
Message from Mrs McGibney

Dear parents and carers,
The lockdown and school closure has certainly presented many challenges for all of
us over the last few months. We are really looking forward to the full re-opening of our
school as the first step on the roadmap of the government’s strategy to return some
normality.

Health and Safety

You will have received a letter this week from the Local Authority and Public Health, which
provided you with the latest information regarding the level of infections in the City. There was
also information regarding Lateral Flow Tests (LFT’s) for primary school aged children. LFT is a test
which can detect the COVID-19 virus in asymptomatic people and will be used to identify early
positive cases. Parents/carers are encouraged to take their child/children for a test before
returning to school on Monday 8th March. Information regarding opening times and locations can
be found at https://www.coventry.gov.uk/lateralflowtesting.

Please ensure that you know and understand the latest government guidance, which can be
found at https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus. Stay at home whenever possible; maintain good
hygiene by washing your hands or using sanitiser regularly throughout the day; use a face
covering when you go out; and maintain your social distance from others.

Please DO NOT send your child to school is they have any of the following symptoms: a new
continuous cough or a high temperature or has a loss of, or change in, their normal sense of taste
or smell. If they have any of these symptoms, please follow the guidelines from the link below or
call 119 for advice:
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/fi
le/906663/20203007_Easy_read_household_isolation_v3.1.pdf
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As we invite all of our children into school on Monday, please be reassured that we will help the
children to settle into the school routines and learning. In planning our curriculum approach, we
have considered the various experiences and difficulties that children have had during this time
and therefore the children’s mental health and well-being is at the centre of our curriculum for
the next four weeks leading to the Easter Holiday. We will also be working closely with the children
to identify gaps in their learning so that we can plan our curriculum content to help them to make
good progress.
Our intention is to ensure that children are engaged in their learning, having fun at school,
meeting with their friends and making the most of all of the opportunities that school offers.
Have a lovely weekend - I can’t wait to see everyone on Monday.
Mrs McGibney

Window Wanderland

In last week’s newsletter, we introduced you to the Winter Wanderland event.  All the children in 
school, worked together to create our entry and look how great it turned out!

https://www.coventry.gov.uk/lateralflowtesting
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/906663/20203007_Easy_read_household_isolation_v3.1.pdf


Online Safety Poster Competition

The moment you have all been waiting for! I am pleased to announce the winners and runners
up for the Online Safety Poster Competition 2021.

We have had the largest number of entries ever this year and we thank you all for you hard work
in celebrating Internet Safety Day. So many of your posters were bright, colourful, and well
thought out. Most importantly though they all highlighted the importance of staying safe when
online and really showcased how much you know about how to be safe online.

It was really difficult to pick the winners and runners up because all of your designs were just so
fantastic and everyone who entered should feel proud about what they have created.

Everyone who entered a poster into the competition will receive a small chocolate treat when
children return to school.

The Runners up will receive a small chocolate treat and will be presented a certificate
celebrating their achievement when they are back in school.

The Winners will receive an Easter egg and will also be presented with a Winners certificate
celebrating their achievement when they are back in school. As well as this their posters will be
displayed on the school website so the whole world can see.

All the posters are available to see on the school online safety page in the posters montage
video.

Thanks again to everyone for all your hard work and a big congratulations to the runners and
winners!

Mr Evans, Computing Teacher

Year Group 1 2 3 4 5 6

Winner Taran Oliver Ayesha Aysha Maisie Anea

Runners Up

Adam
Alan
Ariya

Ananya
Neveah

Zorav

Alayah
Jake
Tyler

Harvey
Kaiya

Samaira

Caitlin
Gracie
Kieran

Scarlett

Evan
Lily

Oliver
Ryleigh



Remote Learning

We done to all of our Remote Learning Heroes! You and your families have all been amazing
during the lockdown uploading all of your learning to Seesaw and Showbie. You should be very
proud of all that you have achieved – you have shown fantastic resilience and determination
to carry on learning!

We are looking forward to seeing you all back in school next week.

Mrs Squires (Deputy Head) and Mr Payne (Assistant Head) – Remote Learning leaders

Reading

What an amazing week of reading it has been. On Monday we launched with an assembly on
World Book Day which is always a fun filled week where we can express our love of books, authors,
illustrators abs all things imaginative. The David Walliams’ assembly on Tuesday was incredibly
exciting and we were able to have an insight into what it takes to be a successful author. He even
introduced his very own competition which you can access via the school’s website for more
details. On Thursday, many of you dressed up both at home and school with some lovely
accompanying masks to go with our masked reader theme. It was lovely to see all the hard work
that went into those costumes. Finally we introduced, Whitmore Park’s masked reader competition
where your adults all put on their best disguises and read you a short extract of a book that they
love. How many did you guess correct? Who was the winner out of your year group. All will be
revealed next week...

