
Message from Mrs McGibney

Dear parents and carers,

Thank you so much to each and every one of you for your continued support over this
half term. Together, we have conquered the partial closure of schools and have
turned houses into classrooms. We have managed another lockdown and probably
been on enough walks to last us a lifetime, and even the snow couldn’t stop us!
It has certainly been a half term to remember. But now it’s time to rest and recharge
those batteries, ready for, hopefully, some brighter times to come as we move into
the spring.

During the half term, whilst children are at home, I hope you are able to use some of
the ideas presented in our holiday pack. Do have fun! Please, however, continue to
adhere to the lockdown and minimise contact with people outside of your
household. If your child has a place in school, I would strongly encourage you to
ensure that your child takes a lateral flow test from one of our community sites in the
city before returning to school on Monday 22nd February.

Have a thoroughly enjoyable half term. Rest, relax and enjoy your family time
together.

Health and Safety

This week has provided an additional challenge to us
all with regards to the weather! A big thanks has to
go to our Premises Team for their hard work and
perseverance, in making our site as safe as possible.
As you can appreciate with a site of this size, it is a
huge undertaking. We would also like to thank
parents for their cooperation, when asked to drop off
and collect their children from the front of school.

Yesterday you will have received a letter providing
you with advice, should your child fall ill with Covid-19
symptoms, after they break up from school. It is really
important that you read and keep this safe in case
hhhhyou need it. Follow this link to find up to date government guidance on Covid-19 -
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus.

Lastly, we hope you and your family have a good break next week. Please stay safe and well.
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Reading

We hope you have read everyday this week. Remember it's important to find a book that you
enjoy reading. Oxford owl has some great books for you to choose from and best of all you can
access them instantly.
Here are the answers to last week's front cover challenge. How many did you get right?

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus


Remote Learning

A massive thank you and well done to all of our children and parents/carers who have been
making an absolutely brilliant effort to complete the Remote Learning each and every day!
Well done to all of our remote learning superstars who have received golden tickets this week –
it has been a pleasure and a delight to see the photographs of you receiving your golden
tickets. Thank you for sharing! Everyone who has a golden ticket will be receiving a Wonka Bar
in the post next week. We’d love to see photos of your receiving your Wonka Bars. The Golden
Ticket event continues the first week back after half term – We wonder who will be the next to
receive them? We hope you enjoyed the Zoom assemblies and the opportunity to connect
with your class this.
Have a great half term – make sure you get outside and do something that you enjoy!
Mrs Squires (Deputy Head) and Mr Payne (Assistant Head) – Remote Learning leaders



Celebrating the Pupils of Whitmore Park

Last week’s newsletter featured some ‘super learning at school’!

This week we wanted to celebrate all of the pupils at Whitmore Park and have added some 
photographs of some of the amazing things pupils have done, based on the topic of ‘wellbeing’.
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Reception

Year 1

Year 2

Last week we expressed ourselves for mental health week and it was great fun
seeing you all dressed up in outfits that made you feel happy. You also
completed some mental well-being activities over the week that allowed you
to think of who you are as a person and how you can keep your mind healthy
which was lovely to see how you believe in yourself. This week we had a
exciting message from Willy Wonka who introduced his Golden Ticket flash
event. Lots of children have already received their golden ticket and are
patiently awaiting their Wonka Bar. I hope after half term we will see great
competition for the next lot of golden tickets.

Nursery

Class Teacher Messages…

Well, here we are at the end of a half term already. Thank you for all the
support that you have given to your children, both the children who are in
school and those who are learning at home. Let us hope that we will be
returning to some normality soon. In school this week for Wellbeing
Wednesday, we participated in some Cosmic Yoga to help us to relax. I hope
that you joined in at home also.

It has been very cold this week. The children have been out in the garden as
much as has been possible. This week I learned something new...you can
build snow castles using buckets and moulds!
Love from Mrs McShane

Year One have had a super half term both in school and at home. We are really
impressed with their resilience and enthusiasm for learning this term. We hope you
all have a relaxing half term and are ready for a fun filled half term when you
come back! The children can look forward to learning about information texts in
English and learning all about Victorians in Humanities!

An activity that would be helpful for you to practise at home over half term is
supporting the children to cut up their food using a knife and fork. This would really
support the lunchtime supervisors especially with everyone hopefully returning
soon.

Mrs Ellis (Year 1 Leader), Miss Skidmore and Mrs Nolan

Well done to all children for a fantastic half-term of learning! We want you to
know that we are so pleased with all of your hard work and brilliant learning
that you have sent in on Seesaw. We enjoyed seeing your faces on the Zoom
call this week and hope that you enjoyed it too.

No online videos will be sent on Seesaw over the half-term holiday so please
enjoy a good rest. It would, however, be beneficial for you to keep up with the
daily reading if you can. We hope that you all have a great half-term with lots
of fresh air and daily walks. We’ll be ready to welcome you back on Monday
22nd February with a new story about a dragon!

