Whitmore Park Newsletter

25th March 2022

Message from Mrs McGibney
Dear Parents/Carers,
This week I have had the pleasure of talking to the children about their love of reading,
the authors they choose to read and the types of books they enjoy. I was absolutely blown
away by the children's knowledge and the way they spoke about their reading with
confidence and enthusiasm. It was also fantastic to see our dedicated teachers and
teaching assistants working with children and engaging them in their learning.
It has been lovely to see the children outside utilising our wonderful grounds for
orienteering, science investigations and gardening.
I hope all the mums, aunties, grandmas/nans and all of those who look after children
within families have a lovely day on Sunday.
Mrs McGibney
Health and Safety
School Crossing Patrol
We have been notified by the School Crossing Patrol Team at the Local Authority that due to unforeseen circumstances, the
crossing on Halford Lane is unable to be staffed this week and may be longer. They have assured us that they are working
hard to resolve this issue.
Head Lice Information
We have been informed that there has been a case of head lice in school. Please see information via this link on how to
check and treat your child as necessary:
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/head-lice-and-nits/
Polite Reminder about Parking
In the interest of health and safety and good neighbour relations, please can parents/carers take care to park responsibility
when dropping off and collecting pupils around the school site. We have received feedback from neighbours of some cars
blocking driveways, parking on yellow lines or blocking the pavement. Many thanks for your co-operation.
Please see below guidance for if your child/anyone in the household develops COVID-19 symptoms.
What to do if you/your child develops symptoms of COVID 19
o For most people, especially children, COVID-19 will be a mild illness.
o The most common symptoms of COVID-19 are recent onset of:
o New continuous cough and/or
o High temperature and/or
o Loss of, or change in, normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia)
Please do not send your child to school if they have any of the above symptoms.
If anyone in the household develops any of these symptoms of COVID-19, they are strongly advised to remain at home and
avoid contact with others. If you are symptomatic, you should take an NHS PCR test at a test site and NOT a rapid test taken
at a community testing site or at home (an LFT test). Anyone that attends one of our community testing sites with symptoms
of COVID-19 will be redirected. When COVID-19 is circulating, it is worth also being aware of the wider symptoms of COVID19 including: sore throat, headache, muscle ache, fatigue, shortness of breath, blocked/runny nose, diarrhoea and vomiting,
and cold-like symptoms.

Reading
This week, the English Team alongside Mrs McGibney and Mrs Squires have had the opportunity to go into classrooms
across the school to see how great we are at reading. We were very impressed and excited to see so many children sharing
their love of books and authors during Reading for Pleasure sessions. Children were also able to talk about different skills that
they had been taught such as retrieval, inference and prediction and knew how to use these skills to show their understanding
of a variety of texts. It was also great to see children listening attentively to a variety of stories being read by their class
teachers.
At Whitmore Park, reading is at the heart of our curriculum and we want to ensure that every child has a love of reading. To
help children in school to achieve this, we want every child to read…read…read. Please continue to read 5 times with your
child at home so they can gain their stamp each week. Reading is a key life skill and its value is fundamental within our
curriculum; as a school we are extremely dedicated to all our children learning to foster a love of reading.
Mrs Sandhu and Mr Johnston (English Team)

Class Teacher Messages…
Nursery
The Nursery children have been working together on a big display board in the classroom based on a
book that we have shared called “Owl Babies” When the display is complete I will put a photograph on
Seesaw to show you our wonderful art work.
We have enjoyed the lovely weather in the Nursery garden this week. We are working towards opening
our large climb in sandpit again. This is extremely popular with the children and we are all very excited to
be able to use this once more.
It can get very warm in the Nursery garden in the afternoon, please can the
children bring a named sun hat to Nursery that they can keep in their bag.
Mrs Ruth McShane

Reception
This week the children in Reception have been learning about our planet Earth. We really enjoyed
using Google Earth to zoom in and find our school! We also looked at other places on our planet such
as the Antarctic and the Sahara desert. We have continued with recycling and have designed and
created recycled bottle top monsters! We have been learning about 3D shapes in Numeracy
- they have begun to learn the following shapes… sphere, cylinder, cube, cone and pyramid.
Have a great weekend, please send reading folders in on Monday.
Miss Ridgway (Early Years Leader), Miss Blower and Miss Mosey

Year 1
This week in science, the children have been looking at differences between trees. The children
looked at the trees in our grounds and then chose three to take a bark rubbing from. They then
measured the trunk of the tree using their hands and compared the three trees.
In spelling, we have been enjoying the sunny weather by taking part in spelling
orienteering. The children were given a number to find and then they had to write
down the word that matched the picture.
Miss Skidmore, Mrs Ellis (Year 1 Leader), Miss McShane

Year 2
Year 2 have been hooked by our new book in English this week. They enjoyed making predictions about
what would happen in the book “Meerkat Mail.” They discovered the book was about a Meerkat called
Sunny who lived in the Kalahari Desert. The children also pretended that they were Sunny and wrote
notes to other the Meerkats explaining why they needed some space.
The children have also impressed their teachers with their work on Fractions in Maths. They were able to
identify quarters and thirds and explain how they knew. We have also been revising what we have already
learnt. The children went on a Maths hunt outside to find and solve tricky questions.
We were excited to learn about the famous Botanist “Jane Colden” in Science. The children wrote fact files
about her and were shocked to learn that she didn’t go to school!
In Humanities, we learnt about Brazil and compared it to the UK. The children pretended that they were
travel agents and recorded their own videos explaining why you should visit Brazil.
As the weather is getting warmer, please can we remind you to
send sun hats in with your children.
Mrs Sandhu, Mrs Gill (Year 2 Leader), Mrs Nolan

