

It would be lovely if all of the Nursery children could send me a message on See Saw this week. If you are unable 

to login to the app, please come and speak to me.

Thank you

Mrs McShane

Year 1

This week in English, we have been reading Journey which is about a girl who goes on an adventure. We have 

been working really hard to think of own sentences this week which is slightly trickier with Journey as it hasn't got 

any words so we have been using our imagination lots! In Maths, we have been solving addition number 

problems by adding on using counters, number lines and part whole diagrams.

We are incredibly proud of how hard the children are continuing to work after a long first half term back at 

school. They continue to show great enthusiasm in their daily mile and we are seeing a huge improvement in 

their fitness levels.

It has been really lovely to have real conversations with you all during parents evening this week. Thank you very 

much for all your support at home, it makes a huge difference.

Have a great weekend!

Mrs Ellis (Year 1 Leader), Miss Skidmore and Mrs Nolan

Class Teacher Messages…

Year 2

Can you believe that we are over halfway through the first half term? Time flies when you are having fun! This 

week we have been writing our character descriptions of the sea monster. We have been working really hard to 

use exciting adjectives like slimy, scaly and enormous. The children have really enjoyed reading this book and it 

has been great to uncover how the opinions of the sea monster change throughout reading the story. In Maths, 

we have begun adding 2 digit and 1 digit numbers which the children have been excellent at! It has been lovely 

seeing your homework uploaded onto Seesaw and we hope to see many more. Keep it up!
Mrs Dankaro (Year 2 Leader),Mrs Corbett and Miss DeAraujo

Reception

In Reception this week the children have been painting self-portraits. It was a wonderful opportunity to explore similarities and 
celebrate differences. In our 'Jigsaw' lessons (which focus on Personal, Social and Emotional Development), we discussed that
each of us are unique. Painting self-portraits was a lovely opportunity to celebrate being unique whilst also practising painting 
skills too! Their paintings are so fantastic that we have displayed them in the corridor by Reception - we have taken 
photographs to be able share them with you too.

In Numeracy, we have been learning all about the number 4. Children have practised counting forwards and backwards, 
counting out 4 objects from a larger group and knowing when to stop, recognising and writing the numeral 4 and learning 
shapes that have 4 sides. They have also explored ways to make 4 and use the language associated with addition, for 
example, "one and three together make four", "four is made of two and two", or even "one and one and one and one is the 

same as 4". We have used numberblocks episodes to help teach the children about addition associated with number 4.
We have taught the children to form the numeral 4 with help from 'Freddie Four'. Freddie four loves going exploring so he often 
travels in his boat away from ten town (away from King One - this helps the children to remember to form the numeral the 
correct way around). The phrase we say to help us remember how to write him correctly is "Down, across, oar in the water".

In our Read, Write Inc lessons the children have been very busy learning new sounds and practising blending these sounds 
together to read words. We will be giving further information about how we teach reading in school and how you can help at 
home after the half-term.
These are the new sounds that children have learned and their accompanying phrases for their letter formation:

These are the phrases that accompany the letters to assist the children with remembering how to form them correctly:
g (girl) - around her face, down her hair and give it a curl, o (orange) - all around the orange, c (caterpillar) - curl around the 
caterpillar, k (Kangaroo) - Down his body, tail and leg, u (umbrella) - Under the umbrella and back down to the puddle, b 
(boot) - Down the laces to the heel and around the toe, f (flower) - down the stem and across the leaves, e (egg) - lift off the
top and scoop out the egg.
Please continue to support your child at home with their skills in becoming independent. This will help them in the classroom if
they can easily do tasks by themselves such as putting on jumpers, zipping up coats or buttons and fastening shoes.

We are delighted to be able to start using Seesaw in Reception. Seesaw is an online tool that will enable us to be able to 
more easily share your child's learning in school with you at home. It is really simple to use and you will be sent a notification 
each time a piece of learning has been added to your child's online learning journal. You will be sent separate information 
about Seesaw and how we will be using it in school. If you have any questions, then please speak to your child's class teacher.