Mrs Dankaro, Mrs Corbett and Miss De Araujo

We are delighted to be able to welcome Miss McShane to Reception. Miss McShane is a trainee
teacher in her final year at Worcester University. She will be working in Reception Gamma
classroom until after Easter alongside Miss Mosey and Mrs Jeevan. Many of your children already
know Miss McShane as she has previously worked at Whitmore Park as a teaching assistant. Miss
McShane is looking forward to getting to know more of you and your children.

Miss Ridgway (Early Years Leader), Miss Blower and Miss Mosey



Year 3

Year 6

Class Teacher Messages…

Year 4

Year 5

As we reach half-term, the whole of the year 5 team would like to say a
massive thank you to all of the parents and carers for the support you have
provided for your child learning from home. It has been a pleasure to see
the fantastic work the children have produced. Mrs Akhtar and Miss
Wilkinson have greatly enjoyed their conversations with parents and the
children, and talk about how lovely it is to do so. It is vital for all children to
enjoy their week off over half-term so they can focus on the things they
enjoy and have a well-deserved rest. After half-term, we have planned
some more exciting learning opportunities including learning about
volcanoes and earthquakes and reading and writing about a historic
English legend. Take care everybody.

Mr McCormick (Assistant Head and Year 5 leader), Mrs Walsh and Mrs
Collins

We’ve come to the end of our first half term of 2021 and, when you take a
minute to look back on all that’s been achieved over the last 6 weeks, it’s
so easy for us to express our pride and gratitude to all of our Year 6 families
who have worked so hard! The effort you have all put in has blown us
away, and we can’t wait to get you back into school to finish the year on
a high.

Keep safe during half term and enjoy the break! Make sure you keep
focusing on your wellbeing and supporting your families, and we will be
here for you when we return in a weeks time.

Year 4 have had a phenomenal half term, they have shown constant
resilience and a super attitude towards their learning whether they have
been in school or remote learning. We have been extremely impressed
with the children's desire to constantly want to do their best.

This week, the children completed their writing about The Lost Happy
Endings and we were impressed by the creative ideas for their alternative
endings. In Maths, children applied their knowledge to tricky money word
problems, well done for not giving up! We hope the children have a
fabulous half term, read, rest, get outside for fresh air, listen to music and
connect with friends and family they can not see but most importantly
have fun!

Miss Khan (Year 4 Leader), Mr Grafton and Miss Cox

In Literacy, we have seen some great recount writing and in Numeracy
we have seen children adding and taking away with money . In Science,
the children learnt about nutrition and a balanced diet this week.

Please continue to read every day in the holidays Year 3, play on TT
Rockstars and log on to ORB . There will not be work on Showbie and we
would like you all to have a good rest ready for learning again in the new
half term . Have a great half term with your families and try to get outside
too. See you soon.

Miss Khan (Year 3 Leader), Miss Chapman and Mr James

Mr Payne (Assistant Head and Year 6 Leader), Miss Wherly, Mrs Harrison and Miss Shoker



Artsmark Award

We are delighted to announce that Whitmore Park has been awarded the Silver Artsmark
Award! Being an Artsmark school means we are a part of a community that believes in
championing high-quality arts and cultural education...next we will be going for GOLD!

Humanities

After half term, the children will be starting a new and exciting humanities topic.
Class teachers will be providing the children with opportunities to do some optional extra
activities to do where they can further their learning and also have the chance to receive prizes
and extra dojos. An email will be sent out detailing the extra learning activities and will also be
put up on Seesaw/Showbie. We are really excited to see all of the work and waiting to give out
the prizes upon children's return to school.

A Message from the Admin Team

Applications for Nursery for September are open!

If your child was born between 1st September 2017 and 31st August 2018 they can join our
Nursery in September.

Call the school office on 02476 335697 or email admin@whitmorepark.org for more information.

Applications are available on our school website https://www.whitmorepark.org/prospective-
parents/

If you have a Reception aged child and have not yet applied for them to attend, you still have
time! Applications need to be in by the start of April.

Reminder about our Go Parks: Active Schools Challenge Schools - We are asking all children,
parents, carers, family and friends to scan a QR code on a walk, run, scoot or cycle in one of
the 33 participating parks; our local parks are Holbrooks Park, Coundon Hall Park, Edgwick Park
& Radford Recreation Ground. Schools can earn points for each scan and enter is into a chance
to win £2,250 worth of PE/sports equipment that is up for grabs. Simply scan the Go Parks QR
code banners and complete the simple form online. Each entry is worth 10 points.

Entrants must be 18 or over and only one vote is permitted per person, per day. This is a
fantastic opportunity for the school to have a chance to win some vouchers to get new
equipment. Results will be updated every Friday with a leader board of schools, let’s see if we
can get Whitmore Park at the top!!

mailto:admin@whitmorepark.org
https://www.whitmorepark.org/prospective-parents/


SEND Update

Happy Half Term everyone! Wow, I can hardly believe that we have now completed another
half term of schooling like nothing before Covid. I am so proud of how well the children are
dealing with these times and I can't thank you parents / carers enough for the support that you
are giving. I know that each and every one of you are going above, beyond and then some.

