Whitmore Park Newsletter

17th December 2021

Message from Mrs McGibney
Dear Parents/Carers,
There has been lots of excitement around school this week as the children
enjoyed their parties, pantomimes and Christmas Craft afternoons. Loo out for the
link to the Christmas videos. I hope everyone enjoys some quality time with their
families and manages to have some rest as well. The children have worked so
hard all term and are ready for a break! We have not set any homework over
Christmas but we do want to encourage everyone to keep reading – especially if
Santa brings a special gift of a book! We will wait and see if there is any further
guidance around restrictions from the government and the Local Authority and
will communicate this with you before the return to school. I wish everyone a
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. Thank you for your continued support.
Health and Safety

As may already be aware, there has been a significant rise in new infections over the last few
days and the school has had a small number of cases this week. It is important that we all do
what we can to keep ourselves and others safe, particularly at this time of year. You can read
the up to date guidance by clicking on the link https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus.
Covid-19 Booster You can get a booster vaccine if you have had a 2nd dose of the Covid-19
vaccine at least 3 months ago and you can pre-book your booster 2 months after your 2nd
dose. Click on the link for more details: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid19/coronavirus-vaccination/coronavirus-booster-vaccine/
Vaccinations – please click on the link below for information regarding vaccinations and
where you can find drop-in vaccination centres.
https://www.happyhealthylives.uk/coronavirus/covid-19-vaccination/vaccination-sites/
https://www.happyhealthylives.uk/coronavirus/covid-19-vaccination/vaccination-drop-inclinics/
Please DO NOT send your child to school if they have any of the following symptoms: a new
continuous cough or a high temperature or has a loss of, or change in, their normal sense of
taste or smell. If they have any of these symptoms, please follow the guidelines from the link
below or call 119 for advice: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from the Health & Safety Team.
Please keep safe and well.

Reading
As the first term of this academic year comes to an end, at Whitmore Park we are continuing
to encourage ALL of our children to read, read and read some more! Reading is a key life skill
and its value is fundamental within our curriculum; as a school we are extremely dedicated to
all our children learning to foster a love of reading.
Some exciting news for us, the English team have ordered new and engaging books that
have now been delivered. We will be distributing these to each year group at the beginning
of the Spring term and then children will be able to choose these when they bring their
reading books home.
We have been collecting all the reading books in from children this week so that we can
reorganise and sort through the books but this doesn’t mean that children can not read at
home during the holidays. We would encourage all children to continue reading throughout it
whether that is an e-book, a blog, a football analysis, Christmas stories, a magazine or
brochure for a holiday, every reading experience counts and can develop your child as a
reader. It could also be that whilst you are out and about, you ask your children to read local
signs or maps to give directions, reading can be fun even in the holidays!

Class Teacher Messages…
Nursery
The Nursery children are having a lovely time this week. They loved Christmas
craft day so much so that we are having another craft day on Thursday. The
party day today went really well everybody enjoyed the dancing and the party
food. We also watched The Snowman.
This week we have also been learning different finger rhymes. These are great
exercises to make our hands and fingers strong for writing.
Thank you to all of the parents who complimented our Nativity. The Nativity can
be found on Seesaw, along with a few songs that we recorded on Christmas
Jumper day. I will be sending logins out to parents again this week to make sure
that everybody is able to access Seesaw and see their child in our wonderful
Nursery. Have a lovely Christmas everybody, and a very Happy New Year.
Mrs Ruth McShane

Reception
The children in Reception have had a really fun last week of the
term. They have enjoyed the pantomime, a movie afternoon, a
party with much dancing and lots of crafts! Please continue to keep
up the daily reading over the two weeks off school, just a few
minutes each day (it will really secure the progress that they have
made so far this term). I hope that everyone celebrating Christmas
has a wonderful time - Merry Christmas all!
Miss Ridgway (Early Years Leader), Miss Blower and Miss Mosey

Year 1
We have had a fantastic final week of the term. The children have thoroughly enjoyed all of
our Christmas activities and we have felt very festive!
We have had an RE afternoon where we have learnt about Hanukkah and Christmas and
how these festivals are celebrated. We had a visitor from CLM church to tell us all about how
they celebrate Christmas and the children were able to ask some fantastic questions.
Thank you for all of your hard work and support this term. We hope you have a fabulous
Christmas holidays and we look forward to seeing you all in January for another fun filled
term.
Miss Skidmore, Mrs Ellis (Year 1 Leader), Miss McShane

