
Message from Mrs McGibney

Dear Parents/Carers,

We have completed another week in school already. The children are now more familiar with the

changes to our school environment and are all following the new routines and procedures in school.

We are delighted with how quickly they have adapted to the new normal. All of the children have

made good relationships with their teachers and the learning support staff who are working with

them in their class and supporting the learning in their year group bubble. It has been wonderful to

see our Reception and Nursery children settle into school life so quickly with lovely smiles on their

faces! We extend a warm welcome to the new families joining us at the start of this year. Have a

great weekend – I hope you enjoy the sunshine while it lasts!
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Reading

Reading is a vital skill for life and a priority for the curriculum at Whitmore Park. We are promoting

reading from Nursery all the way to Year 6 as much as we possibly can every day! Many of us will be

able to relate to a book we once read as a child and it brings back happy memories. We want all of

our children to experience such joy. Some of your children may have been coming home with

banded books (matching their reading ages) and some with other books that they have chosen

because they like it. These reading for pleasure books give a fantastic opportunity to read as a family

even if it's for 5 minutes a day. Adding to this, you may have seen children coming home with class

librarian applications. This is giving children a chance to be in charge of their reading areas within

class and the children are very excited to take on the role. Good luck to all those that have applied

and happy reading!

Health and Safety

Firstly, we would like to say a big thank you for your cooperation at the start and end of the day.   We 

hope you will agree that the system is now working very well.  Our aim is to keep you and your 

children safe, so please adhere to the following guidelines:

• DO NOT send your child to school is they have any of the following symptoms: a new continuous 

cough or a high temperature or has a loss of, or change in, their normal sense of taste or smell.  If 

they have any of these symptoms, please follow the guidelines from the link below:  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/fil

e/906663/20203007_Easy_read_household_isolation_v3.1.pdf

• Please do not arrive more than 5 minutes before the class start time, where possible (we 

understand that you may have more than one child to drop off).

• Only one adult should be on the school site with your child. This enables us to reduce the number of 

adults on site at any time.

• Please adhere to the 2 metre distancing at all times. If you are not keeping to social distancing, 

you may be approached by the staff member on duty.

• You can keep up to date with Government guidelines at https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus .

Thank you to all those that have been wearing a face covering and adhering to social distancing.

We strongly encourage all parents/carers to wear face coverings on the playground during drop off 

and pick up times.  In addition to this, we would also remind parents to adhere to social distancing 

while on site and to leave the premises as soon after drop off and pick up as possible.  Please do not 

stop to talk to other parents on the playground or at the school gates.  

Staff on duty on the playground before and after school will also be wearing face coverings.

We take the health and safety of our pupils, parents and staff very seriously and your continued 

cooperation and support during these unprecedented times is very much appreciated.

Please can we also remind parents/carers that the car park is for staff use only and blue 
badge holders. When parking out on the road please park considerably and do not park 
across our neighbours drive.

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/906663/20203007_Easy_read_household_isolation_v3.1.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus


Nursery

Nursery boys and girls have been settling into Nursery this week. They have been having an exciting 

time exploring our wonderful nursery gardens and meeting new friends. I would like to say thank you 

to all Nursery parents for their support in helping their children to settle. Mrs McShane

Year 1

In English, Year One have just finished reading 'Harris Finds His Feet' and have just started reading 

'Ruby's Worry'. They have thoroughly enjoyed both stories and all the activities we have been doing 

based on these books. In Maths, we have been revisiting numbers 1-10. We have practiced 

counting, recognising and ordering numbers to 10 and played lots of games based around these 

numbers. They have really enjoyed learning about Year One life and especially love earning Dojos 

and learning Mindfulness from Mojo the Dojo. We are so impressed with how well the children are 

settling back into school life and into Year One. Well done all of you for being so fantastic!

Mrs Ellis (Year 1 Leader), Miss Skidmore and Mrs Nolan

Class Teacher Messages…

Year 2

What a fantastic start to the year it has been! The children have settled in incredibly well to this new 

normal and they are all really excited to see all their friends again. We have been looking at the 

story of Journey by Aaron Becker. It is a beautiful picture book allowing the children to use their 

knowledge of descriptive language to describe the amazing illustrations. This week some of the 

children have been filling out application forms for the position of class librarian - it is a chance for 

children to have some responsibilities and showcase their love of reading! 

We can't wait to see what the rest of the year brings!

Mrs Dankaro (Year 2 Leader),Mrs Corbett and Miss DeAraujo

Reception

Congratulations to all of the children for a successful first few weeks in Reception. They have had 

the opportunity to explore their classrooms and the outdoor area and have begun to learn the rules 

and routines of school life. They have settled in extremely well and all of the teachers are very 

proud of them!

Next week, all Reception children will be in school full time. The school day is 8.55-3.20pm. Please 

arrive on time for drop off and collection. Can we please ask, if possible, that only one parent/carer 

accompanies and collects their child from school each day in order to minimise the number of 

adults on the school site.

Please can you ensure that your child has a named water bottle in school everyday. Children will 

have access to their water bottle throughout the day to have a drink.

