
Message from Mrs McGibney

Dear parents and carers,
As we come to the end of this term we reflect on how very proud we are of our
children. Throughout lockdown and the return to school following it, our children
have worked with resilience and responsibility. I am delighted to say that the
children are enjoying their learning and are continuing to work incredibly hard.
This week we are completing some assessments in maths and reading so we know
exactly what to teach and we can make the most of every single lesson after
Easter. I think we are all looking forward to the chance to enjoy seeing some
family and friends again in more social circumstances from Monday. Please can I
remind you how important it is that we all continue to follow the government
guidance. I hope you all have a lovely weekend and the sun shines.

Health and Safety

Traffic at the school gates can create dangerous environments for our pupils. To make sure
everyone is safe on their journeys to school, try something different! Walk or cycle or if there is no
other option but to drive, please park further away from school. Even a five minute walk in the
morning and evening can have huge benefits, and it increases safety at the school gate.

As playground is much busier since the full reopening, could you please ensure that you keep your
child with you on at the start/end of the day and where possible, separate from the other classes
and most certainly from other year groups? This helps with track and trace of close contacts if
there was a positive case in school and ensures the safety of your child and others, on a busy
playground.

Please do not send your child to school if they or anyone in your household has the following
symptoms:

• New, continuous cough or high temperature or loss of or change in normal sense of taste or
smell.

• Anyone with symptoms should arrange for a PCR test online or by calling 119 and notify the
school immediately. Please ensure that you know and understand the latest government
guidance, which can be found at https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus.

• Please do not arrive more than 5 minutes before the class start time, where possible (we
understand that you may have more than one child to drop off).

• Please leave the site as soon as your child goes into class or is collected from class. DO NOT
stop to have conversations.
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Reading

I hope you all enjoyed the poetry theme last week and were able to read some amazing poems.
Well done to 4 Beta, 4 Delta and 6 Beta who had 90% or more children reading 5 times or more
last week. Next week we would really like to see the whole school reaching these percentages!

This week I would like all children to have a go at a quiz of your choice from:
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/quizzes/.
There are lots of different quizzes suitable for Early Years up to Year 6. It is a great way to test your
reading knowledge based on a subject of your choice. Happy Reading!

Online Safety

This week's whole school assembly focussed on how children can seek help from ChildLine.
Children were shown features of the website including games which can help support their safety
online and general wellbeing.

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/quizzes/


Nursery

Reception

Year 1

Year 2

Class Teacher Messages…

We have enjoyed exploring our new construction equipment, we do need
to have quite strong hands to fit some of the pieces together. We have
made houses, cars and even rockets! This is great for developing our sense
of space and shape. Whilst also building our muscles to make us great
writers. We have been all over the world travelling in our rockets. Another
popular thing that we have created was an owl’s nest following on from our
learning book last week, “Owl Babies”
Nursery only has a few places left for September. If you or someone you
know would like a Nursery place, please go to our Reception and request
an application form.
Mrs McShane (Nursery Teacher)

This week, we have had our RE day! We have learnt lots about Jewish
people and what their beliefs are. We had a fantastic video from a Jewish
teacher Mr Rosenberg who told us all about some of the festivals that he
takes part in. The children were very good at discussing the 10
Commandments and how these link to Christianity. We also looked at links
with Islam and some simple similarities between different religions. In
Humanities, we learnt about how rich Victorians lived and What they did in
day-to-day life. We learnt about how Lady Mary Collier lived and then the
children thought of some excellent questions to ask her.
In Maths, we have been learning about recognising coins and adding small
amounts together. This is something you can practise at home to support
your child by playing with and using coins. You could give them a small
amount up to 20p and ask them to work out how much the coins are worth.
Some reminders: Homework is set each Thursday and is due the following
Tuesday. Please ensure you read and sign your child's diary at least 5 times
per week.
Mrs Ellis (Year 1 Leader), Miss Skidmore and Mrs Nolan

