
Message from Mrs McGibney

Dear parents and carers,

As we approach the end of February, I would like to thank you again for your continued

support during these challenging times. It is wonderful to see the children happy learning,

whether in the school building or working remotely from home. It has been a joy to see

many of our children receiving Golden Tickets and all children should be very proud of

their achievements over the last two months. I am sure we are all looking forward to

seeing the staff videos of the masked readers for World Book Day and that children have

a super day dressing up in their masks sharing their stories.

All of the staff are busy preparing for the safe return of our children on the 8th March and

we can’t wait to see them all back in school. Thank you for your patience during these

times. We will share arrangements for the return to school with you once we have

everything confirmed. Can I please ask that you check your emails regularly throughout

next week and contact the admin team if you have any queries.

I hope all of the children have a good week, working apart for one final week and that

they enjoy the Zoom assemblies taking place on Thursday and Friday which are an

opportunity for them to re-connect with their friends. Everyone is counting down the days

to when our whole school community can be re-united. Mrs McGibney

Health and Safety

We are really looking forward to welcoming back all our pupils on 8 March 2021. We appreciate
that for some parents and children, a return to school after a lengthy absence can be daunting.
However, we would like to reassure you that we continue to follow the DfE and Public Health
England COVID-19 guidelines, to keep the school community as safe as possible. We have
stringent cleaning procedures in place throughout the school day and we always ensure there
are ample supplies of hand sanitiser and PPE. In addition, our staff are taking part in Lateral Flow
Testing, twice a week.

What you can do to help
• Please DO NOT send your child to school is they have any of the following symptoms: a new

continuous cough or a high temperature or has a loss of, or change in, their normal sense of
taste or smell. If they have any of these symptoms, please follow the guidelines from the link
below or call 119 for advice:

• https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_dat
a/file/906663/20203007_Easy_read_household_isolation_v3.1.pdf

• Please wear a face covering whilst on the school site.
• Please adhere to the 2 metre distancing rule at all times (even if you are wearing a face

covering). This has been proved to be the most effective way of preventing the spread of the
virus.

• Please do not arrive more than 5 minutes before the class start time, where possible (we
understand that you may have more than one child to drop off).

• One only adult should be on the school site with your child. This enables us to reduce the
number of adults on site at any time.

• You can keep up to date with Government guidelines at https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
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Reading

As many of you may know next week we will be celebrating World Book Day. This is a fantastic
way to celebrate books, authors, illustrators and the love of reading. At Whitmore Park, Reading is
at the core of everything we do and something we are passionate about.

This week all the staff at Whitmore Park have been disguising their faces and voices to do the
Masked Reader so look out for the videos next week. It is sure to be the best reading experience
ever. To celebrate next week there will be a assembly to introduce the week as well as a special
assembly from David Walliams. We cannot wait!

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/906663/20203007_Easy_read_household_isolation_v3.1.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus


Remote Learning

Thank you for your responses to the Remote Learning Survey. We had very many positive
responses and messages of thanks for the staff which is very much appreciated.

Here are the responses to the questions where parents strongly agree or agree:

Question 1: The learning is clear, supportive and eary to follow 85% strongly agree or agree
Question 2: My child is engaged and motivated to learn 71% strongly agree or agree
Question 3: My child receives regular feedback from teachers and teaching assistants 95%
strongly agree or agree
Question 4:My child spends the right amount of time on their learning (EYFS/KS1 3 hours, KS2 4
hours) 73% strongly agree or agree
Question 5: There is support if my child is struggling 88% strongly agree or agree

Some of the positive feedback:
The video lessons are clear and easy to follow – they are a huge to support to my child
learning.
The feedback and support from the staff is really helpful.
The daily encouragement from the staff helps motivate my child to learn.

Some of the ways to make it better
More Zoom assemblies to help the children connect.
A way to speak to the teacher directly.

Next week there will be another Zoom assembly to give the children an opportunity to
reconnect before they return on 8th March. Look out for information next week.