We hope you had a great time celebrating World Book Day this week! It was so lovely to see all of
your amazing costumes. Here are a few of our favourites:



Remote Learning

To support the children returning to school, we will be having a ‘Welcome Back’ week next
week.

During the week, we have planned lots of activities to support the children having a safe return
to school and to help them to feel confident, secure and receptive to learning. There will be
time for children to get used to school routines, expectations and to settle in. Children will have
the opportunity to re-socialise with their friends, build up their concentration and focus for
learning. For children of key workers or vulnerable children who have been in school
throughout the lockdown, this will be an opportunity to re-connect with their classmates.

The focus for the curriculum will be on English, Maths, Physical Activity, Well-being, Humanities,
Art and Skills Academy for the first week back. Over the next few weeks, we will be finding out
the gaps in children’s learning so we can plan for all children to make rapid progress and focus
on teaching the key learning during the remainder of this school year.

The learning and activities will be based around two lovely books. Rain before Rainbows is a
beautiful picture book. A girl and her companion fox travel together from a place of loss and
despair, through uncertain times, towards the hope of colour, light and life. A book with
immense hope at its heart, this is a positive message for anyone who’s ever gone through a
tough time.

Lenny and Lily live next door to each other. They have had different experiences of the
lockdown, but now it’s time for them to return to school. Lily is excited to go back and meet up
with her friends again, but Lenny has enjoyed being at home with his family and feels more
anxious. When Lenny and Lily go back to school they both face different challenges. Lenny
struggles to reconnect with his friends and find his place in the group. Lily has found home
learning difficult and struggles to keep up with the pace of lessons in class. The story explores
the range of emotions Lenny and Lily experience as they come back into school and rebuild
relationships with their teachers and friends.

An example of a timetable for Y1-Y6 will look like this

During the week, each child will have some ‘one to one’ time with an adult to check in with
how they are feeling about coming back to school.

Reading
Our focus next week will be to make sure that every child is reading. Following on from the
successes of World Book Day and the Masked Reader challenge which the children have really
enjoyed, we hope they are all inspired to read a good book! Please make sure that your child
returns their reading books and brings in their reading diary or journal next week. We will be
making sure every child brings home new books and we also have lots of ‘Own Books’ on our
bookshelves ready for the children to choose to take home to keep.

Homework will start w/c 15th March

Mrs Squires Deputy Head Teacher Curriculum Leader
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Nursery

Reception

Year 1

Year 2

Class Teacher Messages…

The Nursery children are all very excited this week, as they know that their
friends are returning to school soon. For well-being Wednesday we decided
to clean Nursery, we have made all of the toys sparkle ready for Monday.

On World Book day, the Nursery staff dressed up as their favourite book
characters. I will post some photographs of the staff on Seesaw. I hope that
you were able to dress up at home as well.

It will be lovely to welcome all of the children back to Nursery next week, I
have planned some lovely things for us to make and do to ensure that we
all have a great time.

Mrs McShane (Nursery Teacher)

This week, we have finished learning about Wolves and the children have
completed lots of lovely writing about Wolves. In Maths, we have been
working hard comparing numbers to 40. In Humanities, we learnt about
Victorian workhouses. In school, we made some gruel and the children
thought it was disgusting!
Well done for all working so hard at home and we cannot wait to see you all
on Monday!

Mrs Ellis (Year 1 Leader), Miss Skidmore and Mrs Nolan

We have made it to the last week of remote learning and we would just like
to say how proud we are of all the children that have been learning both at
home and at school. Next week we will be welcoming all children back to
school and we can’t wait.

This week we have been learning about fractions - splitting things into halves,
quarters and even thirds. Some questions have been quite tricky but you
have persevered and have shown a great understanding of it!

The highlight of this week has been celebrating World Book Day. Lots of you
have taken part by creating masks, completing scavenger book hunts and
dressing up. You have also been taking part in the masked reader, so I
wonder who will be the winner with the most guesses from Year 2!

We cannot wait to see you back in the building on Monday. See you then!

Mrs Dankaro (Year 2 leader), Mrs Corbett and Miss De Araujo

We are so relieved to finally be able to welcome all children back to school
next week. We really cannot wait to see you all and get your children back
into school. It was lovely to see so many faces on our Zoom call this week,
we hope that your children enjoyed it.

Please check your child’s Seesaw account as we have sent some
photographs of the classrooms for them to see the lovely activities that are
waiting for them next week. Please remember to send in a family
photograph as requested on Seesaw for us to display in our classrooms.

Have a wonderful weekend, we can’t wait to see you on Monday!

