
Message from Mrs McGibney

Dear parents and carers,
We have been delighted to welcome all of our children back at school this week. It is
fantastic to see all of our children playing with their friends on the playground, utilising
the school grounds and taking part in team building activities in their PE lessons.
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Twitter Update

This week, a lot of our children did some lovely work
based on the book ‘Rain Before Rainbows’. We’ve
been sharing some of this on our Twitter and have
gotten a response from the book’s author, Smriti
Halls!

Make sure you follow our Twitter for more updates
and images of the children’s work - @whitmore_park

It’s been really good to see all the children returning to school this week.  So many happy faces on 
both children and parents! Obviously it does mean there are more people on site, so it is really 
important that the start and end of the day goes as smoothly as possible.  Please read and keep to 
the following guidelines to keep our school community as safe as possible.  Your help and 
cooperation is much appreciated.
What you can do to help
•Please wear a face covering whilst on the school site.
•Please adhere to the 2 metre distancing rule at all times (even if you are wearing a face 
covering). This has been proved to be the most effective way of preventing the spread of the virus.  
•Please do not arrive more than 5 minutes before the class start time, where possible (we 
understand that you may have more than one child to drop off).
•One only adult should be on the school site with your child. This enables us to reduce the number 
of adults on site at any time.
•Please leave the site as soon as your child goes into class or collected from class.  DO NOT stop to 
have conversations.
•Please DO NOT send your child to school is they have any of the following symptoms: a new 
continuous cough or a high temperature or has a loss of, or change in, their normal sense of taste 
or smell.  If they have any of these symptoms, please follow the guidelines from the link below or 
call 119 for advice:  https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
•Collect a pack of Lateral Flow Tests or visit the Community testing sites so your can test your 
child/children and your family every week.  A letter was sent to parents separately this week with 
the relevant information. Details of your nearest centre can be found using this link Find your 
nearest home test kit collection point.

The children have been using story books in school to help them talk about their feelings and they
have been eager to continue to learn. The children have shown resilience and have quickly
adapted to school life. Whilst visiting each classroom this week, the children have been smiling
and waving at me and it has been wonderful to see our school full of pupils with a fantastic buzz
of excitement!
Children have been working hard throughout the week, therefore, I anticipate that they will be
tired and will need some time over the weekend to rest and relax with their families.
I hope everyone has a lovely weekend and the sun shines!

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://find-covid-19-rapid-test-sites.maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk/


Curriculum

Our curriculum focus this week has been about settling the children back into school, allowing
time to re-connect with friends and exploring any worries and hopes for the future. The work
has been based around a beautiful book called ‘Rain before Rainbows’ and the children have
produced some super work. They have also been working hard in their other lessons. Teachers
are finding out where the children’s gaps are in reading, writing and maths so that they can
plan for children to make rapid progress.

Mrs Squires (Deputy Head)

Reading

How lovely it is to have all the children back in school ready to pick up where we left off. It was
lovely to see that many children had remembered to bring back in their reading books, journals,
and diaries and many had been still filling them out over lockdown. Well done! As always, reading
will remain a high priority as we continue on.

So, the moment you have all been waiting for, here are the answers for the Masked Readers

The winners of each year group have been announced and their prizes have been given. Thank
you to all the staff who took part. We hope the children enjoyed taking part as much as we loved
doing it.

Masked Reader 1 2 3 4 5

Monday Miss Khan Miss Wherly Mr James Miss Ridgway

Tuesday Mrs Walsh Mrs McShane Miss De Araujo Mrs Harrison

Wednesday Miss Mosey Mr Grafton Mrs Corbett Mrs Ellis Miss Shoker

Thursday Miss Cox Miss Chapman Mrs Nolan Mrs Dankaro

Friday Miss Skidmore Mrs Reeves Mrs Collins Mr Payne

Online Safety

The school is keen to promote online safety at all times and understand the importance of
supporting parents and carers to do the same. The link below is for a short video which reinforces
online safety messages.

https://www.abcya.com/games/cyber_five_internet_safety

https://www.abcya.com/games/cyber_five_internet_safety


Nursery

Reception

Year 1

Year 2

Class Teacher Messages…

We are so very proud of all our children; they have settled so well back into
their Nursery experience. The children have been very excited to see their
old friends and have been very happy exploring Nursery once more. Each
of the children have contributed to a big display that we have in Nursery.
Our display is called “Hope and Happiness”. Once it is completed, I will put
a photograph on the Newsletter and Seesaw for you.

