
Message from Mrs McGibney

Dear parents and carers,
What a wonderful week! I really feel that our children are now firmly established
within school, fully involved in their learning and that we are truly re-building as a
school community. It has been a pleasure for myself and Mrs Squires to have
spent some time meeting with groups of children to talk about their learning, look
at their books and find out how we can support them further.
The children in Nursery, Reception and Year 2 enjoyed the visit from the author
Eleanor McKone who read the first adventure of Piper’s Passport.
Year 6 children have been busy during Enterprise week designing and making
products which they are selling to our school community. Each class is hoping to
make a large profit which will fund their end of year celebrations. During this
process, they have learned some invaluable skills which we hope they will apply in
their future learning and experiences. Have a super weekend with your families.

Health and Safety

We continue to do all we can to keep the staff, pupils and parents safe, in order to reduce the risk
of transmission of Covid-19 in our school. Please be assured that our Risk Assessment has not
changed in light of the wider opening and that you will be informed should changes be made in
the future.

You can continue to contribute towards school safety by:
• Always wearing a face covering when entering the school site, unless you have a medical

exemption.
• Maintain your 2m social distance from others at all times. We are fortunate to have such a

large site and with fewer pupils currently in school, there is even more room for parents to keep
the recommended 2m distance from each other.

• Keep your child with you on the playground before school starts. Each class is a ‘bubble’ and
they do not mix with another ‘bubble’ at any time during the school day. Therefore, we would
ask that your children do not mix with other children who are not in their class.

• Please do not arrive more than 5 minutes before the class start time, where possible (we
understand that you may have more than one child to drop off).

• Only one adult should be on the school site with your child/children. Please do not interpret this
as one adult per child. This enables us to reduce the number of adults on site at any time.

• Lateral Flow Tests for your child and family are widely available free of charge. Please use these
links to find out more:

https://www.coventry.gov.uk/lateralflowtesting
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-
school-pupils-and-staff

• Please DO NOT send your child to school is they have any of the following symptoms: a new
continuous cough or a high temperature or has a loss of, or change in, their normal sense of
taste or smell. If they have any of these symptoms, please follow the guidelines from the link
below or call 119 for advice:

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment
_data/file/906663/20203007_Easy_read_household_isolation_v3.1.pdf
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Times Table Rockstars Competition

The school will be competing in a times-table competition with other schools within our local
network. It is a week-long competition, ending on Wednesday 26th May.

Children in years 1-6 can take part. The competition is a whole school effort with the school
competing for the Times-tables Cup. Children can contribute to the school score by answering
questions in the 'Studio' section of the TTRockstars app.

The app is free to download and children have their own login provided by the school.

https://www.coventry.gov.uk/lateralflowtesting
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/906663/20203007_Easy_read_household_isolation_v3.1.pdf


Nursery

Reception

Year 1

Year 2

Class Teacher Messages…

We have had a very enjoyable week this week, as we have had some new
equipment in Nursery. In the garden we had some new pop-up targets. The
targets help us with naming colours, counting, recognising numbers and our
co-ordination skills.
We are continuing learning about hedgehogs. We have been talking this
week about the food that a hedgehog likes to eat. Did you know that their
favourite food is eggs? I hope that you all liked the model hedgehogs that
your children have brought home this week.
Please look on Seesaw this for the story I have recorded. “It Was a Cold Dark
Night” I hope that you enjoy it!
Mrs McShane (Nursery Teacher)

In Science this week, the children have finished their animal topic. We spent
our last Animals lesson classifying and grouping animals by type and
characteristics such as skin type or whether they laid eggs or had live
animals. The children showed a superb knowledge of what we have learnt
about Animals this term. We have had a few children completing work from
our optional home learning for Science, which can be found on Seesaw, so
a huge well done to those children. Next week, we will go back to our plant
topic now we have more plants growing in the school grounds. We will be
looking at naming different trees if you would like an activity to do over the
weekend.
Please remember to complete your homework and read 5 times!
Mrs Ellis (Year 1 Leader), Miss Skidmore and Mrs Nolan