Miss Ridgway (Early Years Leader),  Miss Blower and Mrs Woodall



Year 3

This week in Year 3, children have been working incredibly hard at school and at home. In 
English, children have been practising their inference skills by finding clues and forming an 
opinion. Children have also been using fantastic vocabulary in their writing to describe their 
pirates! In Maths this week, we have been learning all about subtraction. In RHE, we have 
been thinking about what would make our ‘dream school’. The children had some fantastic 
ideas but unfortunately, we can’t have an aquarium at our school! The children have been 
so enthusiastic about their learning and we are so proud of them all for working so hard!

Miss Khan (Year 3 Leader), Miss Chapman and Mr James

Year 6

It's been a fantastic week in Year 6 with our children engaging brilliantly with our book The 
Sleeper and The Spindle. It's a fractured fairy tale written in a gothic style that the children are 
enjoying immensely - please ask them about it as there's so much for them to talk 
about! They've been learning how to write like the author and will be publishing their work next 
week. Look out for some photos going up on our Class Dojo stories as the children will be thrilled 
that you've read them too.
Thank you to the children who have used Showbie to complete their homework this week. 
Showbie has been a very effective way to deliver homework for the children this week and we 
can't thank you enough for supporting your children with this. Do send you class teacher a 
message on Class Dojo if there are any problems while using Showbie and we will be able to 
sort this quickly. Please don't forget that reading journals are collected on a Friday and we are 
expecting to see 5 reads each week; this can be magazines, books, online articles, newspapers 
(anything that interests your child). The children should take responsibility for this and ask for your 
signature on a Thursday evening before they hand in their journal.

Mr Payne (Assistant Head and Year 6 Leader), Miss Wherly and Miss Shoker

Class Teacher Messages…

Year 4

This week in science, Year 4 have learnt about the water cycle and the children were fascinated by 

how rain and clouds are created. They asked lots of interesting questions and the classes held 

fascinating discussions about what they were learning about. We loved the enthusiasm and curiosity 

the children showed. In Maths, children have been using mental and written strategies to solve 

addition problems using four digit numbers and they have explored different ways to solve the 

problems. Year 4 have been excited to start their new English text 'The Spider and The Fly' and we look 

forward to writing from different characters perspectives next week. The year group have worked 

extremely hard this week, well done and keep it up!
Miss Khan (Year 4 Leader), Miss Cox and Mr Grafton

Year 5

Having now been back in school for nearly a full half-term, we have noticed the children have 
improved their general fitness levels. The children enjoy completing the Daily Mile in the morning 
and are becoming increasingly competitive. As their teachers, we are thrilled to observe their 
tenacity and drive to improve! This week, all the children have been writing their own story based 
on the books they have been reading in lessons. Every child has worked diligently and has 
produced some excellent work. Most importantly of all, the children have shown a great attitude 
towards their writing and understand the level of detail needed to engage a reader. We now 
welcome back children from 5 Gamma, who have been working hard at home. Both the 
children and staff in the Year 5 team have handled the children's absence with a can-do 
attitude, which will ensure those returning to school are able to access their learning without 
developing gaps in their understanding. We understand the additional burden it puts on parents 
working from home too and thank you for your support. It has been a pleasure to talk to parents 
over the phone this week, we really appreciate the positive feedback you have given, thank 
you.
Mr McCormick (Assistant Head and Year 5 leader), Mrs Walsh and Mrs Collins



A Message from the Inclusion Team

As part of our Welfare support, Ms Morris, Miss Caswell and Miss Keeling are available each morning from 

8.30am for parents and carers to have a quick chat about any concerns regarding attendance or any other 

issues that you may be facing. Ms Morris and Miss Caswell are on the playground each morning if you need to 

speak to us, alternatively, we can arrange a telephone appointment or meeting to discuss things with you. You 

can also contact us on our welfare email address at family.welfare@whitmorepark.org

We have included some useful information below on some of the things we can help with, you are able to 

contact the agencies yourself however, we are more than happy to have a chat and support you.  