P.E. will be on Wednesday morning and Friday afternoon. The children will
need to come to school in comfortable clothes that they are happy to
exercise in. Jogging bottoms, or leggings and trainers would be ideal.
Mrs McShane (Nursery Teacher)

The children have had a fantastic week back in school all together and we
are so impressed by how well they have settled back in. We shared a book
called Rain Before Rainbows and have completed lots of activities based on
this book. The children have discussed what they would like to do once lock
down is over and created their own Bottle Moments.
In Maths, we have started learning to read the time on an analogue clock
and learn about the minute and hour hands on the clock. We have been
learning to tell the time to the hour and half past the hour.
Please remember to read at least 5 times each week and ensure your
child’s diary is signed each time. When they have collected 10 stamps for
reading 5 times in one week, they will be able to choose a book to keep!
Mrs Ellis (Year 1 Leader), Miss Skidmore and Mrs Nolan

Welcome Back Year 2!
It has been a lovely week back for all the children in Year 2 after a very long
time away from school. The children have settled in beautifully and are keen
to carry on with their learning as if they never left! This week, we have been
really focussing on wellbeing with the books Lenny and Lily return to school
and Rain Before Rainbows.
Both books deal with situations where children may find things difficult but
have overcome despite the odds - like what we are all doing now! These
books have given us a great base to discuss our feelings and talk about
looking forward to a better future. In Humanities, we have been continuing
to look at the UK. The children have found it interesting to learn about the
country they live in and the surrounding countries. We hope they have learnt
some fun facts!
Mrs Dankaro (Year 2 leader), Mrs Corbett and Miss De Araujo

This week we have focused on re-establishing the rules and routines of the
school day and reconnecting with friends and teachers. We have read
some lovely stories, with a social or emotional focus, to help support the
children with the changes that they have faced with the return to school.
Please can we remind parents and carers to ensure that reading folders are
sent into school every Monday. Please sign your child’s reading diary every
time they read their school reading book. Your child will receive a sticker for
their bookmark when they read on 5 different days.
P.E. is on a Tuesday for RGamma and on a Thursday for RDelta and RBeta
Please can children wear trainers, or bring them in their bags, on this day.
They are to continue to wear school uniform but with jogging bottoms or
leggings.
Miss Ridgway (Early Years Leader), Miss Blower and Miss Mosey



Year 4

We have been thoroughly impressed with the children’s attitude towards
their learning and eagerness to participate in every lesson. Mature
conversations were held about our book called 'Rain before Rainbows'
and the children have enjoyed creating art work and completing activities
based on the book.
In English, children completed their writing on The Wolves In The Walls and
we loved being able to discuss the text with the children in person, they
now can't wait to find out their unit next week! Thank you for all the support
with reading and please continue to encourage your child to read daily.
We have thoroughly enjoyed our first week back with the children and are
extremely proud of every child.

Miss Khan (Year 4 Leader), Mr Grafton and Miss Cox

Year 3

Year 6

Class Teacher Messages…

Year 5

It has been wonderful to welcome the children back to school this week.
We are really proud of how well they have settled back into the routines of
school so quickly. The children have greatly enjoyed some of the activities
they have engaged with, such as developing a positive mind-set and
understanding current times are challenging but are also temporary.
The children have been learning about decimal numbers in their Maths
lessons and have been writing a persuasive letter during their English
lessons. As well as this, children have been enthusiastic about their PE and
Art lessons and have enjoyed being able to play with friends again, during
break and lunchtime.
We know there are still some challenges ahead and we continue to ensure
our remote learning offer is strong so children, who do have to learn at
home, have the same access to lessons children are learning in school.

Mr McCormick (Assistant Head and Year 5 leader), Mrs Walsh and Mrs
Collins

This week the children wrote their own versions of the 'Three Little Wolves
and the Big Bad Pig'. We started a new topic in Maths which was 'Further
Multiplication and Division'. We will be continuing with this topic for the
next few weeks so please can children continue to practise their times
tables on TT Rockstars at home! In Humanities, the children were very
interested to learn about the life of Julius Caesar and they created some
great posters. They have also enjoyed a variety of activities based around
a book called 'Rain Before Rainbows' which we have used to develop the
children's wellbeing.

Miss Khan (Year 3 Leader), Miss Chapman and Mr James

It's been great seeing all of the children back this week. We've had lovely
feedback from them about how safe they feel in school thanks to all of the
cleaning and hand sanitising we do. Now they are back with their friends
the children are happy and the Year 6 classrooms feel complete once
more!
We transitioned back into learning almost seamlessly (a testament to the
effort made by you at home during the lockdown). Thank you for your
efforts in keeping them engaged - it was worth it! We look forward to seeing
the fantastic work the children produce over these next few weeks.

Mr Payne (Assistant Head and Year 6 Leader), Miss Wherly, Mrs Harrison and
Miss Shoker



A Message from the Admin Team

Applications for Nursery for September are open!

If your child was born between 1st September 2017 and 31st August 2018 
they can join our Nursery in September.

Call the school office on 02476 335697 or email 
admin@whitmorepark.org for more information.

Applications are available on our school website 
https://www.whitmorepark.org/prospective-parents/

School Gateway

The School Gateway app is FREE to download on Apple and Samsung devices.

Register using the same email 
address and mobile number 

held by the school

School Gateway will send you 
a text with your PIN

phone
The easiest and fastest way to 
stay in touch with your school

Login, you are ready to go

mailto:admin@whitmorepark.org
https://www.whitmorepark.org/prospective-parents/


A Message from the Inclusion Team

It’s been lovely to see so many happy faces this week as we have returned to school. 
The inclusion team have been supporting families with the transition back to school and will 

continue to do so in the coming weeks as we adjust and settle back into school life.

