Whitmore Park Newsletter

8th April 2022

Message from Mrs McGibney
Dear Parents/Carers,
We have had a wonderful week in school celebrating and sharing our children’s talents at
the ‘Whitmore Park’s got Talent’ show as part of our Well Being week. Children have also
been taking part in activities to support their well being and thinking about what makes
them happy. Today, the children have dressed to ‘express themselves’ and practised
singing their hearts out ready for the performance this afternoon. We hope you enjoyed our
whole school gathering and look forward to many more occasions to invite you into school
during the summer term. We hope you have a lovely Easter holiday with your families!

Health and Safety
School Crossing Patrol
We have been notified by the School Crossing Patrol Team at the Local Authority that the patrols in the morning and afternoon
will resume from Thursday 7th April.
Head Lice Information
We have been informed that there has been a case of head lice in school. Please see information via this link on how to check and treat
your child as necessary:
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/
Polite Reminder about Parking
In the interest of health and safety and good neighbour relations, please can parents/carers take care to park responsibility when
dropping off and collecting pupils around the school site. We have received feedback from neighbours of some cars blocking
driveways, parking on yellow lines or blocking the pavement. Many thanks for your co-operation.
COVID19 Information – updated 1.4.22
For up-to-date COVID-19 guidance please click on the link: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus.
Parents are no longer required to wear a face covering when on the school site.
Please do not arrive more than 5 minutes before the class start time, where possible (we understand that you may have more than
one child to drop off).
Please do not send your child to school if they test positive for COVID19

With effect from 1.4.22, for children testing positive for COVID-19 (under 18 years old), they should stay at home for 3 days and avoid
contact with others. They should then return to school and normal activities only if well enough and don't have a temperature.
When children and young people with symptoms should stay at home and when they can return to education
Children and young people with mild symptoms such as a runny nose, sore throat, or slight cough, who are otherwise well, can
continue to attend their education setting.
Children and young people who are unwell and have a high temperature should stay at home and avoid contact with other people,
where they can. They can go back to school, college or childcare, and resume normal activities when they no longer have a high
temperature and they are well enough to attend.
All children and young people with respiratory symptoms should be encouraged to cover their mouth and nose with a disposable
tissue when coughing and/or sneezing and to wash their hands after using or disposing of tissues.

. It can be difficult to know when to seek help if your child is unwell. If you are worried about your child, especially if they are aged
under 2 years old, then you should seek medical help.
The mainstay of COVID-19 advice for the general public will remain as:
Wear a mask/face covering in enclosed spaces
Keep indoor spaces ventilated
Stay away from others if you have any symptoms of a respiratory illness, including COVID
Vaccination remains the best way to protect us all from severe disease and hospitalisation due to COVID infection
Please note that we are no longer able to access Lateral Flow Tests to give out to families, so we are no longer able to distribute them
on the playground.
Vaccinations
For information regarding vaccinations click on the link: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirusvaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/

Class Teacher Messages…
Nursery
The Nursery children have been very busy this week, we have enjoyed lots of
time outside as the weather has been fine. One of the new activities that we
are enjoying is rolling tyres as this helps to develop our gross motor
movements. We have also been making Happy Spring cards and decorating
Easter egg pictures. On Friday we are going to be making chocolate crispy cakes,
with mini eggs on top.
We have been learning to sing some Spring songs. I will record the children
singing these songs on Friday. The songs will be put on Seesaw for you to enjoy.
I hope that you all enjoy a very happy and restful Easter break.

Mrs Ruth McShane

Reception
This week in Reception, the children have been learning all about subtraction in
Numeracy. They have learned some important words that we use when talking about
subtraction and have been using this vocabulary when telling number stories. In Literacy
the children have been really impressing us with their writing. They have written
sentences every day about a range of different pictures. This has developed their ability
to generate their own simple sentences and to write more independently. We have also
used lots of the recycling that has been brought in to begin to create very large, recycled
models. So far, we have created an elephant and a robot! The children have really
enjoyed this so it will also continue after the Easter break. We are incredibly proud of
how far the children have progressed since the start of the year. We hope that they have
had an enjoyable half-term. After Easter, our topic is ‘Amazing Animals!’ We hope that
you all have a fantastic Easter break. If you’d like to send some photos on Seesaw of
Miss Ridgway (Early Years Leader),
Miss Blower and Miss Mosey
your adventures, we will look at them in classes upon the return to school.

