
Message from Mrs McGibney

Dear parents and carers,

The children have had a great week in school and have particularly enjoyed being
out in the school grounds when the sun has shone. We have purchased some new
markings for playground games and additional play equipment for the children to use
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Our focus this week has been on face coverings, as some parents have raised their concerns,
where face coverings are not being worn. The school has sent out regular messages to parents
regarding the wearing of face coverings and we are pleased to see that in the majority they are
regularly worn. However, in response to your concerns, we have been contacting anyone who is
regularly on site without a covering, to have that conversation with them. We are aware that some
parents may have a medical exemption and this will help us to recognise that. Please note that
the wearing of face coverings is required for adults and secondary aged children who come onto
school site. We hope that parents understand our reason for this exercise, is to ensure that we
continue to keep everyone as safe as we possibly can and we thank you for your cooperation.

The playground is much busier since the full reopening, so could you please ensure that you keep
your child with you on at the start/end of the day and where possible, separate from the other
classes and most certainly from other year groups? This helps with track and trace of close
contacts if there was a positive case in school and ensures the safety of your child and others, on a
busy playground.

Please do not send your child to school if they or anyone in your household has the following
symptoms:
• New, continuous cough or high temperature or lost of or change in normal sense of taste or

smell.
• Anyone with symptoms should arrange for a PCR test online or by calling 119 and notify the

school immediately.

Please ensure that you know and understand the latest government guidance, which can be
found at https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus.

Reading

Last week we had 74% of children within the school reading 5 times or more. Although this a good
start, we would really like that percentage to go up! Reading is at the heart of everything we do
and we would love every single child to be a life long reader. It starts now!

In connection with our assembly on poetry this week, why don’t you try to read at least one poem
this week. Perhaps you could read a variety of poems such as haikus, diamond poems, sonnets
etc. and see what style is your favourite. If you really wanted to push yourself you could even try to
write your own poem in the styles of your favourite poet!

Check out this website for some fun, new poems https://www.poetry4kids.com.

during lunchtimes. The children are enjoying the lunchtime experience and we are continuing to
develop our activities during lunchtimes and playtimes. The children and staff look fantastic
dressed as superheroes or red for Red Nose Day today and the funds raised will support this
fantastic charitable event.

I hope you all have a lovely weekend.

Online Safety

One way to protect your child when they are online is to set your google search engine to 'safe 
search' mode. The video link below will support you to do this.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d7w839P4D5o

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.poetry4kids.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d7w839P4D5o


Nursery

Reception

Year 1

Year 2

Class Teacher Messages…

We have had a very exciting week in Nursery this week. We have welcomed
some new children who have come to join us. They have settled in
wonderfully. We have had some new things to learn with as well. We have
had a new set of small construction pieces. The children have been working
very hard trying to attach the pieces together to build their models. We
have also had some giant construction pieces for the garden. You can use
this construction to build dens and houses. The adults in Nursery have been
working extremely hard trying to fit these pieces together! Have a lovely
weekend.
Mrs McShane (Nursery Teacher)

In English, the children have been reading a book called ‘There’s a dinosaur
on the 13th floor’. We have practiced using correct punctuation by ensuring
we have used capital letters, finger spaces and full stops. If you would like to
provide extra support at home, this is something you can practice with a
picture from a book you have been reading.
In Maths, we have started to learn how to order times and how long
different activities might take e.g. seconds, minutes or hours. Time is
something you can be practicing at home with your child throughout the
day to the hour or half hour or by playing time games on TopMarks or BBC
Bitesize. We have also given out the NumBot logins this week so please take
some time to explore the App.
Mrs Ellis (Year 1 Leader), Miss Skidmore and Mrs Nolan

