
Message from Mrs McGibney

Dear parents and carers,

The children have only had a few days in school this week, however, they continue to

work with enthusiasm and determination. It has been lovely to see so many children taking

part in after school clubs – whether that is sporting activities, playing the ukulele,

gardening and many other activities. It has also been wonderful to observe the winning

children from the poetry competition choosing their books this afternoon. I hope they

enjoy reading them and sharing them with their families. I hope you have a super

weekend with your families.

Health and Safety

Although the number of cases locally and nationally are reducing, we want to reassure parents
that we continue to follow the school’s Risk Assessment. We would ask you to follow the guidelines
below:

Please do not send your child to school if they or anyone in your household has the following
symptoms:
New, continuous cough or high temperature or loss of or change in normal sense of taste or smell.
Anyone with symptoms should arrange for a PCR test online or by calling 119 and notify the school
immediately. Please ensure that you know and understand the latest government guidance,
which can be found at https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus.

We would also like to remind you that should your child be sick at home or at school, they must not
return to school for 48 hours after the last bout of sickness.

Rapid lateral flow testing for households and bubbles of school pupils and staff is now in place.
Parents and carers can collect home test kits at a local collection point to allow LFT to be done at
home. For further information and to find out your nearest collection point, please go to:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-
pupils-and-staff.

If you would like to keep up to date with your local area data please click on this link. COVID-19
(Coronavirus) data for Coventry | Health and wellbeing | Coventry City Council
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Online Safety

Whilst gaming can have benefits for children, too much gaming can, for some children cause
long-term wellbeing concerns. If you are concerned about how much time your child spends
gaming and need support in discussing this with them, you may find the following link helpful.

https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/parents-guide-to-support-a-z/parents-guide-to-
support-gaming/

Reading

We are proud to announce the winners for the Whitmore Park Poetry Competition. Well done to
all of the children who took part. We had some super entries and they will be displayed around
the school and made into a poetry book.

The winners will receive a certificate and book and they are:

Year 2 - Harveer

Year 3 - Saad

Year 4 - Eleanor

Year 5 - Manreet and Taran

Year 6 - Isabella and Elliana H.

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff
https://www.coventry.gov.uk/info/195/facts_about_coventry/2437/health_and_wellbeing/4
https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/for-parents/parents-guide-to-support-a-z/parents-guide-to-support-gaming/


Nursery

Reception

Year 1

Year 2

Class Teacher Messages…

This week in Nursery we are learning to understand and use positional
language. We have enjoyed sharing two books. Where’s Spot? and Where
is Marmaduke? We have had lots of fun trying to find Marmaduke in the
story, as he hides in different places. We have also been guessing who is
hiding in Spot’s house.
We have continued practising positional language in P.E. and in the garden.
Don’t forget to look at my holiday pictures on Seesaw and send me a
message.
Mrs McShane (Nursery Teacher)

This week, we have continued learning about animals in science! We have
looked closely at birds this week and the features they have. We learnt a
little bit about a few different birds as well. Over the weekend, look in the sky
and see which birds you see. You could even research what type of bird
they are.
We have continued with 'The Smartest Giant in Town' and the children loved
the ending where George was given a crown. During their book review
lesson, lots of them gave the book 5 stars so we are very glad they enjoyed
it! Next week, we are learning about pets! If you would like to bring in a
picture of your pet or any information about your pet, we would love to
share it!
Mrs Ellis (Year 1 Leader), Miss Skidmore and Mrs Nolan

This week we have been working on position, movements and turns in
Maths. At times this has been tricky, remembering left and right and what
quarter or half turns look like (but our time learning has really helped with
this). In English, we have started a brand new book, Two Frogs, which has
been a funny read so far. We have familiarised ourselves with the features of
a story which will help us when we come to writing our retell of the story.
In Science, our beans have grown successfully and we have seen lots of
changes in them that have matched our predictions. This brings us to the
end of our plants topic but next week we look forward to starting a new one!
We continue to ask to keep reading at home daily as we still haven't had
any classes reaching 100% in reading 5 times or more. Remember each
child that reads 5 times or more gets a stamp in their diary and will be on
their way to gaining a brand new book of their own!
Mrs Corbett. Miss Wherly and Miss De Araujo

The children have listened to a lovely story called 'The Runaway Pea' from
the Book Trust. All children have been given a free copy of this book to take
home and keep. We hope they enjoy sharing it with you at home too. We
have been observing how some of the beans have begun to grow in the
classroom. We're going to keep them in school for another week to
continue to observe the changes before sending them home for your child
to look after.
We are running low on both boys and girls socks (that we use as spares in
school), if you have any spare at home we would be grateful of any
donations. As the weather gets warmer, children are more likely to remove
school jumpers and cardigans. Please can you ensure that all items of
clothing and personal belongings are named.
Miss Ridgway (Early Years Leader), Miss Blower and Miss Mosey



Year 4

This week the children are all biographied out! They returned to school
after the bank holiday weekend well rested and ready for a productive
week. In English, they enjoyed interviewing Mrs Baker as part of our unit on
Biographies and generated many fascinating questions to find out about
Mrs Baker's life. The children then planned and wrote a biography on Mrs
Baker producing some excellent writing and we now look forward to their
independent writing about a biography on a friend in their class. In Maths,
the children concluded their unit on Fractions and learnt to subtract
fractions from mixed numbers and used lots of their maths skills when
solving tricky questions. In Science, the classes learnt about how to classify
animals and use keys to identify them before writing biographies about
Greta Thunberg or Sir David Attenborough who they were absolutely
fascinated with!