Next week (21st September), each class will have a weekly P.E. lesson.

Reception Gamma (Mrs Woodall) - Tuesdays

Reception Delta (Miss Ridgway) - Wednesdays

Reception Beta (Miss Blower) - Thursdays

On your child's P.E. day please send them to school in black joggers or leggings. They also need to 

wear their white school t-shirt and school jumper/cardigan. Children can wear trainers to school on 

their P.E. day or bring P.E. pumps to change into. We realise that older siblings may have different 

uniform criteria on P.E. days due to their participation in a variety of activities. However, Reception 

children only have one 40 minute P.E. lesson in the morning and are therefore in uniform for the rest 

of the day. Many thanks for your co-operation.

Please do not hesitate to speak to your child's class teacher if you have any questions. To limit the 

number of parents on school site and also face to face contact, if you need to speak to your child's 

class teacher then we can arrange this by telephone call after school.

Miss Ridgway (Early Years Leader),  Miss Blower and Mrs Woodall



Year 3

We are very pleased with how Year 3 have settled into the new academic year. 

They have all shown great maturity in becoming more independent and have 

shown good enthusiasm for learning. This week in English we have been reading a 

book called Leon and the Place Between and the children have greatly enjoyed 

the magical aspect of the book. Next week, the children will write a retell of the 

story. In maths we have been learning about place value and numbers up to 1000. 

Year 3 have also been getting to know their classes and their class teachers a bit 

more.

Miss Khan (Year 3 Leader), Miss Chapman and Mr James

Year 6

Year 6 have had a fantastic return back to Whitmore Park and have started the 

autumn term happy to be back with their friends. We’ve slowly got the children 

back into the school mindset and they’re working hard to catch up on anything 

they have missed.

We are using Kensuke’s Kingdom as a stimulus for our reading and writing lessons, 

and the children have been really engaged by the story. It’s allowed us to 

produce great diary entries about the main character’s isolation experience on an 

island - an experience they can now related to following the lockdown! In maths 

we’ve looked at rounding and place value, and we’ve spent a lot of time 

discussion mental and physical wellbeing. The school has introduced the daily mile 

and our Year 6s have taken it in their stride. They love the challenge and most push 

themselves to do more and more laps everyday!

We aren’t sending homework home just yet, but we are expecting 5 reads a week 

signed and logged in the children’s reading journals. We are working hard to get 

them back into the habit of picking up books for enjoyment, and your support will 

be greatly appreciated. 

Mr Payne (Assistant Head and Year 6 Leader), Miss Wherly and Miss Shoker

Class Teacher Messages…

Year 4

Year 4 have thoroughly enjoyed reading The Boy Who Grew Dragons this week as 

part of English and are eager to find out what happens next week. They have 

impressed us with their place value knowledge in maths. In RHE, Year 4 have 

thought about gratitude and why it is important which has helped them to write 
postcards to people to whom they are grateful to. Well done to everyone – what a 

fantastic week in school! Miss Khan (Year 4 Leader), Miss Cox and Mr Grafton

Year 5

The children in Year 5 have had another fantastic week in school. The children 

have continued to read and write about our class novel Friend or Foe; producing 

some excellent pieces of writing. Class teachers want to support children to enjoy 

reading at home and are encouraging all children to take books home which they 

will enjoy. Children are expected to read five times a week- it really is a vital life-skill 

and is crucial in developing children’s understanding across the whole curriculum.

Mr McCormick (Assistant Head and Year 5 leader), Mrs Walsh and Mrs Collins



Family Hub Support

The Family Hub are there to support children, young people and their families when in need of help. The people working in the
Family Hub will work in partnership with you and the community. They will help you find and get help from different services in the 
area and will be able to give you information, advice and support.

You can contact the Family Hub between 8.30 – 5.00 Mon-Thurs and 8.30 – 4.30 on Fridays. Please take time to have a look at their 
Facebook and Twitter pages as this is updated regularly with tips, advice and useful information including various support services 
across the city.

Pathways Family Hub
Radford Primary School
Lawrence Saunders Road
Radford
Coventry
CV6 1HD
Tel; 02476 978130
https://www.facebook.com/pathwaysfamilyhub
https://twitter.com/hubsfamily

Our School Nursing Team Health focused websites
Coventry School Nurses are there to support our families during the summer. We work closely with the Team, they offer a 
great support to our school and our families including help with toileting, bedtime routines, behaviour and school readiness.
To contact our School Nursing Team please see details below:

Moat House School Nurse Team
Moat House Leisure & Neighbourhood Centre
Winston Avenue
CV2 1EA
01926495321 ext 7494

The School Nursing team have launched two websites, one aimed at children and another tailored towards teenagers: 

www.healthforkids.co.uk offers a fun way for children to learn about health with games, activities and quizzes.

www.healthforteens.co.uk hosts videos and webchats as well as articles to educate teenagers on a range of health topics 
such as contraception, mental health, drugs and alcohol.

