
Message from Mrs McGibney

Dear Parents/Carers,

Health and Safety

Whitmore Park Newsletter 11th March 2022

.

Polite Reminder about Parking
In the interest of health and safety and good neighbour relations, please can parents/carers take care to park responsibility
when dropping off and collecting pupils around the school site. We have received feedback from neighbours of some cars 

blocking driveways, parking on yellow lines or blocking the pavement. Many thanks for your co-operation.
COVID19 Information

For up-to-date Covid-19 guidance by click on the link https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus.  
Parents are no longer required to wear a face covering when on the school site.

Please do not arrive more than 5 minutes before the class start time, where possible (we understand that you may have 
more than one child to drop off).

Please see below guidance for if your child/anyone in the household develops COVID-19 symptoms.
What to do if you/your child develops symptoms of COVID 19 

For most people, especially children, COVID-19 will be a mild illness.

The most common symptoms of COVID-19 are recent onset of:

new continuous cough and/or
high temperature and/or

a loss of, or change in, normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia)

Please do not send your child to school if they have any of the above symptoms.

If anyone in the household develops any of these symptoms of COVID-19, they are strongly advised to remain at home and 
avoid contact with others. If you are symptomatic, you should take an NHS PCR test at a test site and NOT a rapid test taken 
at a community testing site or at home (an LFT test). Anyone that attends one of our community testing sites with symptoms 
of COVID-19 will be redirected. When COVID-19 is circulating, it is worth also being aware of the wider symptoms of COVID-
19 including: sore throat, headache, muscle ache, fatigue, shortness of breath, blocked/runny nose, diarrhoea and vomiting, 

and cold-like symptoms.  

If any of your lateral flow or PCR tests are positive you are strongly advised to isolate, register your LFT test and follow this 
guidance.

Access to LFT and PCR Tests
For information regarding access to lateral flow tests see:

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing/regular-rapid-coronavirus-tests-if-you-do-not-have-symptoms/
Please book a PCR test (if you have symptoms) via the online portal or by ringing 119. 

Please note that we are no longer able to access Lateral Flow Tests to give out to families, so we are unable to distribute 
them on the playground going forward.

Vaccinations
For information regarding vaccinations click on the link:  https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-

vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/

We have had another very productive week in school! The children have continued to do their very 
best to make progress in their learning. We had a wonderful day last week celebrating reading as 
part of the World Book day initiative. We hope you have heard about the wonderful work the 
children have completed and that their passion for reading has been reinvigorated! Research has 
shown that ‘ The amount a child reads is the biggest factor affecting their academic success!’
Teachers held discussions with the children where they were able to share their worries about the 
ongoing situation in Ukraine. We will continue to support our children through this difficult time. I’d 
also like to thank you for the support and generosity you have given to the appeal for resources.

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1056991/220224_Schools_guidance.pdf
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing/regular-rapid-coronavirus-tests-if-you-do-not-have-symptoms/
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/


Nursery

Reception

Year 1

Year 2

Class Teacher Messages…

Mrs Ruth McShane

Miss Skidmore, Mrs Ellis (Year 1 Leader), Miss McShane

Mrs Sandhu, 

Mrs Gill (Year 2 

Leader), Mrs 

Nolan

Miss Ridgway (Early Years Leader),  Miss Blower and Miss Mosey

We have had a great week in Year 2. In Science, we began to look at 
the big question of, ‘What does a plant look like during the different 
stages of its life cycle?’ To begin to answer this question, we planted 
our very own beans and create mini greenhouses for them. We will be 
using our observation skills to see what happens to them!
We started looking at money in Maths. We began by exploring money 
and understanding the values of coins and notes. We then began to 
solve problems involving money including adding amounts and finding 
change.   
In Humanities, we have been looking at different places across the 
world that have hot and cold climates. We looked at where the places 
were on a globe and atlas and learnt why they were hot and cold.
In English, we have enjoyed reading our text, ‘The Disgusting 
Sandwich’. We spent some time learning how to use adjectives and 
nouns to create expanded noun phrases. We then used this skill and 
wrote a description for the disgusting sandwich. 