In our Maths lessons this week we have been learning about mass. We've
explored reading different scales in grams and kilograms and made
comparisons. We have learnt to use vocabulary like mass, weight, greater
than and less than. In English, we started reading a new book -
Gigantosaurus! Our first week on this text has included reading part of the
story, understanding the features of non-chronological reports and
gathering facts about dinosaurs.
In our Science topic all about Living Things and their Habitats, we've learnt
about minibeasts and microhabitats. We got out into the wooded area and
on the field trying to find as many minibeasts as possible. This week we also
had a lovely time with the author Eleanor McKone who came to visit us. We
loved her story that she read to us and enjoyed listening all about what it's
like to be an author. Don't forget you can buy copies of her books!
Mrs Corbett. Miss Wherly and Miss De Araujo

This week in Reception, children have continued to enjoy watching the
caterpillars grow and change. They are now all safely hanging in their
chrysalides from the top of their cup and will be ready to place in the net
soon. The children have written some lovely sentences about them and the
lifecycle of a butterfly. We went on a minibeast hunt in the school grounds
and found lots of different creatures and bugs. We looked at them carefully
and will continue to learn about minibeasts next week. In Numeracy we've
been practising our very careful touch counting of objects to twenty. Thank
you to all parents who helped their child to practise counting backwards
from 20 this week - we will set a new Numeracy challenge on Seesaw this
week. Have a great weekend everyone!
Miss Ridgway (Early Years Leader), Miss Blower and Miss Mosey



Year 4

This week, the children were absolutely fascinated by our experiment in
science investigating the effect of different liquids on eggshells as they
learnt that eggshells contain calcium like our teeth. They thoroughly
enjoyed making predictions, carrying out the investigation and then
interpreting the results as they did surprise some of the children particularly
the effects of vinegar on eggshells. Lots of children were also able to make
links between taking care of our teeth and the effects of sugary liquids and
we hope this will inspire them to continue to take care of their teeth! In
Maths, we have been learning to tell the time in both 12 and 24 hour clock
formats, please encourage your child to tell you the time at home to
continue to develop this skill.
Miss Khan (Year 4 Leader), Mr Grafton and Miss Cox

Year 3

Year 6

Class Teacher Messages…

Year 5

This week, the children started their new Science topic: Earth and Space.
They are enthusiastic about the topic and have enjoyed learning about the
Solar System, including how planets orbit around the Sun and the Moon
orbits around Earth. We look forward to furthering their understanding of
Space in the coming weeks. In Mathematics, children are now learning
about decimal numbers, building on their understanding of fractions. The
children have shown a good understanding and are motivated to deepen
their understanding of the number system.
In writing lessons, we have been focussing on creating tension within a text
using short sentences, similes and metaphors. We are also taking part in a
TTRockstars competition with schools in or Network so I would encourage
children to practise their multiplication facts in the ‘Studio’ section of the
app.
Mr McCormick (Assistant Head and Year 5 leader), Mrs Walsh and Mrs
Collins

The children have had a great this week and have worked very hard. In
Maths we have continued to look at fractions. The children have been
learning to add fractions and will be subtracting fractions next week . In
English, we have continued reading' How Dogs Really Work' and will next
week be writing a set of instructions to explain how to care for a dog . In
Science, we have continued to learn about plants, and we have found
out some answers to our experiments to see the functions of different parts
of a plant . Well done to everyone on having a great week!
Miss Khan (Year 3 Leader), Miss Chapman and Mr James

Thank you to all of the parents that placed their orders this week to support
our Enterprise work. The classes will be counting up their profits this
afternoon and the winner will be announced on next week's newsletter. The
children will be enjoying their winnings and planning a class party to end
this half term and celebrate their successes! We've heard fantastic
feedback from both children and parents about how engaging Enterprise
week has been, so we hope to have inspired some future entrepreneurs!
This week our focus has turned back to the City of Culture, where children
have started making models and planning their input to the film festival we
are hosting in July. Filming will commence after half term and we can't wait
to get the project completed!
Mr Payne (Assistant Head and Year 6 Leader), Mrs Harrison and Miss Shoker



Literacy Trust to help us reach the 380,000 children who do not own a book of their own.

Marcus Rashford MBE, said: “Enjoying reading can’t just be a privilege; all children should be
able to access books, no matter what their background. Having good literacy skills supports
children to succeed in life and everyone should have the opportunity to discover a love of
reading.

“This last year has shown us just what we can achieve when we work together. By joining forces
with WHSmith and the National Literacy Trust we are giving everyone the best opportunity to get
involved in supporting getting every child reading.
There’s a WHSmith on nearly every high street in the UK, they’re online and also in major travel
hubs so we’re making this really accessible and would encourage everyone who is able to, to
get involved.
Everyone can play a role, big or small.”