Year 2 had a really lovely time settling back in last week and have quickly
adjusted to ‘normal’ school life again. Last week we spent a lot of time
focusing on our well-being and creating bottle moments. These bottle
moments allowed us to explore some COVID wins. Out of everything
negative that has happened over the last year, we can still look at the bright
side and see some positives. Children also talked about what they couldn’t
wait to do including seeing friends, returning to swimming, visiting the library
and many others. This week, in Maths, we have been exploring money, a
topic that the children really enjoy. They have been identifying different
coins, calculating amounts and beginning to understand the concept of
change. The children have enjoyed using practical resources to support
their learning. This Friday is dress up day for comic relief and we can’t wait to
see all the children getting dressed up for this amazing charity.
Mrs Dankaro (Year 2 leader), Mrs Corbett and Miss De Araujo

This week in reception, we have been reading the story 'The Gingerbread
Man'. We completed lots of fun activities such as acting out the story,
talking about how gingerbread is made, designing a gingerbread man
and then finally making a gingerbread man shaped biscuit! The children
had lots of fun.
Please remember to check your child's Seesaw account regularly - please
ask if you need your child's log in details again.
Reading books need to be sent in on Monday, please remember to sign
your child's reading diary every time you listen to them read (we expect
children to read their school book 5 days per week). Reading little and
often will really help with their progress.
For further information about the week's learning, please see the separate
Reception newsletter which has been e-mailed to you.
Miss Ridgway (Early Years Leader), Miss Blower and Miss Mosey



Year 4

Year 4 have had another successful week at school and have been
working extremely hard across the curriculum. This week, the children have
started their new book in English, The Invention of Hugo Cabret and we
have been amazed by the children’s responses! We look forward to
finding out more as we read the book.

Year 4 have been finding the perimeter of shapes in Maths and have
shown an excellent understanding of the concept. In Humanities, the
children thoroughly enjoyed using maps to explore how Coventry has
changed over the years. As ever, we continue to encourage the children
to read at home and are proud of their achievements this week at school.

Miss Khan (Year 4 Leader), Mr Grafton and Miss Cox

Year 3

Year 6

Class Teacher Messages…

Year 5

This week, the children have enjoyed creating posters about the different
types of volcanoes. The children were enthusiastic as it gave them the
chance to combine their geographical skills with their artistic flair! In
Computing, children have continued to develop their coding skills, creating
a new animated Google logo. It was fantastic to see children working in
pairs to share their ideas and skills to create some wonderful work.

We have also been supporting the children to develop their organisational
skills including taking responsibility for ensuring all of their equipment is tidy
and in the correct place, which they have done brilliantly- well done
children! Finally, lots of the children have received a handwriting pen as
they have such wonderful handwriting. The children understand they must
keep up their high standards to keep their pen. Those who have yet to earn
one are very close and will hopefully earn one soon. Have a great
weekend!

Mr McCormick (Assistant Head and Year 5 leader), Mrs Walsh and Mrs
Collins

This week in year 3 we have started a new book in English. The children
have really enjoyed reading and making predictions about The Diary of a
Killer Cat.
We have continued working on Multiplication in Maths and the children
have worked extremely hard all week!
We have raised some money for charity by buying Red Noses and
wearing red on Friday

Miss Khan (Year 3 Leader), Miss Chapman and Mr James

It's been great seeing all of the children back this week. We've had lovely
feedback from them about how safe they feel in school thanks to all of the
cleaning and hand sanitising we do. Now they are back with their friends
the children are happy and the Year 6 classrooms feel complete once
more!
We transitioned back into learning almost seamlessly (a testament to the
effort made by you at home during the lockdown). Thank you for your
efforts in keeping them engaged - it was worth it! We look forward to seeing
the fantastic work the children produce over these next few weeks.

Mr Payne (Assistant Head and Year 6 Leader), Miss Wherly, Mrs Harrison and
Miss Shoker



A Message from the Admin Team

Nursery
We have now allocated our Nursery places for September and only have very limited spaces
available. Please contact the office if you require a place for September.

Pre-Ordering Meals
Please can ALL parents/carers ensure that they pre-book children's meals online via the school
gateway up to Easter including those that bring a packed lunch. This saves time in the
classroom in the mornings for extra learning.

