
Message from Mrs McGibney

Dear Parents/Carers,

We have come to the end of a very successful first half term and we are delighted with the progress

the children have made!

I am very excited to announce that we have a parent governor vacancy. Please read the letter that

was sent out earlier today for more information. If you are interested in becoming a Parent member

and would like to speak to our current Parent Governor, Jamie Ormes to find out more, please email

your interest to admin@whitmorepark.org or contact the school and ask for Ms Holland, Business

Manager.

Thank you for all the donations received in school for the Food Bank following on from our Harvest

Festival assembly this week.

Have a brilliant half term with your families and we look forward to seeing you all ready to learn on

Monday 2nd November!

Mrs McGibney
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Reading – Author Virtual Visit

Health and Safety

This Weeks Assembly

This week, children from Years 1-6 have been learning about The Harvest Festival and 
democracy and school council in our whole school assemblies.

It’s been a very challenging but encouraging half 

term for the Health & Safety Team and we want to 

thank staff, children and parents for the massive 

contribution they have made to keep our school 

community as safe as possible.

The start and end of the day has been really 

successful and this makes a big difference to how 

confident you feel, bringing your child to school 

each day.  We have extended the wearing of face 

coverings to all staff at these times, even if they are 

only at the classroom door.  It provides a consistent 

approach and hopefully an increased reassurance 

to both staff and parents, that we are doing 

everything we can to help reduce risks.

We want to inform all parents that our First Aid at Work trained staff will check a child’s temperature 

using a digital thermometer, should they present with COVID-19 symptoms.  We have taken advice on 

this matter from the Local Authority and Public Health England, to help determine possible cases and 

therefore take the necessary precautions.  As this is part of first aid we are not required to seek 

parental permission but we do have to inform you.  I would like to reassure you that we will not be 

routinely taking children’s temperatures and if you would like to discuss this further, please contact the 

school.

We have been lucky enough to secure a virtual zoom call with Elys Dolan, a 

children’s author and illustrator on the 5th November 2020. As part of this fantastic 

opportunity, children will take part in a drawing competition to design their own 

super animal. The winner of the competition will win a signed copy of one of Elys’s

books. Children have been sent home with the design sheet to complete over the 

holidays and need to return this by the first Tuesday back (Tuesday 3rd November 

2020). On the day (5th November) children will stay within their classes while Elys (on 

zoom) reads one of her popular stories and guides the children through a draw a 

long of one of her story characters.

We hope that it will be a fantastic hour of engagement, promoting the love reading. 

We can’t wait!

mailto:admin@whitmorepark.org


Nursery

Dear Parents,
This week on seesaw there is a video of me reading "Dear Zoo" The video introduces Bernard and Lucy Bear. Bernard 
and Lucy have lots of adventures together. You can watch them on Friday learning how to get dressed, ready to play.
When collecting your child at the end of the day, could parents please form one socially distanced line along the path 
that runs through the Nursery garden. This will help us to ensure a smooth finish to the end of the Nursery session. Thank 
you
Have a wonderful holiday.
Mrs McShane

Year 1

Year One have had a fantastic week finishing reading Journey. They have made fantastic predictions about 

what would happen next and writing some super sentences about the story. In Maths, we have been looking in 

detail about what equals means and how it doesn't matter where in our number sentences it is, as long as both 

sides are the same.

Next half term, we will be starting our Humanities topic on Transport. If you are looking for an activity to do over 

half term, you could do some research, draw the cars on your street or see if you can request a book on 

Transport from your local library.

We are incredibly proud of all of the children and how well they have done in this first half term. They definitely 

deserve lots of fun and relaxation during the half term holiday! Enjoy spending lots of time together and keeping 

each other safe. We look forward to hearing all about your holidays when you return.

Thank you for all your support this half term.

Mrs Ellis (Year 1 Leader), Miss Skidmore and Mrs Nolan

Class Teacher Messages…

Year 2

What an amazing half term it has been in Year 2! The children have shown such resilience and determination over this settling
in period and we are really proud of all they have achieved so far. This week they have been learning how to add two digit 
numbers together and written a set of instructions. They have also conducted their very first experiment in science looking at 
the effects of having good hygiene (how fitting for these times!). Next term, in humanities we will be learning about Lady 
Godiva so if you happen to be in Coventry centre over the half term break, do point it out for children. Hope you have an 
incredible break and come back ready for a new half term
Happy holidays
Mrs Dankaro (Year 2 Leader),Mrs Corbett and Miss DeAraujo

Reception

The Reception staff would like to say a big 'well done' to all Reception children for a fantastic first half-term in school. We have 
been amazed at the incredible amount of progress that they have made in such a short amount of time. We hope that they 
have been telling you about the letter sounds that they have been learning in school - and maybe have even practised 
writing them at home. Reading books will be given to all children after the half-term.

Please can you check that you can access your child's Seesaw account over the half-term holiday (separate information and 
log-in codes have been sent) in preparation for it to be used next half-term. We hope that you will find Seesaw useful in 
keeping you updated with your child's learning and will enjoy seeing some of the activities that they complete in school. If you
have any questions, please speak to your child's class teacher.