One more week of Remote Learning – keep going everyone – you’re doing a brilliant job!
Some more lovely pictures below of children with their Golden Tickets and Wonka Bars – Well
done everyone!

Mrs Squires (Deputy Head) and Mr Payne (Assistant Head) – Remote Learning leaders



Reception

Year 1

Year 2

Nursery

Class Teacher Messages…

We have had a lot of fun this week in Nursery using our new hobby horses. The
children like using them so much that I will be introducing more hobby horses
for when all the children return to school. We have been working very hard this
week practising our turn taking skills. For wellbeing Wednesday, we talked
about things that make us happy. Some of us drew pictures of happy things
outside with chalks.
Have a good week, and see you all soon.
Mrs McShane (Nursery Teacher)

We hope you all had a super half term and are ready to learn for just one
more week at home! In English, we have been learning about Wolves and the
children in school have really enjoyed learning facts about them so we hope
you have at home too! If you are looking for something to do this weekend,
we will be doing some research on Wolves in English next week if you want to
get ahead! You could watch videos, find TV shows or books about wolves to
learn something new. In Maths, we have been working really hard working with
numbers to 40. At home you can practise counting 10p coins or exercising to
Jack Hartman’s counting in 10s on YouTube to develop your child’s
understanding with this topic.
We started out new Humanities topic, Victorians, this week and we had an
amazing time traveling lesson back to Victorians times! Children thought of
some superb questions which we will be answering throughout our Humanities
lessons this half term.
One last week learning from home, make it your best one yet and we will see
you very soon!
Mrs Ellis (Year 1 Leader), Miss Skidmore and Mrs Nolan

Welcome back to the first week of the new half term. Hope you all had a
lovely break, spending time with your families. This week we have started a
new book called Meerkat Mail, where Sunny decides to go on an adventure
away from home. Next week we are going to be writing our very own
postcards! In Art, we have been practising to make silhouettes of fish. It has
been lovely to see all the different variations of fish and how well you have
used your cutting skills to make them. This week was the last week for giving
out golden tickets and the teachers have found it very difficult to choose a
winner each day as the work has been so good. Please continue to keep this
up as we enter into the last week of remote learning. Can’t wait to see you
soon. Mrs Dankaro (Year 2 leader), Mrs Corbett and Miss De Araujo

Well done children for a brilliant week of learning after your half-term rest. The
children have enjoyed the story 'George and the Dragon' and were surprised
to find out that George was a tiny mouse. There was some lovely vocabulary
in this story, such as 'mighty' and 'monstrous'. Next week, children will be
creating a story map to help them to be able to retell the story themselves.
We have loved looking at the pictures sent in from home on Seesaw,
especially of the fantastic dragons that were created! Keep up the great work
next week everyone and remember to keep sending us pictures on Seesaw...
not long now and we will all be back in the classroom together. We can't
wait!
Miss Ridgway (Early Years Leader), Miss Blower and Miss Mosey



Year 4

This week, Year 4 have had a brilliant first week back in their learning and
as their teachers we are constantly impressed with their effort and
dedication. In English, we have started our new text called The Wolves In
The Walls and children have been extremely engaged with this strange
new tale! In Maths, they have shown an excellent understanding of
decimals. We have also started our new unit on The Local Area in
Geography and it was great to see many children recall information about
the United Kingdom. We hope the children enjoyed their half term and it
has been lovely to hear how excited the children are to return during class
discussions. We hope you and your families are healthy, happy and safe
and we look forward to seeing you all very soon!