The Nursery children had a fantastic time dressing up for World Book Day. 
Thank you to the parents for making such a huge effort. In Nursery we 
celebrated books in lots of ways. We set out some story trays for the children to 
re-tell some of the books that we have shared. We had a puppet theatre with 
story puppets and lots of boxes of books placed around Nursery. Every adult in 
Nursery read their favourite stories to the children throughout the day. It really 
was a special day to remember.
This week in Nursery we are reading one of my favourite stories. “Pip and Posy 
and the Super Scooter” We will be talking about the story and thinking about 
sharing, turn taking and being kind to our friends.
Have a lovely week.

This week in Reception we have been rehearsing the story 'This is the Bear'. 
Teachers have put the story maps on Seesaw - show your child and see if they 
can retell the story to you at home. We have learned all about number 10 in 
Numeracy. Children are beginning to remember some number bonds within 10. 
This is also something that you can practise at home... can your child tell you 
two numbers that make 10? (They can use their fingers to help). We have also 
been learning about rubbish and where our rubbish goes - we helped Mr Fox 
sort some recycling materials for his bins. Hopefully they will be able to help you 
with this at home! Have a great weekend everyone and please remember to 
send reading folders in on Monday.

This week, in Science we have learnt some facts about plants and recorded 
some facts to make their own plant videos. With Spring in full swing, now is 
a great time to try and identify and name any plants you see whilst in the 
garden or walking around.
In Humanities, we have written some fantastic facts about Queen Victoria 
that we have been learning over the last two weeks. Over the next few 
weeks, we will be learning about Florence Nightingale, Mary Seacole and 
Lord Shaftsbury if you would like to do some research at home and earn 
some dojos!
Another great week in Year One! Keep up the great work and remember to 
keep reading 5 times each week!



Year 4

Miss Cox (Year 4 Leader), Mrs Hatton and Miss Chapman

Year 3

Year 6

Class Teacher Messages…

Year 5

Miss Khan (Year 3 Leader), Miss 

Hussain and Miss Waddell

Mr Payne (Assistant Head and Year 6 Leader), Mrs Harrison and Mr Openshaw

Mr Johnston (Assistant Head and Year 5 leader), Miss Wherly, Mrs Sharratt and Mrs Williams

Year 3 have had a fantastic week. We have carried on our Literacy work around The World According to 
Humphrey and are still really enjoying it. We have been able to think of lots of sentences using adverbs and 
have learnt even more subordinating conjunctions that we are using to write an instruction text on how to 
look after a hamster. In Maths we have explored a lot around fractions. We have started to count in tenths 
and have been working really hard at adding fractions together to make a whole. For our Science lesson we 
had lots of fun building a skeleton and we found out why our skeleton is so important. We have learnt 
about all our different bones and what they are called. In Humanities we found out about why the Romans 
had to leave and what happened when the Anglo-Saxon arrived. A great week from all year 3 children and 
the year 3 teachers are so impressed with how hard they are working.

In Year 4, we have been practising our multiplication tables in preparation for our Year 4 
Multiplication Check. We have also been developing our written multiplication 
methods. In English, we have continued to read 'The Lost Happy Endings.' We have learnt 
how to use fronted adverbials for place and frequency, and how to use adverbs and 
adjectives to write descriptively. Next week, we will use these skills to write our own 
stories. In science, we have learnt the dangers of electricity and how electricity is used in 
the home. In RE, we have begun to discuss the beliefs of different religions about god 
and in RHE we have discussed our hopes and dreams for the future. In PE, we are 
learning how to play court bench ball.

