
Message from Mrs McGibney

Dear parents/carers,

The summer term seems to be flying by and once again we have had a very busy week of learning

at Whitmore Park. As ever, we have endeavoured to provide our children with exciting learning,

despite the continuing difficulties we are facing with the pandemic and in particular this week with

having to isolate children and staff. We hope the children at home will be able to continue with their

learning and we look forward to when they can return to school. Thank you for your continued

support in these very difficult times. Have a lovely weekend. Mrs McGibney

Health and Safety

As you will be aware, we have had a confirmed case of Covid-19 in school and we have
undertaken a risk assessment, resulting in the isolation of some classes and staff. The current COVID
rate in the city is 54.37 per 100,000 population and this has more than quadrupled since the
beginning of June, with the delta variant being the predominant type. We must continue to take
every precaution possible to reduce the risk of spread in our school community and consider that
some of us are more vulnerable than others.
You can continue to contribute towards school safety by:
• Always wearing a face covering when entering the school site, unless you have a medical

exemption.
• Maintain your 2m social distance from others at all times. We are fortunate to have such a

large site and with fewer pupils currently in school, there is even more room for parents to keep
the recommended 2m distance from each other.

• Keep your child with you on the playground before school starts. Each class is a ‘bubble’ and
they do not mix with another ‘bubble’ at any time during the school day. Please do not arrive
more than 5 minutes before the class start time, where possible (we understand that you may
have more than one child to drop off).

• Only one adult should be on the school site with your child/children. Please do not interpret this
as one adult per child. This enables us to reduce the number of adults on site at any time.

• Lateral Flow Tests for your child and family are widely available free of charge. Please use these
links to find out more:

https://www.coventry.gov.uk/lateralflowtesting https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-
flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff
• Please DO NOT send your child to school is they have any of the following symptoms: a new

continuous cough or a high temperature or has a loss of, or change in, their normal sense of
taste or smell. If they have any of these symptoms, please follow the guidelines from the link
below or call 119 for advice:

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/fi
le/906663/20203007_Easy_read_household_isolation_v3.1.pdf
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Reading

Last week we had 83% of children within the school reading 5 times or more. Whilst this is an
excellent start to the half term, we would really like that percentage to go up! Reading is at the
heart of everything we do and we would love every single child to be a life long reader. It starts
now! By the end of the half term, we would love if that number was above 90% as we always say,
love what you read, read what you love! Remember, children can read a book, comic,
information text, blog entry, magazine or poem as part of their reading and these can come from
home or school. We would also like to remind the children to complete a weekly activity in their
reading journal to support their reading and the most creative examples will be tweeted and
rewarded!

To inspire you to read, why not try reading one of the following:
• Auggie and Me
• Lost in the clouds
• The boy who made everyone laugh
• Monster Doughnuts

https://www.coventry.gov.uk/lateralflowtesting
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/906663/20203007_Easy_read_household_isolation_v3.1.pdf


Nursery

Reception

Year 1

Year 2

Class Teacher Messages…

Nursery have been enjoying the lovely weather this week. This is our new
den. It is a fun way to keep cool and share books and stories. Once we had
built this den, The children used their ideas and thought of lots of different
ways to build their own dens. We used blocks, lots of masking tape and
cloth.

I think that we need to keep practising, so let’s hope for lots more sunny
weather. Have a lovely week.

Mrs McShane (Nursery Teacher)

This week in Geography, the children have been exploring the school
grounds to see what human and physical (natural) features are in our
school. We then used this knowledge to make a 3D map of the school
grounds using paper.

In RHE, the children have drawn how they have changed through their life
already. They drew themselves as a baby, a toddler and now. We will
continue to explore how they have changed next week so please bring in
your baby photo at the start of next week.
Have a great weekend.

Mrs Ellis (Year 1 Leader), Miss Skidmore and Mrs Nolan

What another fab week we’ve had! Year 2 started their week celebrating
International Day. To begin with, the children discussed their heritages and
we located the different countries on Google Earth. Some children
presented facts about where their families were from. It was lovely to see
some artefacts from different countries. In the afternoon, the children learnt
all about Spain. We learnt some typical Spanish phrases, how to count in
Spanish and some flamenco dancing. We then created passports and the
classrooms were transformed into aeroplanes so the children could pretend
they were going to Spain. We were lucky to have perfect weather for a
Spanish break!

In Maths this week, we have been continuing our work on Fractions and the
children have been extending their problem solving skills.
In English this week, we have been focusing on what features are included
in a story. This is to help us with our story retells which we will be completing
next week.

Mrs Hampton. Mrs Gill and Miss De Araujo

The children have had another fun week in Reception. We have been
continuing our learning of the story 'Handa's Surprise'. The children have
had the opportunity to try some different fruits, from the story, at snack time
this week. We hope they enjoyed them!

They have also completed some observational paintings of fruit using the
water colour palettes. They looked really closely at the fruits and produced
some amazing paintings. We have been consolidating our skills of touch
counting and adding in Numeracy. Please practise touch counting small
objects to twenty at every opportunity - children need to be really
confident with this. Have a great week end everyone!