Chat Health texting service Chat health is a free service that enables 11-18 year olds across Coventry to send confidential 
SMS text messages to School Nurses who will provide impartial advice and support. The number to text is 07507 331949.

Parent Advice Parents can call the School Nurses between 8.30am -16.30pm, Monday to Friday on 02475189190 to discuss any 
child health concerns they may have.

For advice and support from your school nurse please text "Chat Health" on 07507 329114 9am-5pm Monday to Friday. If your 
child is unwell please call your GP or call 111. For medical emergencies ring 999.

You can also follow their Facebook page, you can find them under Coventry Family Health and Lifestyle Service.

A Message from the Inclusion Team

The Inclusion Team continue to support our families with many issues and are able to signpost parents for support; either in 
school or with outside agencies. Support such as help with mental health and well-being, parenting course and much more. 
If you need to contact us, you can email us at familywelfare@whitmorepark.org We will respond to your email as quickly as 
possible. This email is private and only accessed by the Inclusion Team: Ms Amanda Morris, Miss Louise Caswell & Miss Chloe 
Keeling (Safeguarding, Attendance & Welfare Team) and Mrs Anita Heer & Miss Sam Carney (School SENCOs).  We know if 

may be difficult for parents who are working to speak to us, therefore we can be flexible with our communication. If you 
contact us by email first we can discuss convenient times to call you. 

Ms Morris and Miss Caswell are also available on the playground in the mornings and at the end of the day if you would like 
to speak to them about any Welfare issues.

Please note, general queries not relating to Welfare type issues should still be directed to the admin@whitmorepark.org email 
address.

Secondary Admissions

Year 6 children have taken home an important leaflet about choosing a secondary school for September 2020. 
Applications need to be in by Wednesday 31st October 2020.
You can apply online at www.coventry.gov.uk/admissions
Please be aware that there is a high number of applications moving through to Secondary school in the city at the 
current time. This means there will be more demand for places and we strongly advise you complete three choices on 
your applications and you complete by the deadline above. More information has been sent in an email today.

https://www.facebook.com/pathwaysfamilyhub
https://twitter.com/hubsfamily


Useful Links

Finance

Below we have selected a few useful websites we think may be of interest:

Coventry Independent Advice Service is a charity offering free advice, information and support to Coventry residents. Our

service is confidential and our skilled advisers can help you with things like:
• Identifying entitlement to benefits and helping you make claims
• Helping you to sort out debt or other money problems
• Challenging decisions on benefit claims

Safeguarding

Home is supposed to be the safest place for us all right now, but if you are experiencing domestic abuse then the advice to
stay at home could be frightening. If someone is in immediate danger and their life is threatened, they should dial the Police
on 999.

Coventry Haven - ensure safety and empowerment for women and children who are subjected to Domestic Violence and
Abuse (DVA) in any form. They offer a range of services including a SafeToTalk Helpline 0800 111 4998 or 024 7644 4077

(Monday to Friday 9am-4.30pm)

National Domestic Abuse Line (REFUGE) - Refuge supports women, children and men experiencing domestic violence with a
range of services including a 24-hour helpline 0808 2000 247.

Wellbeing

Young Minds - a national charity which supports children and young people with mental health and well being. They have
specific resources for young people around COVID-19, and also offer support to parents.

Childline - Childline is available to help anyone under 19 in the UK with any issue they’re going through. You can talk about
anything. Whether it’s something big or small, they have trained counsellors to support you. The helpline is 0800 1111 and is
available between 9am to midnight every day.

Samaritans - Coventry & District Samaritans is an independent charity, run entirely by unpaid volunteers. They provide a free
24-hour helpline for people who are upset, troubled or who are feeling suicidal. Call 116 123 at any time of the day or night
or email jo@samaritans.org.

In addition to their normal services Samaritans has set up a confidential support line for NHS workers and volunteers in
England. This operates from 7am to 11pm every day. NHS staff can, of course, still use the 24 hour helpline if they prefer.

Coventry SEND Information Advice 
and Support Service

SEND Information Advice and Support Service is a statutory 
service supported and funded by Coventry Local Authority. 
It provides impartial and confidential information, advice 
and support for parents/carers, children and young people 
around issues relating to Special Educational Needs and 
Disabilities. 

Independently trained staff can help explain Special 
Educational Needs, Disability or exclusion processes and 
procedures so you know what to expect and what part you 
can play in your/your child’s education. You can contact 
the service via the details below:

SEND Information, Advice and Support Service
Limbrick Wood Centre
Thomas Naul Croft 
Tile Hill
Coventry
CV4 9QX 

Tel: 024 7669 4307 
e-mail: iass@coventry.gov.uk
Visit: www.coventry.gov.uk/iass 

NHS Active Families

https://covadvice.org.uk/
https://www.coventryhaven.co.uk/
https://www.refuge.org.uk/
https://youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.childline.org.uk/get-support/contacting-childline/message-from-childline/
https://www.samaritans.org/branches/coventry/
https://www.samaritans.org/how-we-can-help/health-and-care/here-listen-support-line-nhs-people/
mailto:iass@coventry.gov.uk