Reading

You might like to buy this book and help other children
access books. Read on to find out more...

WHSmith, National Literacy Trust and Macmillan
Children’s Books, supported by Marcus Rashford MBE,
partner in UK wide scheme to ensure every child has
access to their own book at home

From this week, WHSmith will gift a copy of Marcus
Rashford’s book, ‘You are a Champion: How to Be The
Best You Can Be’ for every copy pre-ordered or sold, to
accelerate getting more books into the hands of
children that need them. These gifted copies will be
distributed through our Hub areas where literacy support
is needed most.

This is Marcus’ first book, written with Carl Anka. It is an
inspiring, empowering and practical guide to life for
children aged 10 years plus and is the book which
Marcus wishes he had been able to read as a child.

WHSmith customers will also be able to donate money
at any WHSmith store across the UK at the till point or
online.

All the proceeds will be donated to the National

Online Safety

As I am sure you are aware, the legal age in the UK for children to have their own Facebook,
Instagram and Twitter account is 13. WhatsApp accounts shouldn't be accessed until the age of
16. If your child has one of these accounts, they could be reported by other users. The link
below provides alternative social media platforms which are designed for children aged
between 6 and 10. https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/social-media-networks-made-
for-kids/

A Message from the Admin Team

Reminder – On Tuesday 8th June, Reception children will have their vision screening in school by
the NHS. The children's vison will be tested using a letter matching test whilst wearing glasses
with one eye covered. If your child is unable to complete the vision screening test then they will
be referred to the hospital eye clinic. If the vision is found to be at a good level but another
ocular reason for referral is required, you will be notified of this.

The admin team have plenty of uniform in stock currently. You can purchase it on the School
Gateway.

https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/social-media-networks-made-for-kids/


A Message from the Inclusion Team

If you are concerned about your child's wellbeing, or that of your own, please contact the
Welfare Team so that we can support you in the best way. You can email the Welfare Team at
familywelfare@whitmorepark.org
We are well equipped to help support and signpost you with concerns regarding finances,

food, general health and mental health.

Health and School Nursing
Coventry School Nurses have launched two websites, one aimed at children and another
tailored towards teenagers:

www.healthforkids.co.uk offers a fun way for children to learn about health with games,
activities and quizzes.

www.healthforteens.co.uk hosts videos and webchats as well as articles to educate teenagers
on a range of health topics such as contraception, mental health, drugs and alcohol.

Chat Health texting service - Chat health is a free service that enables 11-18 year olds across
Coventry to send confidential SMS text messages to School Nurses who will provide impartial
advice and support. The number to text is 07507 331949

SEND Update

Dear Parents / Carers,

We hope that you have been able to find the sun and enjoy it during this (sometimes)

dreary, dismal week of rain . Here we have been noticing how + = .

rainbows. Our crops have noticed this too!

During the week we have been thinking about how things can appear to be one thing whilst
actually being many things at once. We used Gloop to see how the mixture can be a solid
when squeezed together and held tightly, yet quickly returns to liquid once the pressure is
released.

SEND Update

We have also been noticing feelings and validating them.

We will be doing lots more work using this interactive learning 

wall to learn how to:

 Attune to feelings

 Validate feelings

 Contain our big feelings (with help or independently)

 Regulate ourselves (with help or independently)

Have a wonderful week ahead.

Miss Carney and Miss Chadwick

http://www.healthforkids.co.uk/
http://www.healthforteens.co.uk/


Limited Spaces Available for Nursery in 

September!

If your child was born between 1st September 2017 and 

31st August 2018 they can join our Nursery in September.

We have limited spaces available so:

Call the school office on 02476 335697

or

Email admin@whitmorepark.org for more information.

Applications are available on our school website 

https://www.whitmorepark.org/prospective-parents/

mailto:admin@whitmorepark.org
https://www.whitmorepark.org/prospective-parents/


Limited Spaces Available for Reception in 

September 2021!

If your child was born between 1st September 2016 and 

31st August 2017 they can join our Reception in 

September 2021.

We have limited spaces available so:

Call the Admissions Team on 02476 975445

or

Email admin@whitmorepark.org for more information.

Applications are available on our school website 

https://www.whitmorepark.org/prospective-parents/

mailto:admin@whitmorepark.org
https://www.whitmorepark.org/prospective-parents/

