
Message from Mrs McGibney

Dear parents and carers,

Amidst the rain and wind during the week the children continue to show resilience and

are doing their best to work hard and focus on their learning. The children in Year 5 who

took part in the Aspire Network maths challenge had a super afternoon and thoroughly

enjoyed the event. Please remind your children to continue reading as much as possible

at home.

Health and Safety

The issue of parking around schools and close to school entrances/exits is not a new problem.
However, with the increase in the number of cars on our roads and the potential for more
congestion around schools there are concerns for the safety of parents, children and other road
users.
Following recent parking issues outside of Whitmore Park Primary School, we are asking parents to
think carefully about where they park their vehicles when dropping off and collecting their
children. If parents can keep the areas around school clear it will provide better visibility for those
who are crossing the road to get to school. Please consider the following points:

• Do you need to travel by car? Is the school close enough to walk?
• If you are able to walk to school with your children there are many benefits. It's far healthier and

it also gives you a great opportunity to teach them vital road safety skills.
• If you do need to travel by car consider parking away from the school entrance and walking

the last 5-10 minutes.
• Please don't park on the zig-zag school keep clear markings, these are to keep the area clear

to enable pedestrians to cross safely. You could also be given a parking fine for parking here.
• Make sure that you keep away from the School Crossing Patrol. Large numbers of people cross

at this point and it is vital that the School Crossing Patrol has good visibility and that this area is
kept as safe as possible.

• Avoid parking on the opposite side to the zig-zag markings
• Please don't park on the pavement (you might be making it very difficult for other parents

walking to school with prams and buggies) or within 10 metres of a junction, as parking here
can restrict visibility for all road users.

• The majority of people parking outside the school gate are parents dropping their children off.
Please remember that it's not just your child attending school and all pupils at the school should
be able to travel to school as safely as possible.

To make the area outside school safer every parent/guardian transporting their child by car needs
to actively participate – show you care and park elsewhere!
Please remember safety on the road is everyone's responsibility.
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Online Safety

As I am sure you are aware, the legal age in the UK for children to have their own Facebook,
Instagram and Twitter account is 13. WhatsApp accounts shouldn't be accessed until the age of
16. If your child has one of these accounts, they could be reported by other users. The link below
provides alternative social media platforms which are designed for children aged between 6 and
10. https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/social-media-networks-made-for-kids/

Reading

This week's reading percentages have slightly increased so
well done to all of the children reading at home at least 5
times a week. Remember, reading is a vitally important skill
and regular practise is required to become fluent and
accurate readers.

Why not try a new book? Here are some books recently
recommended by other children

https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/social-media-networks-made-for-kids/


Nursery

Reception

Year 1

Year 2

Class Teacher Messages…

The extreme weather this week has provided many learning opportunities
for the children. The Nursery Garden flooded and we had to learn how to
disperse the water across the ground with brooms. We then watched as the
hot sun dried up the wet ground.
Also, our sand tray filled with water. We listened to the sounds that the very
wet sand made when we played with it. We thought of “Splat” and “Plop”
to describe the sound of the sand.
These are just a few of the many experiences we have shared.

Mrs McShane (Nursery Teacher)

This week in Maths, the children have been learning to make equal groups
and we have had a go at writing the number sentence to match our
groupings. They have been making equal groups from a given amount and
also thinking of how many other ways they can make equal groups.
In English, we have learnt and written many interesting facts about cats and
dogs. Next week, we will be learning and writing about rabbits! If you would
like something to do over this rainy weekend you might pop to a library or
use the internet to research rabbits.

We hope you all have a lovely weekend and if you celebrate Eid, we hope
you have a wonderful time!