Miss Ridgway (Early Years Leader), Miss Blower and Miss Mosey



Year 4

International Day was a real success, as teachers we enjoyed the
presentations children gave and we were fascinated as classes to learn
about the different cultural heritages within our class communities. Some
children created presentations, others bought in artefacts and some
children even taught us how to speak in their mother tongue. In English,
the children have continued to read Fire Girl, Forest Boy and have
become intrigued about the magical element within the text. The children
enjoyed taking their drama lessons outside where they were able to
capture freeze frames from events in the book. Lots of children have
become extremely interested in South America, this week we have been
learning about the countries that make up South America and look
forward to discovering more in the next few weeks!
Miss Khan (Year 4 Leader), Mr Grafton and Miss Cox

Year 3

Year 6

Class Teacher Messages…

Year 5

It was great to start the week with International Day. The children loved
sharing their heritage with each other and were able to make connections
between their own heritage with other children in the class. The children
found it fascinating locating countries on a map as well as researching
more about their own heritage. On Tuesday, children had a virtual reality
science lesson, learning all about the planets in the solar system. All of the
children were highly engaged and loved the sessions, with some of the
children saying the session was epic! In Mathematics, we have continued
to deepen understanding of decimal numbers as well as understanding of
percentages.
Mr McCormick (Assistant Head and Year 5 leader), Mrs Walsh and Mrs
Collins

The children have worked extremely hard this week! In English, we have
been reading 'Charlie and the Chocolate Factory'. The children have
been thinking about the different emotions Charlie feels throughout the
book. In Maths, we have started our new topic 'Perimeter'. The children
enjoyed measuring with string and using their rulers. In Humanities, we
have been looking at atlases and learning about using grid references!
Well done to the children for working so hard this week. Please can
children ensure that they are reading five times a week. Reading diaries
are checked on Fridays. We hope you have a lovely weekend.
Miss Khan (Year 3 Leader), Miss Chapman and Mr James

On Monday we celebrated International Day, and I was blown away by
the respect shown by all children when learning about different cultures.
Please can we take this opportunity to say a massive thank you to the
parents that helped their children prepare by completing the questions on
the letter - it gave us all an incite into a vast array of traditions from across
the world.
We managed to step it up even further on Tuesday, with the children
enjoying a virtual reality space experience with a visiting technology
specialist. All of the children had an amazing time and were totalling
engrossed in the ‘other reality’.
Some of the secondary schools have been in touch to arrange zoom
sessions or visits with the children to enable them to ask questions and
become more familiar with the staff. Please ensure your children have
questions prepared if they have any worries so that they can ask during
these sessions.
Mr Payne (Assistant Head and Year 6 Leader), Mrs Harrison and Miss Wherly



A Message from the Admin Team

Year 1 to Year 6 individual school photos will take place on Thursday 24th June.

The admin team have plenty of uniform in stock currently. You can purchase it on the School
Gateway.

SEND UpdateSEND Update

Thrive
This half term we will be continuing to provide Thrive but as small groups
so that we can offer the provision to even more pupils. Our garden is
looking great and every day there seems to be more growth.

Boomerang
We will also be starting Boomerang with small groups across KS2. This
programme will help boost self-confidence, self-esteem and also help
enhance transition to the next class.

Transition
I am sure lots of you are beginning to wonder what is going to happen
with regard to transition this year. Which class will your child/ren be
transitioning to? Who will be their new class teacher? Will they have a
TA?...
I can assure you that we are working hard to be able to answer these
questions as soon as possible so please do watch this space.

Online Safety

The links below can be used to further support your child's understanding of online safety:

KS1 only
Smartie the Penguin - An online safety story for 3 to 7 year olds. Join in with Mummy Penguin’s
song and follow the adventures of Smartie the Penguin as he learns how to be safe on the
internet.
https://www.childnet.com/resources/smartie-the-penguin

KS2 only
Internet Safety Hangman - Children play hangman and learn more about how to stay safe
online.
https://www.quia.com/hm/40647.html?AP_rand=801908084&playHTML=1

A Message from the Inclusion Team

Attendance
We are really pleased that our overall school attendance is improving! We hope to see this
continue for the next few weeks until we break up for the Summer holidays. Thank you to all our
families who have helped to achieve this with us.
Please remember to call the school office before 9am to report your child absent if they are
unable to attend school due to illness.

Useful Websites – Welfare Team Picks!
Coventry and Warwickshire Mind - www.cwmind.org.uk - A fabulous place for parents to find
support for your child, including mindfulness and relaxation resources, Autism resources and so
much more.
Health for Kids - www.healthforkids.co.uk - This is a great website to check out at home with your
children, with health-related games and activities from Allergies to Anxiety! Suitable for ages 5-
11.

Please contact the Family Welfare team if you have any concerns regarding your child's
wellbeing familywelfare@whitmorepark.org

https://www.childnet.com/resources/smartie-the-penguin
https://www.quia.com/hm/40647.html?AP_rand=801908084&playHTML=1
http://www.cwmind.org.uk/
http://www.healthforkids.co.uk/


Limited Spaces Available for Nursery in 

September!

If your child was born between 1st September 2017 and 

31st August 2018 they can join our Nursery in September.

We have limited spaces available so:

Call the school office on 02476 335697

or

Email admin@whitmorepark.org for more information.

Applications are available on our school website 

https://www.whitmorepark.org/prospective-parents/

mailto:admin@whitmorepark.org
https://www.whitmorepark.org/prospective-parents/


Limited Spaces Available for Reception in 

September 2021!

If your child was born between 1st September 2016 and 

31st August 2017 they can join our Reception in 

September 2021.

We have limited spaces available so:

Call the Admissions Team on 02476 975445

or

Email admin@whitmorepark.org for more information.

Applications are available on our school website 

https://www.whitmorepark.org/prospective-parents/

mailto:admin@whitmorepark.org
https://www.whitmorepark.org/prospective-parents/