It has been another action-packed week in Year 5. In maths, we have continued our work 
with decimals and learnt how to compare and order decimals with tenths, hundredths and 
thousandths. Whilst in English, the children have enjoyed learning about famous landmarks 
from the city of Barcelona and applying writing skills such as: brackets, conjunctions and 
relative clauses. This week, the children have been writing about the Camp Nou, Las 
Ramblas and Park Guell. In humanities, it was great to see the children showing great 
perseverance and team work when using four and six figure grid references to locate places 
on a map. Whilst in PE, the children enjoyed learning how to use the chest pass in netball. 
Well done a great week Year 5; keep trying to be the best that you can be!

Year 6 returned triumphant from their Athletics competition this week, where 27 of our 
amazing athletes brought home the win and secured their place in the Athletics final. Not 
only do we have great runners, jumpers and throwers, but our pupils have been training 
hard and competing in successful rowing competitions too! So many of them are involved 
in additional sports opportunities and we thoroughly enjoy celebrating their successes 
each week!
We had a visitor on Thursday called Jenna Hyde. Jenna presented a talk about Growth 
Mindset to inspire the children and promote resilience in them as learners. It was a great, 
interactive session and a joy to see our 6s so involved. They will reap the benefits during 
SATs week and we love seeing their young minds grow and develop.



Reading

At Whitmore Park, reading is at the heart of our curriculum, and we 
want to ensure that every child has a love of reading. To help children in 
school to achieve this, we want every child to read…read…read. Please 
continue to read 5 times with your child at home so they can gain their 
stamp each week. Reading is a key life skill, and its value is fundamental 
within our curriculum; as a school we are extremely dedicated to all our 
children learning to foster a love of reading.
We thoroughly enjoyed World Book Day last week. It was fantastic to see 
so many children dressed up as their favourite characters. We had a 
wonderful day exploring our chosen school text called Maybe by Kobi
Yamada. Children wrote stories, created artwork, poems and letters all 
based around the story.

Here are a few pictures of the children from World Book Day:

Mrs Sandhu and 
Mr Johnston 

(English Team)



Attendance and Family Welfare Team

Attendance
WEEKLY WINNERS (w/e 11/03/2022) 

KS1 – 1Gamma & 2Beta – 97.3%
KS2 – 3Beta – 97.6%

Congratulations! Your class will receive the Attendance Trophy next week 
PLUS you will be rewarded with 5 dojos each!

Here Today Here Tomorrow
Every School Day Matters!

Our schools target for attendance is 96%; this is for the whole school and for every pupil.

**Please Remember to call school by 8:55am to report your child’s absence
02476335697**

Mrs Smith and Miss Keeling are here to support you with any attendance or welfare concerns.  Please 
call or email us at familywelfare@whitmorepark.org

Punctuality
We have noticed a large amount of pupils arriving late and coming through the main reception. Can we 
please just remind parents that Reception, Years 1, 2, 4 and 6 doors open at 8.45am and Year 3 and 5 
doors at 8.50am. Please ensure your child is on time on the playground in the morning ready to meet 

their class teachers. 

Holidays in term time
Now most restrictions have eased in the UK and around the world, Many people are now looking to get 

away on holiday. Can we please just remind you that holidays in term time will not be authorised and 
can lead to a Fixed Penalty Notice (FPN). Only under exceptional circumstances will we authorise a 

holiday request.

Easter Attendance Awards
Children will remember from our Attendance assembly earlier this year that 

we have some great prizes planned for all children receiving 100% 
attendance at the end of term. The prizes will be awarded in the last week of 
term in assembly. As always, children who have achieved our magical 96.5% 
will receive prizes also. Keep your eyes peeled for the prizes on display in the 

week or so!
Can you make it to 100%? Only 4 weeks to go!

mailto:familywelfare@whitmorepark.org


Attendance and Family Welfare Team

School Uniform
We are creating a Preloved Uniform bank in school. If you have any outgrown uniform which is 

still in a good condition, we would be happy for your donations.
In particular we would like these items;

Sweatshirts (particularly larger sizes)
Trousers (particularly age 9/10/11)

Winter coats (all sizes)
Polo Shirts (ages 9/10/11)

If you require any uniform items for your children please contact Mrs Smith 
familywelfare@whitmorepark.org or call the school office. 