Class Teacher Messages…
Year 3
Year 3 have had a fantastic week. In English, we have started work on letter writing and have loved finding out all
about what Ms Mac has been up too in Brazil. In Maths we have carried on our fractions topic and finding equivalent
fractions. For Science we learnt all about what foods are healthy for us and we enjoyed creating our own healthy meal
yesterday. We had a lovely reading for pleasure session on Monday and everyone enjoyed bringing in their books and
sharing them with each other. As the sun has been fantastic we have taken our PE lessons outside and began
orienteering. The children have worked really hard at creating their own silly face using the sports equipment. They
did great at making their own keys for the other children to follow and are really looking forward to next week. All the
Year 3 staff are so proud of how much they are all working at the moment. Keep it up Year 3!

Miss Khan (Year 3 Leader), Miss Hussain and Miss Waddell.

Year 4
In English, we have started to read about the life of Roald Dahl and discuss the purpose of
biographies and auto-biogrpahies. We have explored the difference between fact and opinion
and practised starting sentences with fronted adverbials for manner. In maths, we have
learnt how to identify tenths and hundredths and recognise the place value of decimals. In
science, we have made complete circuits and in humanities we have researched Viking gods
and Viking life.
Miss Cox (Year 4 Leader), Mrs Hatton and Miss Chapman

Year 5
It has been a fantastic week in Year 5 with lots of brilliant learning taking place. In English, we
have launched our new book ‘Hacker’ and the children have enjoyed reading this book and
completing work on this. We have retrieved facts, created character descriptions and
produced conversations using direct speech. In maths, we have come to the end of our work
on decimals and the children should feel proud of the understanding they have shown during
this unit of work. In humanities this week, the children located countries in Europe and
created a key for their findings. Whilst in PE, the children enjoyed orienteering and
demonstrated great map reading skills to complete activities.
Mr Johnston (Assistant Head and Year 5 leader), Miss Wherly, Mrs Sharratt and Mrs Williams

Year 6
What a lovely week it's been! Everything is so much better when the sun shines and Year 6 have
loved the opportunity to do some learning and lessons outdoors! Let's hope it stays around for some
time!
Preparations are well under way for SATs, with only 4 weeks of learning left. The children have begun
revising in school to ensure they achieve their best and they are working their socks off every day
(and night!). Keep up the support, and enjoy sharing the fact that we have lots of treats planned for
once the SATs are over. We will also be focusing on transitions to secondary schools and meeting
with their future teachers, so ensure you've checked their websites and responded to any letters
you've received to keep up to date with what's going on.
Mr Payne (Assistant Head and Year 6 Leader), Mrs Harrison and Mr Openshaw

Attendance and Family Welfare Team
Attendance
WEEKLY WINNERS (w/e 21/03/2022)
KS1 –
KS2 –
Whole School Attendance –
Congratulations! Your class will receive the Attendance Trophy next week
PLUS you will be rewarded with 5 dojos each!
Here Today Here Tomorrow
Every School Day Matters!
Our schools target for attendance is 96%; this is for the whole school and for every pupil.
**Please Remember to call school by 8:55am to report your child’s absence
02476335697**
Mrs Smith and Miss Keeling are here to support you with any attendance or welfare concerns. Please call
or email us at familywelfare@whitmorepark.org
Holidays in term time
Now most restrictions have eased in the UK and around the world, many people are looking to go on
holiday. Can we please remind you that holidays in term time will not be authorised and can lead to a
Fixed Penalty Notice (FPN). Only under exceptional circumstances will we authorise a holiday request.
Please also make sure you complete a Exceptional Leave in Term Time form, you can collect the form from
the school office. This is in line with the DFE guidance on school attendance.
Easter Attendance Awards
2 WEEKS TO GO FOLKS! Can you make it to our target of 96% attendance for this term? Or will you go the
extra mile and get 100%? Prizes will be awarded in assemblies in the last week. Keep going everyone!

School Uniform Donations
We are still taking donations of good, used school uniform and coats. Please drop off any items at the school
office.
Uniform can be expensive, if you are short of any items please contact Mrs Smith at
familywelfare@whitmorepark.org or call the school.
Coventry Children’s Boot Fund
Coventry Children Boot Fund can provide a voucher for brand new pair of school shoes from Charles
Agar for eligible families. We regularly send applications and can provide a supporting letter on behalf of
school. The next deadline for applications is the end of April. Please contact Mrs Smith for an application
form.

Lost Property
Our lost property bins are filling up with items including coats, trainers and lots of school uniform! If your
child is missing anything please let us know. We will be going through lost property and anything which is
unnamed and unclaimed before Easter may be donated.

SEND
What beautiful weather we have been experiencing! Sunshine = gardening and outdoor exploration

So far we have planted beetroot, radish, cauliflower, carrots, tomatoes and sunflowers.
Spring Into Action has been shared by Thrive and I am loving these ideas. Please do send in
photos of your children enjoying the Spring if you are happy for us to include it in this section of the
newsletter. We love to find out what is available or happening locally.