Miss Khan (Year 4 Leader), Mr Grafton and Miss Cox

Year 3

Year 6

Class Teacher Messages…

Year 5

We hope all of the children in year 5 have enjoyed their learning this week.
As teachers, we were genuinely excited to launch our Geography topic on
volcanoes. It has been great to see some of the volcanoes children made
at home and the facts they have researched. This week, we have also
been reading the book Outlaw by Michael Morpurgo which is based on
the legend of Robin Hood. As well as developing children’s reading skills,
the book also explores some key themes such as fairness and rights and
responsibilities. Exploring these themes with the children will enable us to
further develop their understanding of morals and the importance of
treating people fairly in society. Once again, thank you for all of the support
you are giving your child at home.

Mr McCormick (Assistant Head and Year 5 leader), Mrs Walsh and Mrs
Collins

We hope everyone had a nice break and got some well-deserved rest.
The children have worked really hard this week and produced some super
work. In English, we have started to look at a new book, the children have
enjoyed making predictions about this book which is a twist on traditional
fairy-tale. In Maths, we have continued to learn about money, the
children have been finding change and solving word problems. In
Humanities we have started to learn about The Romans, the children have
been asking questions and telling us what they already know about this
fascinating time in history.
Lots of children have received their well-deserved Golden Tickets and
more will be handed out this week! Miss Khan (Year 3 Leader), Miss
Chapman and Mr James

It’s been another great week for those working both in school and at home
- we’ve given out lots of golden tickets and there’s a real buzz now we
know we will all be coming together again on March 8th. Keep up the hard
work at home for one more week, and we are looking forward to a number
of exciting projects and tasks for the Year 6’s to complete on their return!
We won’t give too much away this week, but keep a look out on next
week’s newsletter for some exciting Year 6 news!

Mr Payne (Assistant Head and Year 6 Leader), Miss Wherly, Mrs Harrison and
Miss Shoker



Online Safety

Following on from the Safer Internet Week before half-term, the school is keen to continue to
promote the importance of online safety regularly. One of the ways the school can do this is to
share key information with parents and carers and to also share child-friendly games and
resources to support children’s understanding too.

Below is a link to a game made by google called Interland which promotes key online safety
messages. The link has also been sent directly to your email account.

Interland
KS1 and KS2

https://beinternetawesome.withgoogle.com/en_us/interland/landing/tower-of-treasure

A Message from the Admin Team

Applications for Nursery for September are open!

If your child was born between 1st September 2017 and 31st August 2018 
they can join our Nursery in September.

Call the school office on 02476 335697 or email 
admin@whitmorepark.org for more information.

Applications are available on our school website 
https://www.whitmorepark.org/prospective-parents/

If you have a Reception aged child and have not yet applied for them to attend, you still have
time! Applications need to be in by the start of April.

Outstanding Monies
Please can any outstanding dinner money, breakfast club or Nursery fees be paid as soon as
possible via the School Gateway. Thank you

Thank you so much to the kind parent in reception and the
Body Shop for the generous gifts. The staff have really appreciated it!
Thankyou

https://beinternetawesome.withgoogle.com/en_us/interland/landing/tower-of-treasure
mailto:admin@whitmorepark.org
https://www.whitmorepark.org/prospective-parents/


A Message from the Inclusion Team

We are really looking forward to seeing children and families return to our school on the 8th 
March, however we know that for some children the prospect can be daunting and they may 

begin to experience some anxieties about coming back. 

If you are concerned about your child's wellbeing, or that of your own, please contact the 
Welfare Team so that we can support you in the best way. 

You can email the Welfare Team at familywelfare@whitmorepark.org
or call the school office and they will redirect you.  

Whatever your concerns, no matter how small they may seem, 
we are here to support you and your family.

We are also well equipped to help support you with concerns regarding finances, 
food, general health and mental health. 

Please note, general queries not relating to Welfare type issues should still be directed to the 
admin@whitmorepark.org email address.

.

Winter Wanderland

SAT 27 FEB – FRI 5 MAR 2021: COUNDON, RADFORD & HOLBROOKS

In February and March 2021, streets across Coventry and Warwickshire will light up their front
windows and gardens and become beautiful walking trails. We are excited to announce that
Whitmore Park Primary School will be taking part in this event by creating a large window display
in the school which will be visible from the school gates. Our theme is ‘Under the Sea’ and the
children in school have been busy creating their sea creatures for our window.