Year 2
What a festive filled week Year 2 have had! The children met Santa
virtually and learnt how he gets into houses when they don’t have
chimneys. Santa also taught the children a song called “When Santa
got stuck up the chimney.”
We watched Cinderella the pantomime. The children enjoyed
making emoji masks for the performance.
We have also been extremely busy doing Christmas crafts and the
children can’t wait to share them with their grown-ups.
During our Christmas parties, the children played party games and
had fun showing off their dancing!
We also celebrated the end of our Great Fire of London topic by
burning the houses we made at the start of the topic. The children
were excited to see how fast the fire spread and compared this to
the Great Fire of London.
Year 2 have worked extremely hard this term and we hope all the
children and their families have a wonderful break and a lovely New
Year. We look forward to welcoming you all back in 2022 for another
year of fab learning!
Thank you for your continued support.
Mrs Sandhu, Mrs Gill (Year 2 Leader), Mrs Nolan

Class Teacher Messages…
Year 3
This week in year 3 we have introduced poetry to the children in English. In Maths we have
started to learn the multiplication method and are looking forward to carrying that on after
Christmas. We are all getting ready for Christmas and really enjoyed our visit from Santa last
week. This week we have had our Christmas party where we had lots of fun. We also
got very creative and made lots of Christmas crafts.
Miss Khan (Year 3 Leader), Miss Hussain and Miss Waddell.

Year 4
This week we have been finishing off our work on multiplication and division by learning how
to multiply by 10 in Maths. We have worked on the poem 'Twas the Night Before Christmas
and used this as inspiration to write our own shape poems all about the meaning of Yuletide.
We enjoyed the Cinderella pantomime and meeting virtually with Santa. We have had
extra RE lessons on the importance of Jesus to Christians and Sikhism.
Next term, we will be studying 'Our Local Area' so please have a walk around your local
area if you can, as we will be making a simple plan/map of the area in which we live. We
will also be learning all about the geography and history of Coventry. If you have any
visiting relatives over Christmas who can talk to your child about what they remember about
Coventry, please encourage them to do so..

Miss Cox (Year 4 Leader), Mrs Hatton and Miss Chapman

Year 5
It has been a brilliant end to a great first term in Year 5. This week, the children have drafted,
edited and published their own short story based on the perspective of Esther from our class
novel ‘Letters from the Lighthouse’. It has been great to see the children getting into the role
of this character and using the steps to success given to them. In Humanities, we have come
to the end of our topic ‘World War Two’ and it has been one that the children have
thoroughly enjoyed. To end our topic, the children wrote a play script, showcasing their
understanding of World War Two and their brilliant writing skills.
We have also had lots of fun this week, celebrating the countdown to Christmas. The children
enjoyed watching the pantomime; partying in their best clothes; creating cards and
calendars; and so much more!
Well done on a great first term Year 5. You all deserve a well-rested break over the Christmas
holidays and to spend quality time with your family and friends. The Year 5 Team would like to
wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. Let’s make 2022 the best one yet.
Mr Johnston (Assistant Head and Year 5 leader), Miss Wherly, Mrs Sharratt and Mrs Williams

Year 6
T’was the week before Christmas, and all about the corridor Year 6 were partying,
watching pantomimes, having craft afternoons and even having movie afternoons
to celebrate the end of a very successful term! It’s been a very busy final few weeks
and the children have worked so hard to achieve and be the best they can be.
Thank you again for all of your support, and all that’s left to do is wish you a very
Merry Christmas and a happy New Year. We hope you enjoy with your families and
friends this Christmas.
See you in January!
Mr Payne (Assistant Head and Year 6 Leader), Mrs Harrison and Mr Openshaw

Community
We wanted to say a huge thank you to all the parents for your support and donations
throughout the Autumn term. We have raised money for important charities as well as
fundraising for much needed electronic equipment for the school. The children have
had a lovely end to the term celebrating Christmas Jumper Day, seeing Father
Christmas, having their class parties and watching the incredible Pantomime! It has
been lovely seeing all the children's' smiling faces as the term ends.
We hope you have a wonderful break, celebrating Christmas and New Year. We look
forward to welcoming the children back to school in January.

Winners

Runners Up

Christmas Raffle

Thank you to everyone who took part in the raffle. All winners have now been
notified.

Parent Survey

Thank you to everyone who took part in the parent survey and congratulations to Mrs
Skoczypec on winning the £50 Tesco voucher.

