
Message from Mrs McGibney

Dear parents and carers,

I would like to start by thanking you for the monumental effort that our whole school

community has made to keep our children safe and to help them to continue learning. It

has been fantastic walking around school this week watching the children engaging with

their learning and having fun. The children were able to share with me their knowledge

around sound, the workings of the inner ear and the super friction experiments. It has also

been wonderful to look at some of the posts that the children have put on Seesaw and

Showbie, in particular one of our Nursery children acting out one of the stories. The parents

and carers need to have a rest over the weekend! I hope you get the opportunity to take

part in family activities and that the children have the chance to do some physical

exercise.

Please do not hesitate to contact the school if we can support you in any way.

Mrs McGibney
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Reading

During this time, one of the most important
things that we can do is to help children keep
up their good reading habits. Children can
read books from home, recommended reads,
e-books including on their kindles/electronic
devices, a recipe from a cookbook or even
written instructions. According to the
government, "There is a growing body of
evidence which illustrates the importance of
reading for pleasure for both educational
purposes as well as personal development."
Please encourage your child to keep reading
and remember, read what you love, love what
you read!
Try the David Walliams Elevenses with The World of
David Walliams - The World of David Walliams or listen

to one of our teachers reading a story from our
website Remote Learning – Whitmore Park Primary
School

Remote Learning

A massive well done to all of our children who have worked so hard this week and impressed us all with their 

commitment and dedication to their learning. We are delighted that so many children are accessing the Remote 

learning. Next week, we will be sending out information about rewards and awards for children which will help to 

continue to motivate and encourage them to keep going. We will also send out some guidance for parents 

about what to expect from Remote Learning and feedback from teachers. Please keep asking for help via Class 

Dojo if you need it.

All families who are learning from home will receive a weekly phone call from a member of staff to check how 

the children are getting on with their learning and to help to solve any problems. Our aim is to support every single 

child in our school to continue to learn whilst we are in the national lockdown. We will help by providing engaging 

lessons, loaning devices, support from our SENDCo or Welfare Team, troubleshooting and providing 

encouragement and rewards.

Mr Payne held a drop in Zoom meeting for parents this week which was useful to help with any trouble shooting 

on Showbie for Year 3,4, 5 and 6 parents.  We intend to hold a similar Zoom meeting again next week and also 

one for Seesaw for our Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and 2 parents. Look out for the invitation. Can all parents 

please try and make sure they can access ‘Zoom’ as we would like to start using it for class assemblies and to 

provide additional support for children soon. We’ll send out a help sheet next week, if you’re not familiar with this.

Why not download the popular children’s newspaper this week for your child to read or browse?

First News newspaper for 7-11 year olds

Have a super weekend, relax and do some thing enjoyable!

Mrs Squires and Mr Payne

Shout Out to The Children of Whitmore Park

Everyone is applauding everyone but 

our children. These little heroes have 

stayed indoors more than they’ve ever 

known in their lives. Their whole worlds 

have literally been turned upside down. 

All these rules they’ve never known. A 

life they couldn’t have imagined. All the 

things they love like sports, being with 

friends, going to school or just being 

children have all been taken away from 

them. Adults talking about others 

becoming unwell, news reporting death 

after death. Our poor children’s minds 

must be racing. Every day they get up 

and carry on despite all that’s going on. 

So here’s to our little heroes: today, 

tomorrow, forever.

https://www.worldofdavidwalliams.com/elevenses/
https://www.whitmorepark.org/learning-from-home/
https://t.co/mPyyhRTgXU


Reception September Admissions

Today is the last day to apply for your child’s Reception place for September 2021. 

Please contact admissions at Coventry City Council on 024 7697 5445 or apply 

online using the following link 

https://www.coventry.gov.uk/info/148/school_admissions/114/primary_school_admi

ssions

Health and Safety

During the lockdown, there is a strong message to us all from the Government to 

‘Stay at Home’. As you are already aware from the letter sent to parents yesterday, 

the Government are encouraging all parents to keep their children at home, 

wherever possible.  School places are emergency provision to allow critical workers 

to carry out their jobs which keeps the country running during this period of 

lockdown.

Please ensure that you are aware of the latest  Government guidance 

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus.  