Outstanding Monies
Please can any outstanding dinner money, breakfast club or Nursery fees be paid as soon as
possible via the School Gateway. Thank you

Breakfast/After School Club
We currently have spaces in both Breakfast and After School Clubs. Please email the office if
you are interested in a place admin@whitmorepark.org
Also just to confirm that Afterschool Club finishes at 4pm on a Friday to enable Mr Fox to fog the
building.

SEND Update

Hello everyone. This week has been lovely getting more THRIVE activities going. Amongst other
things – that aren’t quite ready to share yet – we have been using kinetic sand to:

Hope you all have a fabulous week.
Miss Carney

Reveal our creative talents 

whether that be creating sand 

sculptures and using paint 

brushes as a modelling tool…

Talk about our family and pets 

while wishing we were at the 

beach.

Reveal our creative talents 

whether that be creating sand 

sculptures and using paint 

brushes as a modelling tool

Twitter Update

6Beta have been reading ‘The Memory Cage’ by
Ruth Eastham. We’ve uploaded some of their
fantastic work to Twitter and caught the attention of
the author!

We’ve also been posting a lot of the Bottle
Moments that the children have created. If you
want to get involved with the Bottle Moments
project at home, visit:
https://www.bottlemoments.com/covid-19-kids

Make sure you follow our Twitter for more updates
and images of the children’s work - @whitmore_park

https://www.bottlemoments.com/covid-19-kids


A Message from the Inclusion Team

Uniform Plea!
We are desperately short of school boys/girls
trousers, skirts and dresses for our 'spares' box.

If you have any outgrown but still decent, 
we would be grateful for your donations! Please send them in to the admin office.

Please note we do not need school shirts or jumpers/cardigans at this time!

If you are concerned about your child's wellbeing, or that of your own, please contact the 
Welfare Team so that we can support you in the best way. 

You can email the Welfare Team at familywelfare@whitmorepark.org
or call the school office and they will redirect you.  

Whatever your concerns, no matter how small they may seem, 
we are here to support you and your family.

We are also well equipped to help support you with concerns regarding finances, 
food, general health and mental health. 

Please note, general queries not relating to Welfare type issues should still be directed to the 
admin@whitmorepark.org email address.

Some important information:
Winter Grant scheme Available to families in need till the end of March 2021

The COVID Winter Grant is available till the end of March 2021 to support vulnerable families 
and individuals in many ways – from food to warm clothing. Find out more and how to apply at 

www.coventry.gov.uk/coronavirus or call 0808 583 4333
Early Help & Family Hub Support See the attached Spring Term Newsletter for more information 

on the services available in Coventry
Food Bank Vouchers can be issued if you are struggling to afford to buy

food and/toiletries for your family. Please contact us for advice.

Our School Nursing Team Health focused websites

Coventry School Nurses have launched two websites, one aimed at children and another
tailored towards teenagers:
www.healthforkids.co.uk offers a fun way for children to learn about health with games,
activities and quizzes.
www.healthforteens.co.uk hosts videos and webchats as well as articles to educate teenagers
on a range of health topics such as contraception, mental health, drugs and alcohol.

Chat Health texting service Chat health is a free service that enables 11-18 year olds across
Coventry to send confidential SMS text messages to School Nurses who will provide impartial
advice and support. The number to text is 07507 331949.

Parent Advice Parents can call the School Nurses between 8.30am -16.30pm, Monday to Friday
on 02475189190 to discuss any child health concerns they may have.

For advice and support from your school nurse please text "Chat Health" on 07507 329114 9am-
5pm Monday to Friday. If your child is unwell please call your GP or call 111. For medical
emergencies ring 999.

This week Mrs Smith has been creating LEGO 
buildings with children. This activity is great for 

bonding as you can follow instructions together 
and share the experience of completing a

model from scratch.

Why not design and build a LEGO model with your 
child this weekend? You could even use wooden 
blocks or junk modelling. Send a picture of your 

creation to your teacher on class dojo!

http://www.coventry.gov.uk/coronavirus
http://www.healthforkids.co.uk/
http://www.healthforteens.co.uk/