Year 1
We have a had a fantastic last week to the term! We thoroughly enjoyed our
Talent Shows and were very impressed with all their talents!
In History, we have finished learning about important Victorians by learning
about Lord Shaftesbury. We learnt the important role he played in changing
children's lives and improving their education opportunities.
In English, we have been writing our own riddles based on fruit. The children
have come up with excellent ideas and we have been very pleased with the
riddles they have produced.
We hope you have a fantastic holiday and enjoy time together!

Miss Skidmore, Mrs Ellis (Year 1
Leader), Miss McShane

Year 2
Year 2 have had a lovely last week at school. In English, the children enjoyed writing
non-chronological reports about Meerkats. They used fact files and videos to get
information and then split their books up to look like articles. Some children
impressed their teachers so much that they went to show Mrs McGibney their work
and she was also amazed!
In Maths, the children learnt about finding fractions of number. They drew sharing
circles or used times tables facts to find ½, 1/3, ¼ and 3/4. Some children were able
to explain their methods using the words “numerator” and “denominator”. We will
be moving onto learning the 5 X table after Easter. Please could you practise this at
home with your child.
The children compared Brazil and England in Geography. They were fascinated to
learn about big the Amazon forest was and were intrigued by carnivals held in Brazil.
In Science, they looked at how well their plants had grown in different conditions.
They came to the conclusion that plants need water and sunlight to grow.
The children have worked so hard this half term and we hope they all have a relaxing
Easter holiday with their families. Thank you for all of your support. Enjoy all of your
Mrs Sandhu, Mrs Gill (Year 2 Leader), Mrs Nolan
chocolate!

Class Teacher Messages…
Year 3
Year 3 have had a FANTASTIC last week. It started off with lots of fun and excitement on Monday from our
Anglo-Saxon visitor. We enjoyed being Saxons all day and learnt even more about that terrific era. In
English we have come to the end of ‘The World According to Humphrey’, we have thoroughly
enjoyed and really want to find more of his adventures. In Science, we had a very practical lesson
learning all about our muscles and how they work. We are still working hard with our Fraction topic in
Maths and we will continue that after the Easter break. On Wednesday we had a lovely afternoon
auditioning for the talent show on Friday. Year 3 had three winners that have gone through to the final, so
well done to those children. All of the Year 3 teachers and TA's are so proud of how the children have
worked and come along this term and we hope everyone has a well deserved rest, a lovely break and eat
lots and lots of chocolate!!
Miss Khan (Year 3 Leader), Miss Hussain and Miss Waddell.

Year 4
In year 4 this week, we have written a biography about a famous
children's author. Many of us wrote about David Walliams, as he is one of
our favourite authors. We have continued our work on decimals; rounding
them to the nearest tenth and using this to estimate addition of decimals.
In history, we have compared the difference in crime and punishment
between Viking times and present-day England. In science, we have
finished our electricity topic by making a poster about everything we have
learnt. In PE, we've continued to develop our invasion games skills and
put these into action by playing court bench ball. We really enjoyed our
talent show contest on Tuesday afternoon - well done everyone who
Miss Cox (Year 4 Leader), Mrs Hatton
entered!
and Miss Chapman

Year 5
It has been a brilliant week to end a fantastic term in Year 5. In our English lessons this week,
the children have planned, drafted and published their own version of chapter 6 from our
class novel ‘Hacker’. It has been great to see the children using their imagination and the
skills taught to them in their writing this week. Whilst in maths, we have continued to work
on geometry. The children have shown great perseverance when learning how to use a
protractor to measure acute and obtuse angles. We have also been impressed with the
children’s understanding of calculating angles on a straight line and around a point. On
Wednesday morning, the year group were treated to a talent show. All acts that performed
were brilliant and both the audience and judges were blown away with the many different
talents from across the year group. And well done to 5 Delta for having a great week at
swimming. It has been great to see all the children giving their best and enjoying this
experience.
We wish you a very Happy Easter Holidays Year 5 – you most definitely deserve a break after
all of your efforts this term.

Mr Johnston (Assistant
Head and Year 5
leader), Miss Wherly,
Mrs Sharratt and Mrs
Williams

Year 6
We've made it to the end of the term! Well done to all of our children (and their adults!) for all of the effort out into this
term. We wish you all the best for the break and hope it's a restful one.
The time off provides our children a more relaxed setting to do some final revision/practice in preparation for SATs.
There's only 5 school days left until the tests start, so ensure you are using CGP books and other online tools to help
with revision.
https://www.thenational.academy/sats-preparation has some useful test questions that provide instant feedback.
BBC Bitesize is a good place for recapping ideas.
We have also set up some LbQ quizzes that can be access using the codes shared on ClassDojo over the break.
If you need anything else, please don't hesitate to message your class teachers. One last favour - please ensure your
children are ready to learn upon their return and that you have discussed the seriousness of their next 2 weeks with
them. Having the right attitude towards the SATs is half the battle. We will be providing a pastry breakfast in the
morning for all children during SATs week and be inviting them in slightly earlier to enjoy time with their friends and get
into the right mindset.