We have noticed that some children are using their mobile phones on the playground in the morning to take 

selfies/photos. Please can parents and carers speak to their children about this and ask them not to take 

selfies/photos. This is a safeguarding and GDPR (General Data Protection Regulation) issue as other pupils, 

parents or carers may be seen on the selfies/photos being taken.

Messages from Admin

Flu Nasal Spray
Children in Reception to Year 6 will be able to have their flu nasal spray in school this year 
on Friday 20th November. All parents will be sent an e-consent via email after half term so 

please look out for this!
If you have any problems with the e-consent form please call the school office. 

All consent must be made by Wednesday 11th November.
All nasal sprays will be done by the School Nursing team who will be following government 

guidance and will be allocated individual ‘bubbles’ to work with.

Pre-Ordering School Meals – New app!
From Monday 2nd November after half term, we will be asking all parents to pre order their 
child’s lunches for the week ahead including those who have a packed lunch from home. 
In the meantime we must ensure that all outstanding dinner money debts are cleared.  So 
please ensure that if your child has school meals in years 3-6 that all there meals are paid 

for up to date. 
If the child has a debt against their name they will be unable to have a school meal 

booked for them.
School meals for children in Years 3-6 cost £11.00 per week and this must be paid on a 

Monday.
Look out for a letter with more information!

Secondary School Applications

Secondary School Applications - Year 6 children have taken home an important leaflet about choosing a 

secondary school for September 2020. Applications need to be in by Wednesday 31st October 2020.

You can apply online at www.coventry.gov.uk/admissions

Please be aware that there is a high number of applications moving through to Secondary school in the city at 

the current time. This means there will be more demand for places and we strongly advise you complete three 

choices on your applications and you complete by the deadline above.



Family Hub Support

A family hub is a place where children, young people and their families can go when in need of 

help and support. The people working in the family hub will work in partnership with you and your 

community. They will help you find and get help from different services in the area and will be able 

to give you information, advice and support.

There will be a range of services available. Some will be available only to those who have the 

greatest needs but there will also be services available to any family, child or young person who 

needs them (for example, baby health clinics and adult education classes).

Services offered by the Hub include: 

 Support for young people aged 11 to 19 (targeted youth support work)

 Family support which may be offered within the home

 Support to children with special educational needs and their families

 A range of child and family health activities including baby wellbeing clinic and C-Card 

distribution points

 Parenting support

 Support with managing finances and getting back into work or training

Getting help from a family hub is simple. You can walk in during opening times which are 8.30 – 5.00 

Mon-Thurs and 8.30 – 4.30 Fridays. You can telephone, or we can refer you. Please take time to have 

a look at their Facebook or Twitter page.

Pathways Family Hub                                            https://www.facebook.com/pathwaysfamilyhub

Radford Primary School                                        https://twitter.com/hubsfamily

Lawrence Saunders Road

Radford, Coventry

CV6 1HD

Tel: 02476 978130

Children’s Health Checks in School

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the School Nursing Team did not complete the Hearing or Height & Weight 

Checks with our Reception children of 2019/2020 (children now in year 1).They are unsure when they will do 

these tests as the team are not in schools at the moment, they have advised the following:

 If parent/carers or school have concerns regarding your child's hearing, school can make a referral to the 

Audiology Clinic on your behalf.

 If parent/carers have any concerns regarding their child's height or weight, school can make a referral on 

your behalf to the School Nursing Team

The School Nursing Team will inform school when they will resume their health checks.

Further to the above, vision tests carried out by UHCW Ophthalmology Department for our Reception children 

2019/2020 (children now in year 1) have also not been completed. We are waiting for an update from

them regarding this.

Please speak to your child's class Teacher or a member of the Welfare team if you have any concerns.

https://www.facebook.com/pathwaysfamilyhub