This week we have been continuing to explore the book 'The Story Machine'.
Last week we 'built' the room and took a step into Elliott's world discussing
and acting out how he would have felt at different parts during the story.
The children thoroughly enjoyed it and I think we may have some budding
actors and actresses among us. This week we are using this immersive
technique to help us with the retelling of the story.
In RE this week, we have been looking at sacred texts among different
religions. We explored different stories of different faiths, looking at the
similarities and differences between these stories and what it teaches the
people of those religions. The children enjoyed talking about what they
knew and learning about different cultures and how they try to live their lives
based on the texts they read.
Mrs Dankaro (Year 2 leader), Mrs Corbett and Miss De Araujo

In Reception this week, learning has focused around the traditional tale
‘The enormous Turnip’. Classes have acted out the story using masks of the
characters, learned about how seeds are planted and written instructions.
They have also planted radish seeds and looked at a variety of vegetables
including a turnip. In PE, children really enjoyed using the apparatus for
climbing. Please remember to check your child’s seesaw account regularly
and see the additional Reception newsletter for further information about
the weeks learning which is e-mailed to you.
Miss Ridgway (Early Years Leader), Miss Blower and Miss Mosey



Year 4

Year 4 have had another successful week at school and have completed
lots of fantastic learning. This week, the children have been learning about
mass, volume and length and have gained a good understanding of
metres, centimetre, and kilometres especially when converting from one
to another.
In Humanities, the children have been researching key aspects of
Coventry in preparation for next week when they will create a non-
chronological report. Lots of children have been reading at home and we
expect all children to read five times a week, so keep up the great work!
We hope the children have a restful weekend as they have been working
extremely hard.
Miss Khan (Year 4 Leader), Mr Grafton and Miss Cox

Year 3

Year 6

Class Teacher Messages…

Year 5

This week, the children had the opportunity to listen to a local Musical
Director talk about their job in the music industry. The children learnt how
Jon had worked with some of the world's most famous artists including Olly
Murs, Katy Perry and One Direction! Jon talked about his passion for music,
encouraging the children to follow their passion so they might one day
combine this with their dream job. Jon is local to Coventry so was keen to
encourage children to take advantage of Coventry's City of Culture status.
In English, we have been practising story writing skills including using similes,
metaphors and personification. The children have generated some
excellent examples and will include these in their stories next week.
Mr McCormick (Assistant Head and Year 5 leader), Mrs Walsh and Mrs
Collins

Year 3 have had a fantastic week and have worked extremely hard. This
week, we have continued reading 'Diary of a Killer Cat' in English. The
children have enjoyed finding out what the cat has been up to next! In
English, we have also been practising writing a diary ready for our
independent work next week. In Maths, we have started to learn division
methods.
This week, we looked at 'right or wrong' in RE and the children listened to
the story of Adam and Eve. In Humanities, the children have thoroughly
enjoyed learning about the Romans, especially the battle against the
Celts!
We are very proud of how hard the children have worked this week.
Miss Khan (Year 3 Leader), Miss Chapman and Mr James

This week the children have had 2 virtual visits: one from Jon Shone, the
musical director and One direction band member, and one from the
school nurses to teach them some relaxation and mindfulness techniques.
It’s great that we get the chance to still invite these guests into our school
(albeit virtually!) and that they can share their knowledge and experiences
with our children.
We’ve also been busy designing our own lunar theme parks this week and
the engagement levels have been through the roof! The children have
enjoyed this project immensely, equipping them with real life skills and
knowledge needed for their futures. We look forward to putting it all into
practice during our enterprise week later in the summer term.
Mr Payne (Assistant Head and Year 6 Leader), Miss Wherly, Mrs Harrison and
Miss Shoker



A Message from the Admin Team

School Meals
After the Easter holidays we will be going onto a new menu in school that will run on a 3 week
rotation. These meals are now available to pre order.
Please pre order your child’s meal option each day even if they are having a packed lunch
from home by using the School Gateway.