Mr Payne (Assistant Head and Year 6 Leader), Mrs Harrison and Mr Openshaw

Attendance and Family Welfare Team
Attendance

WEEKLY WINNERS (w/e 08.04.2022)
KS1 – 1Gamma – 97.3%
KS2 – 5Delta – 97.1%
Whole School Attendance – 91.9%
Congratulations! Your class will receive the Attendance Trophy next week
PLUS you will be rewarded with 5 dojos each!
Here Today Here Tomorrow
Every School Day Matters!
Our schools target for attendance is 96%; this is for the whole school and for every pupil.
**Please Remember to call school by 8:55am to report your child’s absence
02476335697**
Mrs Smith and Miss Keeling are here to support you with any attendance or welfare concerns. Please call or email
us at familywelfare@whitmorepark.org
When accessing this site, you will see lots of information & advice on many different topics. Please
see link below: Helplines | This Morning (itv.com)
Punctuality
We have noticed a large amount of pupils arriving late and coming through the main reception. Can we please just
remind parents that Reception, Years 1, 2, 4 and 6 doors open at 8.45am and Year 3 and 5 doors at 8.50am. Please
ensure your child is on time on the playground in the morning ready to meet their class teachers.

Now most restrictions have eased in the UK and around the world, Many people are now looking to get away on
holiday. Can we please just remind you that holidays in term time will not be authorised and can lead to a Fixed
Penalty Notice (FPN). Only under exceptional circumstances will we authorise a holiday request. Please also
make sure you complete a Exceptional Leave in Term Time form, you can collect the form from the school office.
Attendance Rewards
This week we have awarded children for their fantastic attendance! Children have received rewards for 100% attendance and for
96% and above. We are so pleased to have been able to award children for their efforts this term and we want to extend our
thanks and appreciation to YOU parents and carers for continuing to support Whitmore Park Primary with improving our overall
attendance, in what has been a challenging year so far.

Watch this space for exciting Summer term Attendance events which we will be promoting after Easter! (picture of a summer
drink and parasol?)
Lost Property
Our lost property bins are FULL of school jumpers and sweatshirts – all un-named! This week we have been looking through the
lost property and reuniting items to their owners. Sadly, we cannot identify who the un-named items belong to and we will be
donating anything unclaimed to our pre-loved clothing bank. Next term we will be holding a Pre-Loved uniform sale in school, if
you have any items you’d like to donate please bring to the school office. More details to follow after Easter.
Boot Fund – add info from last week plus this - please make sure that your applications are in school by the end of April. For
more information please contact Mrs Smith.

PE / Sports News
We have had a great week within the P.E Team having so many children represent our school in a range of
different School Games events. We had our year 3 gymnastics team who took part in the competition at
Tribe which is located in the Warwickshire Business Park. The year 3 team had to perform a 2 minute
routine and then also a vault exercise. The children did really well and also had fun on the gymnastics
equipment within the centre. The team finished within 7th place and were great role models for our school.
We also had the Year 6 Indoor Athletics team who took part in the Coventry West Final against two other
schools. The year 6 team did really well and finished in 2nd place, and as a school we are so proud of their
efforts.
This week is also the last week of our after school clubs, and children have had the opportunity to take part
in a range of different sports from Athletics, Dance, American Football Flag, Football, Basketball and
Multisport, the P.E Team have been so impressed with all the pupils efforts in learning new skills! Mr Parry
will be sending an email out over Easter half term, so if children wish to participate and have been inspired
by these sports, how they can take part outside of school.
The P.E Team would like to wish everyone a fun and relaxing Easter break