Miss Khan (Year 4 Leader), Mr Grafton and Miss Cox

Year 3

Year 6

Class Teacher Messages…

Year 5

This week the children have been writing a biography for the character
Elliot Hooper from the class novel: 'Who Let the Gods Out'. In Science, we
have been exploring different forces with a particular focus this week in air
resistance. We discussed ways to improve aerodynamics and impact this
has on cycling for example. The children have continued to add and
subtract fractions in Maths as well as practising division by 10, 100 and 1000.

Mr McCormick (Assistant Head and Year 5 leader), Mrs Walsh and Mrs
Collins

We have been continuing learning about fractions in Maths this week.
Children have been working extremely hard to find equivalent fractions
using a fraction wall and their times table knowledge. In English, the
children have been independently writing a persuasive letter to Mrs
McGibney asking for a class pet! In RHE, our topic is 'Relationships'. This
week, we have been focusing on how to solve friendship issues. The
children had great ideas on how to compromise and solve issues between
themselves. We are continuing to grow our radish seeds for our Science
experiment and the children have been great at remembering to water
them! We hope you had a lovely day off on Teacher Training Day!

Miss Khan (Year 3 Leader), Miss Chapman and Mr James

No, our Year 6's are not pretending to have elephant trunks! We've been
celebrating British Science Week this week (though a little later than the
official date!) and looking at the theme 'Innovations for the Future'.
Learning about light and how it travels in straight lines has been an
important part of the week, ending with the children creating their own
periscopes using mirrors to reflect light. We've looked at the developments
from their use in WW2 trenches to submarines and beyond, and thought
about similar technologies (including the Periscope app) and uses for the
future.

Can we please take this opportunity to remind children not to bring in things
from home to ensure our school remains safe and sanitised.

Mr Payne (Assistant Head and Year 6 Leader), Mrs Harrison and Miss Shoker



A Message from the Inclusion Team

Punctuality and Attendance

Whole school attendance last week was - 95.6%

Thank you for your continued co-operation and support with
improving our school attendance.

It is vital that children are in school on time each day. An important part of the school day is the 
'settling in' time in the mornings which children can miss if they are even a few minutes late. 

If your child is absent from school you must contact the school by 9.20am on each day of 
absence; giving a clear reason for absence along with your child’s full name and class details.

Children’s attendance is monitored weekly by our Attendance Team who seek to work actively 
with parents/carers to ensure that regular attendance is maintained (with the exceptions of 

children isolating in line with current Guidance). 

If you are concerned about your child's wellbeing, or that of your own, 
please contact the Welfare Team so that we can support you in the best way. 

You can email the Welfare Team at familywelfare@whitmorepark.org
We are well equipped to help support and signpost you with concerns regarding 

finances, food, general health and mental health. 

A Message from the Admin Team

The admin team have plenty of uniform in stock currently. You can purchase it on the 
School Gateway. 

Computing

In Year 3 we have been using the iMotion app to create our very own stop motion animations.
We explored how frames in animations are used and created to make moving pictures. Pupils
created frames by drawing a simple picture, taking a picture of it within the iMotion app, then
making a very small change to the image and taking another picture. The iMotion app then
allowed the children to watch their frames back as an animation!

The children produced a range of creative ideas that showed their understanding of how a
sequence of images is used to create movement.

Can you spot the changes?

Mr Evans, Computing Teacher



Limited Spaces Available for Nursery in 

September!

If your child was born between 1st September 2017 and 

31st August 2018 they can join our Nursery in September.

We have limited spaces available so:

Call the school office on 02476 335697

or

Email admin@whitmorepark.org for more information.

Applications are available on our school website 

https://www.whitmorepark.org/prospective-parents/

mailto:admin@whitmorepark.org
https://www.whitmorepark.org/prospective-parents/


Limited Spaces Available for Reception in 

September 2021!

If your child was born between 1st September 2016 and 

31st August 2017 they can join our Reception in 

September 2021.

We have limited spaces available so:

Call the Admissions Team on 02476 975445

or

Email admin@whitmorepark.org for more information.

Applications are available on our school website 

https://www.whitmorepark.org/prospective-parents/

mailto:admin@whitmorepark.org
https://www.whitmorepark.org/prospective-parents/


Useful Links

Mental Health & Wellbeing

Young Minds - a national charity which supports children and young people with mental health
and well being. They have specific resources for young people around COVID-19, and also offer
support to parents.

Childline - Childline is available to help anyone under 19 in the UK with any issue they’re going
through. You can talk about anything. Whether it’s something big or small, they have trained
counsellors to support you. The helpline is 0800 1111 and is available between 9am to midnight
every day.

Samaritans - Coventry & District Samaritans is an independent charity, run entirely by unpaid
volunteers. They provide a free 24-hour helpline for people who are upset, troubled or who are
feeling suicidal. Call 116 123 at any time of the day or night or email jo@samaritans.org.

In addition to their normal services Samaritans has set up a confidential support line for NHS
workers and volunteers in England. This operates from 7am to 11pm every day. NHS staff can, of
course, still use the 24 hour helpline if they prefer.

The Mental Health Foundation has some helpful tips and ideas about coping with the COVID-19 
outbreak and isolating.

SEND Update

Hi everyone,

We are really excited to announce that Annie Brown from the Primary Mental Health Service will
be supporting school to deliver "The Enhanced Project for Schools - A Whole School Approach
to Mental Health". To begin with, all KS2 classes will learn about 5 ways to emotional wellbeing.

At the start of next half term, Years 5 and 6 will learn about body images.
They will consider issues regarding body image portrayed by social media, whether the online
images are real or not, and how to stay safe online.

Have a great weekend.

Miss Carney

SEND Update

https://youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.childline.org.uk/get-support/contacting-childline/message-from-childline/
https://www.samaritans.org/branches/coventry/
https://www.samaritans.org/how-we-can-help/health-and-care/here-listen-support-line-nhs-people/