These are the letter sounds that children have practised this week:

These are the phrases that accompany each letter to help the children remember the correct letter formation:
l - "down the long leg"
h - "down his head to his hooves and over his back"
sh - "shhhh said the horse to the hissing snake!"
r - "down the robot and over his reaching arm"

In Numeracy, the children's learning has been centred around the number five. They have been learning how five can be 
made from one and four and using the correct mathematical language associated with this. They have also found missing 
numbers in a sequence. Children have been helped to remember the numeral 5 with help from 'Fiona Five'. Fiona Five is very 
fit and healthy, she likes to race King One but is faster than him so is always in front. This will help children to remember the 
correct way around that the number 5 is written.

"Down her back, round you go, arms out straight and don't be slow!“

Here are just a few photos to show you a very quick snapshot of some of the activities enjoyed by children this half-term...

We hope that you all have lovely, safe half-terms and we look forward to seeing you back at school on Monday 2nd 
November.
Miss Ridgway (Early Years Leader),  Miss Blower and Mrs Woodall



Year 3

This week in year 3 the children have enjoyed writing a character description about pirates . 
They have also had a fun Rocks day, where they have explored soil , learnt about rock 
formation and investigated how fossils are formed. We have continued our learning about 
column addition and column subtraction and will soon move on to problem solving using 
these methods . We continue to be proud of their hard work and hope they have a lovely 
rest over the half term holiday . Stay safe and have fun everyone.
Miss Khan (Year 3 Leader), Miss Chapman and Mr James

Year 6

What a brilliant end to the half term. We've completed our Sleeper and the Spindle English topic 
which saw the children creating brilliant short stories and diary entries. Next term, we will link the 
book 'Holes' by Louis Sachar to our Humanities topic 'Crime and Punishment', teaching the 
children about the developments in policing, punishments and criminology through the ages. 
As teachers, we are really looking forward to starting this topic and think the children will really 
engage with it too!

Thank you to all of those parents using Showbie for homework. We are constantly evaluating its 
use and will be making some changes to formats to make it even more easily accessible. We 
will be using it more in school to ensure the children become really familiar with the platform, 
meaning that we'd be fully prepared if the need for isolation ever arises.

Have a wonderful half term, and we look forward to seeing you all fresh faced when we return 
on November 2nd. We will be sharing SATs information from then and providing you the 
opportunity to order CGP books to support your child's learning at home.

Mr Payne (Assistant Head and Year 6 Leader), Miss Wherly and Miss Shoker

Class Teacher Messages…

Year 4

Year 4 have had an exceptional half term and as their teachers we have been extremely impressed 

with their dedication, hardworking attitudes and desire for learning. This week, the children have 

created informative posters about their learning in science on the states of matter and recalled lots of 

knowledge they have gained over the unit. In maths, children have been solving subtraction 

problems and learning formal methods involving four-digit numbers. They have continued to be 

engrossed in the text 'The Spider and The Fly' and cannot wait to find out what happens to the fly after 

half term. We would like to encourage all children to read over the half term and hope they have a 

well-deserved break!
Miss Khan (Year 4 Leader), Miss Cox and Mr Grafton

Year 5

Time flies when you are having fun! Time has certainly passed quickly during this half-term. It has 
been a fantastic half-term for all the children in Year 5, who have shown fantastic resilience since 
returning to school in September. During the final week of this half-term, the children have been 
composing their own letters to Michael Rosen. The children have been writing about what they 
enjoyed about his book (The Missing) and have asked some questions they had about it. Our 
focus in Maths has been centred around an understanding of multiples, factors and prime 
numbers, as well as developing children's skill in multiplying and dividing numbers. We hope all of 
the Year 5 children have a fantastic half-term and return to school full of energy, ready for the 
next phase of their learning. Happy half-term!

Mr McCormick (Assistant Head and Year 5 leader), Mrs Walsh and Mrs Collins



A Message from the Inclusion Team

As part of our Welfare support, Ms Morris, Miss Caswell and Miss Keeling are available each morning from 

8.30am for parents and carers to have a quick chat about any concerns regarding attendance or any other 

issues that you may be facing. Ms Morris and Miss Caswell are on the playground each morning if you need to 

speak to us, alternatively, we can arrange a telephone appointment or meeting to discuss things with you. You 

can also contact us on our welfare email address at family.welfare@whitmorepark.org

We have included some useful information below on some of the things we can help with, you are able to 

contact the agencies yourself however, we are more than happy to have a chat and support you.  

We have noticed that some children are using their mobile phones on the playground in the morning to take 

selfies/photos. Please can parents and carers speak to their children about this and ask them not to take 

selfies/photos. This is a safeguarding and GDPR (General Data Protection Regulation) issue as other pupils, 

parents or carers may be seen on the selfies/photos being taken.

Messages from Admin

Flu Nasal Spray
Children in Reception to Year 6 will be able to have their flu nasal spray in school this year on Friday 20th

November. All parents will be sent an e-consent via email after half term so please look out for this!