Reading
As the Spring term of this academic year comes to an end, at Whitmore Park we are continuing to
encourage ALL of our children to read, read and read some more! Reading is a key life skill and its value is
fundamental within our curriculum; as a school we are extremely dedicated to all our children learning to
foster a love of reading.
Whilst being at home and enjoying the Easter holidays, we would encourage all children to continue
reading throughout it whether that is an e-book, a blog, a football analysis, stories, a magazine or brochure
for a holiday, every reading experience counts and can develop your child as a reader. It could also be that
whilst you are out and about, you ask your children to read local signs or maps to give directions, reading
can be fun even in the holidays!
This week’s recommendation is themed around our Mental Health theme of ‘What makes you happy?’
A fantastic book of poetry to read out loud and make you smile! Twenty
original poems from award winning poet Joseph Coelho designed to be read
aloud to project happiness, conjure happiness, make you laugh or cheer others
up. This is a book for any child who wants to build confidence reading aloud or
wants a way to channel their speech and drama confidence. It is a book to
foster a love of words and the power that comes with the spoken word. It will
show children how speaking a poem aloud has a certain magic, almost like
reading a spell. Poems can be read aloud to an audience, muttered quietly to
yourself or whispered in the ear of someone who needs to hear some cheerful
words.
Happy Reading!
Mrs Sandhu and Mr Johnston (English Team)

Online Safety Poster Competition 2022
The moment you have all been waiting for! I am pleased to announce the winners and runners up for the Online
Safety Poster Competition 2022.
So many of your posters were bright, colourful, and well thought out. Most importantly though they all highlighted
the importance of staying safe when online and really showcased how much you know about how to be safe online.
It was really difficult to pick the winners and runners up because all your designs were just so fantastic and everyone
who entered should feel proud about what they have created.
Everyone who entered a poster into the competition will receive 5 dojos and a runner up certificate celebrating their
effort.
The winners will receive a Winners certificate celebrating their achievement. As well as this their posters will be
displayed in all classrooms around the school and on the school website and Twitter for the whole world to enjoy and
learn from.
Thanks again to everyone for all your hard work and a big congratulations to the runners and winners!

If you would like to check out all the different posters, a video compilation of the entries has been
uploaded onto the school Twitter!
The winners of the competition were:
Jessica and Gracie (Year 6)

Our School Nursing Team Health focused websites
Coventry School Nurses have launched two websites, one aimed at children and another
tailored towards teenagers:
www.healthforkids.co.uk offers a fun way for children to learn about health with games,
activities and quizzes.
www.healthforteens.co.uk hosts videos and webchats as well as articles to educate teenagers
on a range of health topics such as contraception, mental health, drugs and alcohol.
Chat Health texting service Chat health is a free service that enables 11-18 year olds across
Coventry to send confidential SMS text messages to School Nurses who will provide impartial
advice and support. The number to text is 07507 331949.
Parent Advice Parents can call the School Nurses between 8.30am -16.30pm, Monday to Friday
on 02475189190 to discuss any child health concerns they may have.
For advice and support from your school nurse please text "Chat Health" on 07507 329114 9am5pm Monday to Friday. If your child is unwell please call your GP or call 111. For medical
emergencies ring 999.

Useful Links
Finance
Coventry Independent Advice Service is a charity offering free advice, information and support
to Coventry residents. Our service is confidential and our skilled advisers can help you with
things like:
• Identifying entitlement to benefits and helping you make claims
• Helping you to sort out debt or other money problems
• Challenging decisions on benefit claims
Domestic Abuse
Coventry Haven - ensure safety and empowerment for women and children who are
subjected to Domestic Violence and Abuse (DVA) in any form. They offer a range of services
including a Safe To Talk Helpline 0800 111 4998 or 024 7644 4077
(Monday to Friday 9am-4.30pm)
National Domestic Abuse Line (REFUGE) - Refuge supports women, children and men
experiencing domestic violence with a range of services including a 24-hour helpline
0808 2000 247.
Mental Health & Wellbeing
Young Minds - a national charity which supports children and young people with mental health
and well being. They have specific resources for young people around COVID-19, and also
offer support to parents.
Childline - Childline is available to help anyone under 19 in the UK with any issue they’re going
through. You can talk about anything. Whether it’s something big or small, they have trained
counsellors to support you. The helpline is 0800 1111 and is available between 9am to midnight
every day.
Samaritans - Coventry & District Samaritans is an independent charity, run entirely by unpaid
volunteers. They provide a free 24-hour helpline for people who are upset, troubled or who are
feeling suicidal. Call 116 123 at any time of the day or night or email jo@samaritans.org.
In addition to their normal services Samaritans has set up a confidential support line for NHS
workers and volunteers in England. This operates from 7am to 11pm every day. NHS staff can, of
course, still use the 24 hour helpline if they prefer.
Pathways Family Hub
Our local Family Hub is ‘Pathways’, they are based at Radford Primary School. You can
follow them on Facebook or Twitter for information about local events and support
for families. Facebook - pathwaysfamilyhub Twitter - hubsfamily Tel: 02476978130