If you are concerned about your child's wellbeing, or that of your own, please contact the 
Welfare Team so that we can support you in the best way. 

You can email the Welfare Team at familywelfare@whitmorepark.org
or call the school office and they will redirect you.  

Whatever your concerns, no matter how small they may seem, 
we are here to support you and your family.

We are also well equipped to help support you with concerns regarding finances, 
food, general health and mental health. 

Please note, general queries not relating to Welfare type issues should still be directed to the 
admin@whitmorepark.org email address.

Some important information:
Winter Grant scheme Available to families in need till the end of March 2021

The COVID Winter Grant is available till the end of March 2021 to support vulnerable families 
and individuals in many ways – from food to warm clothing. Find out more and how to apply at 

www.coventry.gov.uk/coronavirus or call 0808 583 4333
Early Help & Family Hub Support See the attached Spring Term Newsletter for more information 

on the services available in Coventry
Food Bank Vouchers can be issued if you are struggling to afford to buy

food and/toiletries for your family. Please contact us for advice.

Fuel Vouchers/Green Doctor Project

Groundwork are now able to issue fuel vouchers to households who are struggling with the costs 
of gas and electric. £49 for a family.
The vouchers will be issued as part of our new Green Doctor project and details of this are 
below. Anyone who completes the referral form for a voucher will also be contacted about the 
project.
There is an online referral form for you to use via the following link 
https://www.groundwork.org.uk/cadent-foundation-green-doctor/ and you will need to add in 
the comments box that you are referring for a voucher and give any further details that may 
help us. 

The Green Doctor project will:

This week Mrs Smith has been making key chains 
with some children to identify the people in our 
lives who care for us, using coloured threads to 

represent each person. 
The children have designed and made their own 
‘charm’ using air dry clay. This has been a great 

activity to encourage discussion about the people 
who look after us and why they care about us, it 

also helps support children's self esteem and 
wellbeing.

Phone consultation with possible follow up visit 
if necessary (dependant on COVID-19 
guidelines) 
Energy Price comparison check
Energy efficiency check-up and advice
Supply FREE energy saving measure for 
people’s homes including:
LED bulbs

Radiator reflector panels
Draught proofing
CO monitors
Room thermometers
Blankets
Hot water bottles
Emergency heaters

http://www.coventry.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.groundwork.org.uk/cadent-foundation-green-doctor/


SEND Update

Useful Links

Finance

Below we have selected a few useful websites we think may be of interest:

Coventry Independent Advice Service is a charity offering free advice, information and support
to Coventry residents. Our service is confidential and our skilled advisers can help you with things
like:
• Identifying entitlement to benefits and helping you make claims
• Helping you to sort out debt or other money problems
• Challenging decisions on benefit claims

Safeguarding
Home is supposed to be the safest place for us all right now, but if you are experiencing
domestic abuse then the advice to stay at home could be frightening. If someone is in
immediate danger and their life is threatened, they should dial the Police on 999.

Coventry Haven - ensure safety and empowerment for women and children who are
subjected to Domestic Violence and Abuse (DVA) in any form. They offer a range of services
including a Safe To Talk Helpline 0800 111 4998 or 024 7644 4077 (Monday to Friday 9am-
4.30pm)

National Domestic Abuse Line (REFUGE) - Refuge supports women, children and men
experiencing domestic violence with a range of services including a 24-hour helpline 0808 2000
247.

Mental Health & Wellbeing

Young Minds - a national charity which supports children and young people with mental health
and well being. They have specific resources for young people around COVID-19, and also offer
support to parents.

Childline - Childline is available to help anyone under 19 in the UK with any issue they’re going
through. You can talk about anything. Whether it’s something big or small, they have trained
counsellors to support you. The helpline is 0800 1111 and is available between 9am to midnight
every day.

Samaritans - Coventry & District Samaritans is an independent charity, run entirely by unpaid
volunteers. They provide a free 24-hour helpline for people who are upset, troubled or who are
feeling suicidal. Call 116 123 at any time of the day or night or email jo@samaritans.org.

In addition to their normal services Samaritans has set up a confidential support line for NHS
workers and volunteers in England. This operates from 7am to 11pm every day. NHS staff can, of
course, still use the 24 hour helpline if they prefer.

The Mental Health Foundation has some helpful tips and ideas about coping with the COVID-19 
outbreak and isolating.

Welcome back to everyone who has rejoined us inside
school this week. It has been lovely to see all the
smiling faces and to hear all the excited chatter of
finally being able to be with friends again.
A couple of items have been Tweeted out this week
and have been copied here.
During Thrive this week, we finished our coloured rice
pictures.
I am really looking forward to what the next few weeks
bring.
Have a great week.
Miss Carney

https://covadvice.org.uk/
https://www.coventryhaven.co.uk/
https://www.refuge.org.uk/
https://youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.childline.org.uk/get-support/contacting-childline/message-from-childline/
https://www.samaritans.org/branches/coventry/
https://www.samaritans.org/how-we-can-help/health-and-care/here-listen-support-line-nhs-people/