Miss Ridgway (Early Years Leader), Miss Blower and Miss Mosey



Year 4

In English, the children have continued to be fascinated with our text
Wolves In The Walls and we can't wait to see their writing next week based
on the book. In Maths, we have continued our topic on decimals and
have been extremely proud of the resilience children have shown as they
have found it tricky. Through class discussions, we have been discussing
with children the return to school and providing reassurance whilst being
delighted to hear how the children are excited to return! The children
have thoroughly enjoyed telling us about The Masked Reader activity and
providing guesses and we hope they enjoyed World Book Day even if it
was different to how we normally celebrate it. As their teachers, we look
forward to seeing all the children on Monday with a bright smile and ready
to learn with their friends again!
Miss Khan (Year 4 Leader), Mr Grafton and Miss Cox

Year 3

Year 6

Class Teacher Messages…

Year 5

We are thrilled to be welcoming children back to school from Monday. As
a team, we have put a great deal of thought and time into ensuring each
and every child feels safe and comfortable when returning to their class.
Children will be given time to ease their way back into class routines, being
supported every step of the way. We have planned some exciting lessons
which will deepen children's core skills in Maths and English whilst also
developing children's creativity and understanding of the wider curriculum.
Children will be given time to express themselves, and their learning,
creatively and will have opportunities to learn outside of the classroom-
giving them fresh air and some much-needed vitamin D. Time will be
dedicated to enable children to re-establish friendships and begin to enjoy
socialising with children within their bubble. Thank you for all your support.

Mr McCormick (Assistant Head and Year 5 leader), Mrs Walsh and Mrs
Collins

In English, we have continued looking at the story ‘The 3 Little Wolves and
the Big Bad Pig’. The children have enjoyed reading new pages of the
story every day and seeing what the pig gets up to next! We started a
new topic in Maths which was looking at angles. In Humanities, we
continued looking at the Romans with the children writing a job
application to become a Roman soldier! On Thursday, we celebrated
World Book Day. The children really enjoyed wearing their costumes and
guessing who the Masked Readers were!
Miss Khan (Year 3 Leader), Miss Chapman and Mr James

We've been celebrating World Book Day across the entire week in Year 6,
enjoying virtual visits from David Walliams, Michael Rosen and Tom Fletcher
to name but a few of the celebrated authors and poet that inspire our
children daily. We hope you've managed to enjoy these from home too!
We can't wait to get everyone back in from Monday. We've got big
projects to sink our teeth into, including work on our school's 'Coventry City
of Culture' submission. There will be lots of new opportunities for children to
explore upon their return and we can't wait to start!

Mr Payne (Assistant Head and Year 6 Leader), Miss Wherly, Mrs Harrison and
Miss Shoker



SEND Update

So who’s as excited as I am to have everyone back in school on Monday? I am sure that the
children who haven’t been in school for a while are really excited too although perhaps a
teeny bit nervous. I know the staff have all been really busy making plans for next week and the
following weeks up to the Easter holidays so that we can make the transition as smooth as
possible, and support the children socially and emotionally too.

Some parents have been in touch and shared their worries with us, so we have been able to
help them. As always, if you do have any concerns or questions, please do share them with
staff here at Whitmore. If we don’t know the answer, we probably know someone who does.

Possibly one thing that I am looking forward to most is really getting our Thrive interventions
going. A few parents will know what I am talking about here, and there will be more
information for parents in the future.

Below are some photos of some of the Thrive activities that I have been completing whilst
supporting children in school. .

Supporting Transition Back to School

The Complex Communications Team, in conjunction with the SEND Information Advice and
Support Service (SENDIASS), have put together a series of supporting videos for parents/carers
to enable them to prepare their children and young people for the transition back into school
following the COVID19 lockdown. These resources are also useful for use with children and
young people during the lockdown period.

These videos/materials are particularly useful for those young people with social
communication difficulties and ASD diagnosis, but they also contain general information which
may support all youngsters, in what has, and continues to be, a confusing and sometimes
worrying time.

All of the information and links can be found at: https://www.coventry.gov.uk/back2school

Have a lovely week,
Miss Carney

Memory Jar
Using table salt and chalk

Exploring and Experimenting
Making mobiles with PVA 

and Paint

Exploring and Experimenting
Using clay to make ends for 

our mobiles so that our 
creations don’t fall off.

https://www.coventry.gov.uk/back2school


A Message from the Admin Team

Applications for Nursery for September are open!

If your child was born between 1st September 2017 and 31st August 2018 
they can join our Nursery in September.

Call the school office on 02476 335697 or email 
admin@whitmorepark.org for more information.