Mrs Ellis (Year 1 Leader), Miss Skidmore and Mrs Nolan

In our maths lessons this week we have been learning about capacity. We
have learnt to use vocabulary like volume, greater than and less than and
what it means to measure in litres. We had a lot of fun exploring this outside
in the sunshine and it did get a bit messy with water everywhere - but we
loved the learning! In English, we acted out the Two Frogs story and have
written our story retell. Our sentences have included expanded noun
phrases, conjunctions and features of a story. In Science, we have moved
onto a new topic all about Living Things and their Habitats. We've learnt
about food chains and how to classify animals into herbivores, carnivores
and omnivores. Although we finished our plants topic, we are continuing to
monitor the growth of our beans and have planted some of the more
successful ones in soil to see what happens over a longer period of time.

Mrs Corbett. Miss Wherly and Miss De Araujo

We are very excited to have purchased some caterpillars for each
classroom. We will watch the caterpillars eat their food, grow much bigger
and turn into chrysalides. When they are transformed into butterflies we will
be able to release them. The children are very excited and have spent lots
of time observing the caterpillars moving. Alongside this we have been
reading the story 'The Very Hungry Caterpillar' and drawing a story map to
help us remember how to retell it. Children have had the opportunity to sort
the food that the caterpillar ate into 'healthy' and 'unhealthy' foods and
have been busy in the creative area making their own caterpillars too!

We hope that all of our families who celebrated Eid on Thursday had a
really lovely day. Eid Mubarak to you all. Have a great weekend everyone.

Miss Ridgway (Early Years Leader), Miss Blower and Miss Mosey



Year 4

In English, the children have been fascinated with the autobiography of
Malala Yousfzai and had many in-depth conversations about the value of
education and how not everyone in the world has the same access.
Leading on the from their new text, the children have written fantastic
autobiographies about their lives. In Maths, the children have learnt about
different types of angles and enjoyed going on angle hunts and making
their own angle tester.

As ever, please can we remind all children to continue to read at home
and we hope the children have a lovely weekend. We would like to say
Eid Mubarak our children and families celebrating this week!

Miss Khan (Year 4 Leader), Mr Grafton and Miss Cox

Year 3

Year 6

Class Teacher Messages…

Year 5

Yet again the children have worked incredibly hard this week! In Music, the
children have been developing their understanding of pulse as well as
learning a new class song. It was pleasing to see them trying their best and
overcoming any fears they had about singing in front of each other. Once
they started, they grew in confidence. In their RHE lessons, the children
have been discussing online safety, especially when gaming online. We
discussed both positive and negative aspects of gaming and identified
'risky' situations and how to report concerns to adults at home.

In Science, children carried out an investigation which focussed on their
understanding of water resistance. We look forward to teaching the
children again next week.

Mr McCormick (Assistant Head and Year 5 leader), Mrs Walsh and Mrs
Collins

This week in Year 3 we have started a new topic in English, the book we
are focusing on is ‘How Dogs Really Work’. The children have really
enjoyed thinking about what dogs need to have to ensure they are
properly looked after. We have continued looking at fractions in maths,
with a focus on finding equivalent fractions.

In RHE we discussed internet safety and relationships online. The children
have discussed their use of the internet and how we can help each other
be safe and use the internet properly. In their PE lessons, the children have
been working on athletics and had a go at the triple jump. Super week
Year 3.

Miss Khan (Year 3 Leader), Miss Chapman and Mr James

This week has been a very different week to normal for our year 6 children.
They were given £100 to start a business, buy materials and advertise their
products which will be on sale from Monday as part of Enterprise Week.
Each class came up with some brilliant ideas, and their advertisement will
be available for you to see via email.
They each get to keep the profit they make to have a party/celebrate with
a treat so make sure you place your orders via the school gateway/sending
cash into school to get some tasty treats, win a prize on a tombola or
relieve your stress with a squidgy fidget toy!
The class that makes the most profit is crowned Enterprise Champions!