Coventry City Council is offering Lateral Flow Testing (LFT) to all Coventry residents,

currently at Coventry Transport Museum but they hope to add more venues during 

January.  LFT is a test which can detect the COVID-19 virus in asymptomatic people 

and will be used to identify early positive cases in the city.  More information can be 

found at https://www.coventry.gov.uk/lateralflowtesting.  

Please DO NOT send your child to school is they have any of the following symptoms: 

a new continuous cough or a high temperature or has a loss of, or change in, their 

normal sense of taste or smell.  If they have any of these symptoms, please follow the 

guidelines from the link below or call 119 for advice:  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attach

ment_data/file/906663/20203007_Easy_read_household_isolation_v3.1.pdf

We expect all parents/carers, or anyone who visits our school, to wear a face 

covering whilst on site, unless they have a medical exemption.

When on site please adhere to the 2 metre distancing rule at all times (even if you 

are wearing a face covering). This has been proved to be the most effective way of 

preventing the spread of the virus.  

Please do not arrive more than 5 minutes before the class start time, where possible 

(we understand that you may have more than one child to drop off).

One only adult should be on the school site with your child. This enables us to reduce 

the number of adults on site at any time.

SCHOOL CLOSURE TO ADVERSE WEATHER CONDITIONS

If the school needs to close due to adverse weather conditions, the school will send 

an email to all parents via the School Comms system.  Please ensure that we have 

your up to date information.  A separate letter with further details will be sent out 

shortly.

https://www.coventry.gov.uk/info/148/school_admissions/114/primary_school_admissions
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.coventry.gov.uk/lateralflowtesting
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/906663/20203007_Easy_read_household_isolation_v3.1.pdf


Nursery

Dear Parents and Carers,
Thank you for the wonderful messages and videos on Seesaw, it is lovely to be able to keep in 
touch with all of the children. I have been really pleased to see how you are completing the 
activities and that you have  enjoyed the Brown Bear and Postman Bear stories. Some of you are 
even writing letters!
Take care.
Love Mrs McShane

Reception

Happy Friday everybody!

We would like to say a huge well done to all children for their learning this week. Children at home have had to 

adapt to a new way of working using Miss Blower's videos to help, and children at school have maybe had a new 

teacher or classroom. We are proud of ALL of you!

The expectations for children learning at home are to post their completed work daily on Seesaw for their 

teachers to see. Please either respond to the activities sent or send a separate photograph of your child's work. If 

you wish to contact a teacher you are able to send a 'note' on Seesaw and we will try to reply as soon as we can.

All children, whether at home or in school are expected to continue to read daily. The minimum expectation is 5 

times per week but daily reading will support your child's progress the most. Please look out for an e-mail from 

school containing your child's log-in details for Oxford Reading Buddy. Here, you will find access to online reading 

books suitable for your child. You can also revisit any of the printed reading challenges that were sent home in 

your child's pack or read books that you may have at home.

If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to contact us.

Miss Ridgway (Early Years Leader), Miss Blower and Miss Mosey

Year 1

This week you have all been working from home and school fantastically. In English, we have 
finished 'The Way Back Home' and we hope you have enjoyed it. We have seen some fabulous 
writing and are impressed at how well you have been joining two sentences with 'and'. We have 
continued to work with numbers to 20 and learning about greatest and smallest. Next week we will 
be moving on to addition and subtraction to 20.
We are so impressed with hard work and dedication you are showing. In school and at home, you 
showed great enthusiasm over our science investigations and we hope you enjoyed learning 
about two of your senses. In Art, the children made some fabulous rockets using a collage 
technique.

Keep up the great work next week! You are making us all so proud!

Mrs Ellis (Year 1 Leader), Miss Skidmore and Mrs Nolan

Class Teacher Messages…

Year 2
Hello Year 2,
It has been lovely seeing all your work on Seesaw and in school for those of you that are in. 
You should have noticed that the PowerPoints are in much more detail which we hope will 
help you whilst you are at home. This week we have been looking at writing a diary entry as if 
you were alive during 1666 when the great fire roared through London. It has been lovely to 
see how much information you have retained and how enthusiastic you have been. In 
Maths, we have been continuing with our multiplication and it has been super seeing some 
of you challenging yourself by going onto 'Hit the Button' to practise some quick fire 
questions. See if you can beat your top score! As most of us are not in school you can keep 
up to date with the latest news on CBBC Newsround. What is the most interesting thing 
happening this week? Tell us about it.