Applications are available on our school website 
https://www.whitmorepark.org/prospective-parents/

If you have a Reception aged child and have not yet applied for them to attend, you still have
time! Applications need to be in by the start of April.

Outstanding Monies
Please can any outstanding dinner money, breakfast club or Nursery fees be paid as soon as
possible via the School Gateway. Thank you

Pre-Ordering Meals
Please can ALL parents/carers ensure that they pre-book children's meals online via the school
gateway up to Easter. Including those that bring a packed lunch. This saves time in the
classroom in the mornings for extra learning.

mailto:admin@whitmorepark.org
https://www.whitmorepark.org/prospective-parents/


A Message from the Inclusion Team

This week  the inclusion team have been supporting families with the return to school on 
Monday 8th March. 

In school Mrs Smith has been making paper mache 
‘feelings volcanoes’ with some children to help 

understand and discuss our feelings. 

If you are concerned about your child's wellbeing, or that of your own, please contact the 
Welfare Team so that we can support you in the best way. 

You can email the Welfare Team at familywelfare@whitmorepark.org
or call the school office and they will redirect you.  

Whatever your concerns, no matter how small they may seem, 
we are here to support you and your family.

We are also well equipped to help support you with concerns regarding finances, 
food, general health and mental health. 

Please note, general queries not relating to Welfare type issues should still be directed to the 
admin@whitmorepark.orgemail address.

.

Early Help & Family Hub Support

A family hub is a place where children, young
people and their families can access help and
support.

The people working in the family hub will work
in partnership with you and your community.
They will help you find and get help from
different services in the area and will be able to
give you information, advice and support.

Please take time to have a look at their
Facebook page as this is updated regularly
with tips, advice and useful information
including various support services across the
city.

Pathways Family Hub
Radford Primary School
Lawrence Saunders Road
Radford
Coventry
CV6 1HD

Tel; 02476 978130
https://www.facebook.com/pathwaysfamilyhu
b
https://twitter.com/hubsfamily

Early Help
Tel: 0800 8870545

https://www.facebook.com/pathwaysfamilyhub
https://twitter.com/hubsfamily


Useful Links

Finance

Below we have selected a few useful websites we think may be of interest:

Coventry Independent Advice Service is a charity offering free advice, information and support
to Coventry residents. Our service is confidential and our skilled advisers can help you with things
like:
• Identifying entitlement to benefits and helping you make claims
• Helping you to sort out debt or other money problems
• Challenging decisions on benefit claims

Winter Grant scheme

The COVID Winter Grant is available till the end of March 2021 to support vulnerable families 
and individuals in many ways – from food to warm clothing.

Find out more and how to apply at www.coventry.gov.uk/coronavirus or call 0808 583 4333

Mental Health & Wellbeing

Young Minds - a national charity which supports children and young people with mental health
and well being. They have specific resources for young people around COVID-19, and also offer
support to parents.

Childline - Childline is available to help anyone under 19 in the UK with any issue they’re going
through. You can talk about anything. Whether it’s something big or small, they have trained
counsellors to support you. The helpline is 0800 1111 and is available between 9am to midnight
every day.

Samaritans - Coventry & District Samaritans is an independent charity, run entirely by unpaid
volunteers. They provide a free 24-hour helpline for people who are upset, troubled or who are
feeling suicidal. Call 116 123 at any time of the day or night or email jo@samaritans.org.

In addition to their normal services Samaritans has set up a confidential support line for NHS
workers and volunteers in England. This operates from 7am to 11pm every day. NHS staff can, of
course, still use the 24 hour helpline if they prefer.

The Mental Health Foundation has some helpful tips and ideas about coping with the COVID-19 
outbreak and isolating.

Online Safety

During the lockdown children may be using social media for enjoyment as well as their remote
learning which means parents need to be more vigilant about their children's safety online. The
school’s website has information on how to keep children safe online; such as using Parental
Controls, videos for parents and children, and lots of links for online safety advice.

Our School Nursing Team Health focused websites

Chat Health texting service Chat health is a free service that enables 11-18 year olds across
Coventry to send confidential SMS text messages to School Nurses who will provide impartial
advice and support. The number to text is 07507 331949.

Parent Advice Parents can call the School Nurses between 8.30am -16.30pm, Monday to Friday
on 02475189190 to discuss any child health concerns they may have.

For advice and support from your school nurse please text "Chat Health" on 07507 329114 9am-
5pm Monday to Friday. If your child is unwell please call your GP or call 111. For medical
emergencies ring 999.

https://covadvice.org.uk/
http://www.coventry.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.childline.org.uk/get-support/contacting-childline/message-from-childline/
https://www.samaritans.org/branches/coventry/
https://www.samaritans.org/how-we-can-help/health-and-care/here-listen-support-line-nhs-people/