Mr Payne (Assistant Head and Year 6 Leader), Mrs Harrison and Miss Shoker



Extra-Curricular Activities

Virtual Coffee Morning

Computing

In Year 4, we have been exploring how images can be edited. In previous weeks we have
looked at how you can change the colour of images. This week we have been looking at how
to change the composition of an image. The children learnt that when you change the
composition of an image, you are changing the way the image is ordered or arranged. One
way of doing this is by inserting images over the top of another image.

The pupils were challenged to find a png image online and then use the Instant Alpha tool on
Keynote to get rid of any backgrounds the image had.

Can you spot the changes the pupils have made to these local hot spots? Some are more
subtle than others!

Mr Evans, Computing Teacher

Mrs Smiths Year 4 pottery club designed and made 
their own pots this week using clay. The children 
used tools to add details to their pots. They look 

fantastic and we cannot wait to add some colour 
to them next week! 

Miss Wright’s Y6 Cricut Club created their own T-shirts and 
Bags this week. The Y5 club have started to design theirs and 

can’t wait to show you what they come up with!



Eid Mubarak!

Happy Eid al Fitr. We hope all of our families who are celebrating Eid al Fitr this week had a 
very special day!

A Message from the Inclusion Team

If you are concerned about your child's wellbeing, or that of your own, 
please contact the Welfare Team so that we can support you in the best way. 

You can email the Welfare Team at familywelfare@whitmorepark.org
We are well equipped to help support and signpost you with concerns regarding 

finances, food, general health and mental health. 

Health and School Nursing
Coventry School Nurses have launched two websites, one aimed at children and another 

tailored towards teenagers: 

www.healthforkids.co.uk offers a fun way for children to learn about health with games, 
activities and quizzes.

www.healthforteens.co.uk hosts videos and webchats as well as articles to educate teenagers 
on a range of health topics such as contraception, mental health, drugs and alcohol.

Chat Health texting service - Chat health is a free service that enables 11-18 year olds across 
Coventry to send confidential SMS text messages to School Nurses who will provide impartial 

advice and support. The number to text is 07507 331949.

Parent Advice - Parents can call the School Nurses between 8.30am -16.30pm, Monday to 
Friday on 02475189190 to discuss any child health concerns they may have.

For advice and support from your school nurse please text "Chat Health" on 07507 329114 9am-
5pm Monday to Friday. If your child is unwell please call your GP or call 111. For medical 

emergencies ring 999.

Pathways Family Hub
A family hub is a place where children, young people and their families can access help and 

support. The people working in the family hub will work in partnership with you and your 
community. They will help you find and get help from different services in the area and will be 

able to give you information, advice, and support.

Please take time to have a look at their Facebook page as this is updated regularly with tips, 
advice and useful information including various support services across the city.

Pathways Family Hub

Radford Primary School
Lawrence Saunders Road

Radford
Coventry
CV6 1HD

Tel; 02476 978130
www.facebook.com/pathwaysfamilyhub

www.twitter.com/hubsfamily 

Early Help
Tel: 0800 8870545

A Message from the Admin Team

The admin team have plenty of uniform in stock currently. You can purchase it on the 

School Gateway. 

http://www.healthforkids.co.uk/
http://www.healthforteens.co.uk/


Limited Spaces Available for Nursery in 

September!

If your child was born between 1st September 2017 and 

31st August 2018 they can join our Nursery in September.

We have limited spaces available so:

Call the school office on 02476 335697

or

Email admin@whitmorepark.org for more information.

Applications are available on our school website 

https://www.whitmorepark.org/prospective-parents/

mailto:admin@whitmorepark.org
https://www.whitmorepark.org/prospective-parents/


Limited Spaces Available for Reception in 

September 2021!

If your child was born between 1st September 2016 and 

31st August 2017 they can join our Reception in 

September 2021.

We have limited spaces available so:

Call the Admissions Team on 02476 975445

or

Email admin@whitmorepark.org for more information.

Applications are available on our school website 

https://www.whitmorepark.org/prospective-parents/

mailto:admin@whitmorepark.org
https://www.whitmorepark.org/prospective-parents/