If you have any problems with the e-consent form please call the school office. 

All consent must be made by Wednesday 11th November.

All nasal sprays will be done by the School Nursing team who will be following government guidance and will be 

allocated individual ‘bubbles’ to work with.

Pre-Ordering School Meals – New app!
From Monday 2nd November after half term, we will be asking all parents to pre order their child’s lunches for 

the week ahead including those who have a packed lunch from home. 

In the meantime we must ensure that all outstanding dinner money debts are cleared.  So please ensure that if 

your child has school meals in years 3-6 that all there meals are paid for up to date. 

If the child has a debt against their name they will be unable to have a school meal booked for them.

School meals for children in Years 3-6 cost £11.00 per week and this must be paid on a Monday.

A letter was sent home yesterday.

Children’s Health Checks in School

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the School Nursing Team were not able to complete the Hearing or Height & 

Weight Checks with our Reception children of 2019/2020 (children now in year 1).They are unsure when they will 

do these tests as the team are not in schools at the moment, they have advised the following:

 If parent/carers or school have concerns regarding your child's hearing, school can make a referral to the 

Audiology Clinic on your behalf.

 If parent/carers have any concerns regarding their child's height or weight, school can make a referral on 

your behalf to the School Nursing Team.

 The School Nursing Team will inform school when they will resume these health checks.

Further to the above, vision tests carried out by UHCW Ophthalmology Department for our Reception children 

2019/2020 (children now in year 1) have not been done. A letter from the Community Orthoptic Team has been 

sent out to our Year 1 parents via email this week, if you would like a paper copy of this letter please inform Miss 

Caswell, Safeguarding, Attendance & Welfare Officer.

Please speak to your child's class Teacher or a member of the Welfare team if you have any concerns.



Half Term Activities

For information about what's on in Coventry over the coming weeks, please refer to the Coventry Information 

Directory website and click on the "Whats On" tab. Below are some of the things going on in Coventry over the 

half term period.

Monster trail in Coventry

24 October 2020 - 31 October 2020 Every day

· Location: Coventry

· Cost: Free

From Friday 24 to Saturday 31 October, eight massive, mischievous monsters will be descending on Coventry and 

taking over rooftops in the city centre.

The monsters were designed by artists, Filthy Luker and Pedro Estrellas, and form part of a public art trail in the city 

to mark the Halloween period and encourage residents to rediscover their Coventry.

This imaginative and colourful trail is completely free of charge, and families are encouraged to take on the role 

of ‘Monster Detectives’. Their job is to search the city centre to see if they can find all the mischievous brutes, give 

them names and, if the detectives are brave enough, even take photos with the monsters.

‘Monster Detectives’ are welcome to come and follow the trail anytime throughout the day and evening. Some 

of the monsters will be illuminated, so they’re always visible, which will give families more opportunity to take part 

in this spooky experience.

Monster locations
· Belgrade Theatre

· Broadgate

· Cathedral Lanes

· Coventry Caribbean Centre

· Coventry University

· Fargo Village

· Hertford House

· Transport Museum

Download and print the trail map.

We want to hear the best and most creative names for the monsters so share your maps with us by tagging 

@visitcoventry and @coventrycc on social media and using the #Covmonsters

Football
FDS-West Bromwich Albion are running a FREE soccer school this October half-term in Coventry @ Henley Green 

Primary School (CV2 1HQ). To book on please e-mail soccercamps@developmentschools.co.uk or call 01858 

461166 (this is a sponsored event and places are limited)

A family hub is a place where children, young people and their families can go when in need of help and support. The people working in the 

family hub will work in partnership with you and your community. They will help you find and get help from different services in the area and will 

be able to give you information, advice and support.

There will be a range of services available. Some will be available only to those who have the greatest needs but there will also be services 

available to any family, child or young person who needs them (for example, baby health clinics and adult education classes).

Services offered by the Hub include: 

 Support for young people aged 11 to 19 (targeted youth support work)

 Family support which may be offered within the home

 Support to children with special educational needs and their families

 A range of child and family health activities including baby wellbeing clinic and C-Card distribution points

 Parenting support

 Support with managing finances and getting back into work or training

Getting help from a family hub is simple. You can walk in during opening times which are 8.30 – 5.00 Mon-Thurs and 8.30 – 4.30 Fridays. You can 

telephone, or we can refer you. Please take time to have a look at their Facebook or Twitter page.

Pathways Family Hub                                            https://www.facebook.com/pathwaysfamilyhub

Radford Primary School                                        https://twitter.com/hubsfamily

Lawrence Saunders Road

Radford, Coventry

CV6 1HD

Tel: 02476 978130

Dates for your Diary

Friday 23rd October – Teacher Training Day
Monday 2nd November – Children return to school
Thursday 12th November – Year 4 Egyptian visitor

Friday 20th November – Nasal flu spray (Rec-Year 6)
Friday 18th December – Last day of Autumn Term

Family Hub

https://www.coventry.gov.uk/downloads/file/34275/monsters_map
https://www.facebook.com/pathwaysfamilyhub