Mrs Dankaro, Mrs Corbett and Miss De Araujo



Year 3

Year 6

Class Teacher Messages…

Year 4

Firstly, the Year 4 class teachers would like to let the children know how extremely proud we
are of their effort and dedication to their learning, whether they have been remote learning
or in school so many of you have continued to impress us with your learning day in, day out!
Keep it up Year 4! You have adapted really well to remote learning and for those of you in
school, you have settled back well into your class routines. In English this week, we have
continued to explore Bill's New Frock and character descriptions, with some fantastic work
produced on creating your own characters. In Maths, we have been delighted with your
understanding of multiplication methods and encourage you to play Times Tables Rock Stars
daily to keep that going. We were extremely impressed with our budding artists and the art
collages using Picasso's work as an inspiration that were created. Please remember to keep
reading and do something every day that makes you smile! We hope you and your families
are happy, healthy and safe and if we can help with your learning in any way please always
ask.
Miss Khan (Year 4 Leader, Mr Grafton and Miss Cox

Year 5

Well done to all of the children at home using Showbie for your home learning. We are delighted 
to see your all of your work this week, please keep it up!
This week we have started a unit on magnets in Science which has been really fun. In English we 
have been continuing with our story 'The Tunnel' and we will be writing a character description 
next week. In Maths we have been continuing our work with time and learning to add 5 minutes 
and 1 hour.
Please remember that our PE days are Monday and Thursday. Also, parents can contact us on 
class dojo if you have any questions about home learning.
Enjoy your weekend!

Miss Khan (Year 3 Leader), Miss Chapman and Mr James

It has been another packed week of learning in Year 5 this week. The children have been 
engaged in their learning about the disaster of Pompeii, especially the re-enactment video 
which showed what it must have been like when Vesuvius erupted. Children have also 
deepened their understanding of the different ways scientists categorise animals including birds, 
mammals, insects and amphibians. The children have enjoyed comparing the differences 
between them and researching the life-cycle of a chosen animal. As a team, we are trying to 
provide the best possible education for those learning from home and we would highly 
encourage you to check children at home are watching the videos and reading all of the notes 
in the PowerPoints.
Mr McCormick (Assistant Head and Year 5 leader), Mrs Walsh and Mrs Collins

So much learning has taken place this week (and that's just the teachers!). We're all 

using Showbie so well and I couldn't be more pleased with the attitudes of those of 

you both in school and at home. Keep up the hard work Year 6 because it will 

definitely pay off when we get to come back together again. Remember we are 

here for you whenever you need us, so please do utilise ClassDojo and send us a 

message with anything you need.

Stay Safe!

Mr Payne (Assistant Head and Year 6 Leader), Miss Wherly and Miss Shoker



A Message from Ms Carney (SENDCo)

This week it has been lovely to see how well the children in school are settling and 

managing the changes. It has also been a pleasure to speak with some of you 

directly this week regarding supporting the children through these difficult times. I 

am sure that all of the children will continue to thrive if we all continue to work 

together. With this in mind, please do contact your child’s class teacher if you 

would like any support or advice regarding your child’s learning. If you would like to 

talk about any other difficulties that your child may be experiencing, then please 

do contact me either by phone or email sam.carney@whitmorepark.org

A Message from the Inclusion Team

The Inclusion Team have  been talking to families and offering support where needed. If 
you have any welfare concerns of any nature eg. Finance, housing, mental health or 

general well being. Can you please contact the welfare team on 
familywelfare@whitmorepark.org and we will offer support and signpost.

This email is private and only accessed by the Inclusion Team: Ms Amanda Morris, Miss 
Louise Caswell & Miss Chloe Keeling (Safeguarding, Attendance & Welfare Team) and Miss 

Sam Carney (School SENCO). We know if may be difficult for parents who are working to 
speak to us, therefore we can be flexible with our communication with you depending on 

your work times. If you contact us by email first we can discuss convenient times to call you. 
We will respond to your email as quickly as possible. 

Please note, general queries not relating to Welfare type issues should still be directed to 
the admin@whitmorepark.org email address.

Please new information added below about the winter grant scheme and mental 

health and well being.

Early Help & Family Hub Support

A family hub is a place where children, young people and

their families can access help and support. The people

working in the family hub will work in partnership with you

and your community. They will help you find and get help

from different services in the area and will be able to give

you information, advice and support.