Menus can be found on our letters page - https://www.whitmorepark.org/newsletters/

Heights and Weights
The school nursing team will be coming into school on Wednesday 28th (Reception) and
Thursday 29th April (Year 6) to do the heights and weights of children.

Every year in England, school children in Reception and Year 6 have their height and weight
checked at school as part of the National Child Measurement Programme.
Since lockdown commenced in March 2020 statistics show that children who were already
struggling with their weight have been eating and sleeping more during this enforced period
and exercising much less when compared to their routines a year ago. The harmful effects that
lockdown has had on children demonstrates the essential role this initiative achieves.

Height and weight measurements are used to calculate weight status. We collect this
information because it is in the public interest to understand how many children are overweight;
healthy weight or underweight. Your child’s class will take part in this year’s programme.

The checks are carried out by registered school nurses or trained health care professionals.

SEND Update

Hello. Mrs Smith and I have great fun supporting children this week. We’ve been:

We have lots of ideas for what we will be completing next week before we break up for the
Easter holiday.

Hope you all have a fabulous week.

Miss Carney

We’ve been exploring drying 

paint and then creating 

pictures with dried paint.

We’ve been making clay pots 

– keep an eye to see what 

happens next week

Making our own keyrings

https://www.whitmorepark.org/newsletters/


A Message from the Inclusion Team

Relaxation Sessions
Coventry School Nursing Team held virtual sessions with years 4,5 and 6 this week based on the 

theme of 'Relaxation' Children were given lots of important information such as how much sleep 
they should be getting and some useful calming techniques to help with stress.

Uniform Plea!
We are desperately short of school boys/girls
trousers, skirts and dresses for our 'spares' box.

If you have any outgrown but still decent, 
we would be grateful for your donations! Please send them in to the admin office.

Please note we do not need school shirts or jumpers/cardigans at this time!

If you are concerned about your child's wellbeing, or that of your own, please contact the 
Welfare Team so that we can support you in the best way. 

You can email the Welfare Team at familywelfare@whitmorepark.org
or call the school office and they will redirect you.  

We are well equipped to help support you with concerns regarding finances, 
food, general health and mental health. 

Please note, general queries not relating to Welfare type issues should still be directed to the 
admin@whitmorepark.org email address.

Some important information:
Coventry Domestic Abuse Services (see flyer attached) support for families and victims,

call the “Safe to Talk” Helpline 0800 111 4998.
RISE Support for young people experiencing mental health difficulties cwrise.com

Food Bank Vouchers can be issued if you are struggling to afford to buy
food and/toiletries for your family. Please contact us for advice.

Useful Links

Mental Health & Wellbeing
Young Minds - a national charity which supports children and young people with mental health
and well being. They have specific resources for young people around COVID-19, and also
offer support to parents.

Childline - Childline is available to help anyone under 19 in the UK with any issue they’re going
through. You can talk about anything. Whether it’s something big or small, they have trained
counsellors to support you. The helpline is 0800 1111 and is available between 9am to midnight
every day.

Samaritans - Coventry & District Samaritans is an independent charity, run entirely by unpaid
volunteers. They provide a free 24-hour helpline for people who are upset, troubled or who are
feeling suicidal. Call 116 123 at any time of the day or night or email jo@samaritans.org.

In addition to their normal services Samaritans has set up a confidential support line for NHS
workers and volunteers in England. This operates from 7am to 11pm every day. NHS staff can, of
course, still use the 24 hour helpline if they prefer.

Children have been making their own clay pots this week with Mrs Smith, and painting them 
once dry.

We plan to plant sunflowers into them and watch them grow!

https://youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.childline.org.uk/get-support/contacting-childline/message-from-childline/
https://www.samaritans.org/branches/coventry/
https://www.samaritans.org/how-we-can-help/health-and-care/here-listen-support-line-nhs-people/