Attendance and Family Welfare Team
Attendance
WEEKLY WINNERS (w/c 13.12.2021)
KS1 KS2 Congratulations! Your class will receive the Attendance Trophy this week
PLUS you will be rewarded with 5 dojos each!
Here Today Here Tomorrow
Every School Day Matters!
Our schools target for attendance is 96%; this is for the whole school and for every pupil.
Attendance Awards
This week we have presented rewards to children who achieved an incredible 100%
attendance since September, and those children who achieved our magical target
number 96%! Congratulations to all of you!
We recognise that attendance has been challenging this year for families, particularly in
light of covid-19. We appreciate the difficulties that you have faced and we hope to be
able to move onwards and upwards next year to improve our children's attendance.
If you have an attendance query or concern please contact the team.
On behalf of the Attendance and Family Welfare Team we would like to wish you all a
happy, healthy and safe Christmas.
….
Family Welfare
Coventry Rocks websites list a number of exciting FREE events and activities available to
families during the Christmas period including Aptitude Festive Fun
www.coventryrocks.co.uk
Coundon Library have a Saturday craft session 10-3pm
Tel: 024 7678 6969 Email: coundon.library@coventry.gov.uk
Asda Cafe Kids eat Free in December, when accompanied by an adult, no minimum
spend, no restrictions on number of children. hot and cold menu choices such as fish
fingers, chicken nuggets or sandwiches – all served with a drink and a piece of fruit.
Pathways Family Hub
Tel 024 76978130
E-mail PathwaysFamilyHub@coventry.gov.uk
The family hub is available to families during the Christmas Holidays
Support for young people aged 11 to 19 (targeted youth support work)
Family support which may be offered within the home
Support to children with special educational needs and their families
A range of child and family health activities including baby wellbeing clinic
and C-Card distribution points
Parenting support
Support with managing finances and getting back into work or training

Our School Nursing Team Health focused websites
Coventry School Nurses have launched two websites, one aimed at children and another
tailored towards teenagers:
www.healthforkids.co.uk offers a fun way for children to learn about health with games,
activities and quizzes.
www.healthforteens.co.uk hosts videos and webchats as well as articles to educate teenagers
on a range of health topics such as contraception, mental health, drugs and alcohol.
Chat Health texting service Chat health is a free service that enables 11-18 year olds across
Coventry to send confidential SMS text messages to School Nurses who will provide impartial
advice and support. The number to text is 07507 331949.
Parent Advice Parents can call the School Nurses between 8.30am -16.30pm, Monday to Friday
on 02475189190 to discuss any child health concerns they may have.
For advice and support from your school nurse please text "Chat Health" on 07507 329114 9am5pm Monday to Friday. If your child is unwell please call your GP or call 111. For medical
emergencies ring 999.

Useful Links
Finance
Coventry Independent Advice Service is a charity offering free advice, information and support
to Coventry residents. Our service is confidential and our skilled advisers can help you with
things like:
• Identifying entitlement to benefits and helping you make claims
• Helping you to sort out debt or other money problems
• Challenging decisions on benefit claims
Domestic Abuse
Coventry Haven - ensure safety and empowerment for women and children who are
subjected to Domestic Violence and Abuse (DVA) in any form. They offer a range of services
including a Safe To Talk Helpline 0800 111 4998 or 024 7644 4077
(Monday to Friday 9am-4.30pm)
National Domestic Abuse Line (REFUGE) - Refuge supports women, children and men
experiencing domestic violence with a range of services including a 24-hour helpline
0808 2000 247.
Mental Health & Wellbeing
Young Minds - a national charity which supports children and young people with mental health
and well being. They have specific resources for young people around COVID-19, and also
offer support to parents.
Childline - Childline is available to help anyone under 19 in the UK with any issue they’re going
through. You can talk about anything. Whether it’s something big or small, they have trained
counsellors to support you. The helpline is 0800 1111 and is available between 9am to midnight
every day.
Samaritans - Coventry & District Samaritans is an independent charity, run entirely by unpaid
volunteers. They provide a free 24-hour helpline for people who are upset, troubled or who are
feeling suicidal. Call 116 123 at any time of the day or night or email jo@samaritans.org.
In addition to their normal services Samaritans has set up a confidential support line for NHS
workers and volunteers in England. This operates from 7am to 11pm every day. NHS staff can, of
course, still use the 24 hour helpline if they prefer.
Pathways Family Hub
Our local Family Hub is ‘Pathways’, they are based at Radford Primary School. You can
follow them on Facebook or Twitter for information about local events and support
for families. Facebook - pathwaysfamilyhub Twitter - hubsfamily Tel: 02476978130