We would like to encourage as many of our families to get involved with this project so that
together we can bring some colour and imagination to our community which we can all enjoy.

HOW TO TAKE PART
1. Make something to display in your window. It can be small and simple, or large and

elaborate.
2. Click ‘Take part in this event’ - https://www.windowwanderland.com/event/coundon-

radford-holbrooks-2021/ to register your window display on the online map.
3. Use the map to plan your walking route and see what your neighbours have made!

Window Wanderland can be enjoyed by all ages and abilities, so everyone on your street can
get involved.
For more ideas check out: www.windowwanderland.com/gallery/
Don’t forget to send us a picture of your window display so that we can add it to our twitter
page.
We can’t wait to see your creations!

https://www.windowwanderland.com/event/coundon-radford-holbrooks-2021/
http://www.windowwanderland.com/gallery/


Useful Links

Fuel Vouchers/Green Doctor Project

Groundwork are now able to issue fuel vouchers to households who are struggling with the costs
of gas and electric. £49 for a family.

The vouchers will be issued as part of our new Green Doctor project and details of this are below.
Anyone who completes the referral form for a voucher will also be contacted about the project.
There is an online referral form for you to use via the following link:
https://www.groundwork.org.uk/cadent-foundation-green-doctor/

You will need to add in the comments box that you are referring for a voucher and give any
further details that may help us.

The Green Doctor project will:
• Phone consultation with possible follow up visit if necessary (dependant on COVID-19

guidelines)
• Energy Price comparison check
• Energy efficiency check-up and advice
• Supply FREE energy saving measure for people’s homes including:
• LED bulbs
• Radiator reflector panels
• Draught proofing
• CO monitors
• Room thermometers
• Blankets
• Hot water bottles
• Emergency heaters

Winter Grant scheme
The COVID Winter Grant is available till the end of March 2021 to support vulnerable families 
and individuals in many ways – from food to warm clothing.

Find out more and how to apply at www.coventry.gov.uk/coronavirus or call 0808 583 4333

Mental Health & Wellbeing

Young Minds - a national charity which supports children and young people with mental health
and well being. They have specific resources for young people around COVID-19, and also offer
support to parents.

Childline - Childline is available to help anyone under 19 in the UK with any issue they’re going
through. You can talk about anything. Whether it’s something big or small, they have trained
counsellors to support you. The helpline is 0800 1111 and is available between 9am to midnight
every day.

Samaritans - Coventry & District Samaritans is an independent charity, run entirely by unpaid
volunteers. They provide a free 24-hour helpline for people who are upset, troubled or who are
feeling suicidal. Call 116 123 at any time of the day or night or email jo@samaritans.org.

In addition to their normal services Samaritans has set up a confidential support line for NHS
workers and volunteers in England. This operates from 7am to 11pm every day. NHS staff can, of
course, still use the 24 hour helpline if they prefer.

The Mental Health Foundation has some helpful tips and ideas about coping with the COVID-19 
outbreak and isolating.

Our School Nursing Team Health focused websites

Coventry School Nurses have launched two websites, one aimed at children and another
tailored towards teenagers:
www.healthforkids.co.uk offers a fun way for children to learn about health with games, activities
and quizzes.
www.healthforteens.co.uk hosts videos and webchats as well as articles to educate teenagers
on a range of health topics such as contraception, mental health, drugs and alcohol.

https://www.groundwork.org.uk/cadent-foundation-green-doctor/
http://www.coventry.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.childline.org.uk/get-support/contacting-childline/message-from-childline/
https://www.samaritans.org/branches/coventry/
https://www.samaritans.org/how-we-can-help/health-and-care/here-listen-support-line-nhs-people/
http://www.healthforkids.co.uk/
http://www.healthforteens.co.uk/