Please take time to have a look at their Facebook page as

this is updated regularly with tips, advice and useful

information including various support services across the

city.

Pathways Family Hub

Radford Primary School

Lawrence Saunders Road

Radford

Coventry

CV6 1HD

Tel; 02476 978130

https://www.facebook.com/pathwaysfamilyhub

https://twitter.com/hubsfamily

Early Help

Tel: 0800 8870545

https://www.facebook.com/pathwaysfamilyhub
https://twitter.com/hubsfamily


Our School Nursing Team Health focused websites
Coventry School Nurses have launched two websites, one aimed at children and another tailored towards

teenagers:

www.healthforkids.co.uk offers a fun way for children to learn about health with games, activities and quizzes.

www.healthforteens.co.uk hosts videos and webchats as well as articles to educate teenagers on a range of

health topics such as contraception, mental health, drugs and alcohol.

Chat Health texting service Chat health is a free service that enables 11-18 year olds across Coventry to send

confidential SMS text messages to School Nurses who will provide impartial advice and support. The number to text

is 07507 331949.

Parent Advice Parents can call the School Nurses between 8.30am -16.30pm, Monday to Friday on 02475189190 to

discuss any child health concerns they may have.

For advice and support from your school nurse please text "Chat Health" on 07507 329114 9am-5pm Monday to

Friday. If your child is unwell please call your GP or call 111. For medical emergencies ring 999.

Useful Links

Finance

Below we have selected a few useful websites we think may be of interest:

Coventry Independent Advice Service is a charity offering free advice, information and support to Coventry

residents. Our service is confidential and our skilled advisers can help you with things like:

• Identifying entitlement to benefits and helping you make claims

• Helping you to sort out debt or other money problems

• Challenging decisions on benefit claims

Winter Grant scheme

Available to families in need till the end of March 2021

The COVID Winter Grant is available till the end of March 2021 to support vulnerable families and 

individuals in many ways – from food to warm clothing.

Find out more and how to apply at www.coventry.gov.uk/coronavirus or call 0808 583 4333

Safeguarding

Home is supposed to be the safest place for us all right now, but if you are experiencing domestic abuse then

the advice to stay at home could be frightening. If someone is in immediate danger and their life is threatened,

they should dial the Police on 999.

Coventry Haven - ensure safety and empowerment for women and children who are subjected to Domestic

Violence and Abuse (DVA) in any form. They offer a range of services including a Safe To Talk Helpline 0800 111

4998 or 024 7644 4077 (Monday to Friday 9am-4.30pm)

National Domestic Abuse Line (REFUGE) - Refuge supports women, children and men experiencing domestic

violence with a range of services including a 24-hour helpline 0808 2000 247.

Mental Health & Wellbeing

Young Minds - a national charity which supports children and young people with mental health and well being.

They have specific resources for young people around COVID-19, and also offer support to parents.

Childline - Childline is available to help anyone under 19 in the UK with any issue they’re going through. You

can talk about anything. Whether it’s something big or small, they have trained counsellors to support you. The

helpline is 0800 1111 and is available between 9am to midnight every day.

Samaritans - Coventry & District Samaritans is an independent charity, run entirely by unpaid volunteers. They

provide a free 24-hour helpline for people who are upset, troubled or who are feeling suicidal. Call 116 123 at

any time of the day or night or email jo@samaritans.org.

In addition to their normal services Samaritans has set up a confidential support line for NHS workers and

volunteers in England. This operates from 7am to 11pm every day. NHS staff can, of course, still use the 24 hour

helpline if they prefer.

The Mental Health Foundation has some helpful tips and ideas about coping with the COVID-19 outbreak and 

isolating.

Online Safety

During the lockdown children may be using social media for enjoyment as well as their remote

learning which means parents need to be more vigilant about their children's safety online. The

school’s website has information on how to keep children safe online; such as using Parental

Controls, videos for parents and children, and lots of links for online safety advice.

http://www.healthforkids.co.uk/
http://www.healthforteens.co.uk/
https://covadvice.org.uk/
http://www.coventry.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.coventryhaven.co.uk/
https://www.refuge.org.uk/
https://youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.childline.org.uk/get-support/contacting-childline/message-from-childline/
https://www.samaritans.org/branches/coventry/
https://www.samaritans.org/how-we-can-help/health-and-care/here-listen-support-line-nhs-people/