With this in mind, we have created a "Whitmore Park's February Half Term Wellbeing Book". A
number of members of staff have suggested things that could be included in the book. It is
filled with ideas and weblinks for things that you could do over half term. This can be found on
the letters section of our website. A new book (whitmorepark.org)

Please, do share any 'wellbeing' photos, art work, poetry writing, musical instrument playing with
us via class dojo. Maybe you will have found something new to inspire someone else.

Have a wonderful break and well-earned rest.
Miss Carney

A Message from the Inclusion Team

We would like to say a huge 'Well Done!' To all of our families for your resilience and patience 
this half term. It has certainly been a strange and challenging one for most of us.

Remember we are here for you, if you have any welfare concerns, e.g. mental health, finance, 
housing or general wellbeing, please contact us at

familywelfare@whitmorepark.org we will get back to you to offer support and signposting.
This email is only accessed by the inclusion team.

We know it may be difficult for parents who are working to speak to us, If you contact us by 
email first then we can discuss convenient times to call you.

We will respond to your email as quickly as possible.

Please note, general queries not relating to Welfare type issues should still be directed to the 
admin@whitmorepark.org email address.

We would like to wish you all a healthy and restful half term. If you do experience any hardship 
throughout the break, the Early Help and Family Hub Support is available to help you access 

support for you and your family.
See the posters attached for details about free Parent Carers workshops available 

and for information about internet safety.

Early Help & Family Hub Support

A family hub is a place where children, young people and their
families can access help and support. The people working in the family hub will work in
partnership with you and your community. They will help you find and get help from different
services in the area and will be able to give you information, advice and support.

Please take time to have a look at their Facebook page as this
is updated regularly with tips, advice and useful information
including various support services across the city.

Pathways Family Hub
Radford Primary School
Lawrence Saunders Road
Radford
Coventry
CV6 1HD

Tel; 02476 978130
https://www.facebook.com/pathwaysfamilyhub
https://twitter.com/hubsfamily

Early Help
Tel: 0800 8870545

https://www.whitmorepark.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/February-Half-Term-Wellbeing-Book.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/pathwaysfamilyhub
https://twitter.com/hubsfamily


Online Safety

During the lockdown children may be using social media for enjoyment as well as their remote
learning which means parents need to be more vigilant about their children's safety online. The
school’s website has information on how to keep children safe online; such as using Parental
Controls, videos for parents and children, and lots of links for online safety advice.

Please take a look at the guide by PREVENT which advises how to protect children against
online hate speech and extremism. This can be found on the ‘letters’ section of our website.

Useful Links

Fuel Vouchers/Green Doctor Project

Groundwork are now able to issue fuel vouchers to households who are struggling with the costs
of gas and electric. £49 for a family.

The vouchers will be issued as part of our new Green Doctor project and details of this are below.
Anyone who completes the referral form for a voucher will also be contacted about the project.
There is an online referral form for you to use via the following link:
https://www.groundwork.org.uk/cadent-foundation-green-doctor/

You will need to add in the comments box that you are referring for a voucher and give any
further details that may help us.

The Green Doctor project will:
• Phone consultation with possible follow up visit if necessary (dependant on COVID-19

guidelines)
• Energy Price comparison check
• Energy efficiency check-up and advice
• Supply FREE energy saving measure for people’s homes including:
• LED bulbs
• Radiator reflector panels
• Draught proofing
• CO monitors
• Room thermometers
• Blankets
• Hot water bottles
• Emergency heaters

Winter Grant scheme
The COVID Winter Grant is available till the end of March 2021 to support vulnerable families 
and individuals in many ways – from food to warm clothing.

Find out more and how to apply at www.coventry.gov.uk/coronavirus or call 0808 583 4333

Mental Health & Wellbeing

Young Minds - a national charity which supports children and young people with mental health
and well being. They have specific resources for young people around COVID-19, and also offer
support to parents.

Childline - Childline is available to help anyone under 19 in the UK with any issue they’re going
through. You can talk about anything. Whether it’s something big or small, they have trained
counsellors to support you. The helpline is 0800 1111 and is available between 9am to midnight
every day.

Samaritans - Coventry & District Samaritans is an independent charity, run entirely by unpaid
volunteers. They provide a free 24-hour helpline for people who are upset, troubled or who are
feeling suicidal. Call 116 123 at any time of the day or night or email jo@samaritans.org.

In addition to their normal services Samaritans has set up a confidential support line for NHS
workers and volunteers in England. This operates from 7am to 11pm every day. NHS staff can, of
course, still use the 24 hour helpline if they prefer.

The Mental Health Foundation has some helpful tips and ideas about coping with the COVID-19 
outbreak and isolating.

https://www.groundwork.org.uk/cadent-foundation-green-doctor/
http://www.coventry.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.childline.org.uk/get-support/contacting-childline/message-from-childline/
https://www.samaritans.org/branches/coventry/
https://www.samaritans.org/how-we-can-help/health-and-care/here-listen-support-line-nhs-people/