Uniform can be expensive, please reach out if you are short of any items and we will help to 
provide these for you. Recycling clothes is also a great way to help the environment!

Coventry Children’s Boot Fund
Coventry Children Boot Fund can provide a voucher for brand new pair of school shoes 
from Charles Agar for eligible families. We regularly send applications and can provide 
a supporting letter on behalf of school. The next deadline for applications is the end of 

April. Please contact Mrs Smith for an application form.

Coventry Blaze Offer!

mailto:familywelfare@whitmorepark.org


•Does your Child or Young Person have (or may have) Autism?

•Would you like a better understanding of their behaviours?

We are pleased to inform you that SENDIASS has partnered up with Coventry 
Complex Communication Team to run an online session providing information and 
support to parents and carers of children of primary (4-11) and secondary ages (11-

16). See below, or attached for session details.

To book a place please contact SEND Information, Advice and Support 
Service (SENDIASS) and QUOTE: ‘CCT’ email: iass@coventry.gov.uk or Tel: 024 7669 

4307.

mailto:iass@coventry.gov.uk


Breakfast & After School Club 

PE / Sports News

Amazing start to the return of our after school clubs this week, it has been wonderful for the 
P.E Team so see so many children taking part and enjoying all the different activities which 

are on offer.
We have also had a lot of competition this week for our Year 6’s. We had our Year 6 rowing 

boys team represented Coventry West in their level 3 county competition in Leamington. Mr 
Parry was very impressed with their performance, the team unfortunately did not 

finish within the top 3 sections, but gave a very spirited performance and finished 6th. We 
also had our Year 6 Sports hall Athletics team, where twenty six year 6 children took part in 

the region heats at Xcel Centre Coventry, and congratulation to them, they finished 1st in 
their heat, and progress onto the next round.

This week in Breakfast and After School Club, the children have been 
making their own keyrings and bracelets!



Useful Links

Our School Nursing Team Health focused websites

Coventry School Nurses have launched two websites, one aimed at children and another tailored 
towards teenagers:  
www.healthforkids.co.uk offers a fun way for children to learn about health with games, activities 
and quizzes. 
www.healthforteens.co.uk hosts videos and webchats as well as articles to educate teenagers on a 
range of health topics such as contraception, mental health, drugs and alcohol.

Chat Health texting service Chat health is a free 
service that enables 11-18 year olds across 

Coventry to send confidential SMS text messages 
to School Nurses who will provide impartial 

advice and support. The number to text is 07507 
331949.

Parent Advice Parents can call the School Nurses 
between 8.30am -16.30pm, Monday to Friday on 

02475189190 to discuss any child health 
concerns they may have.

For advice and support from your school nurse 
please text "Chat Health" on 07507 329114 9am-

5pm Monday to Friday. If your child is unwell 
please call your GP or call 111. For medical 

emergencies ring 999.

Finance 
Coventry Independent Advice Service is a charity offering free advice, information and support to Coventry 

residents. Our service is confidential and our skilled advisers can help you with things like:
• Identifying entitlement to benefits and helping you make claims

• Helping you to sort out debt or other money problems
• Challenging decisions on benefit claims 

Domestic Abuse
Coventry Haven - ensure safety and empowerment for women and children who are subjected to Domestic 

Violence and Abuse (DVA) in any form. They offer a range of services including a Safe To Talk Helpline 0800 111 
4998 or 024 7644 4077 

(Monday to Friday 9am-4.30pm)
National Domestic Abuse Line (REFUGE) - Refuge supports women, children and men experiencing domestic 

violence with a range of services including a 24-hour helpline 
0808 2000 247. 

Mental Health & Wellbeing
Young Minds - a national charity which supports children and young people with mental health and well being. 

They have specific resources for young people around COVID-19, and also offer support to parents.
Childline - Childline is available to help anyone under 19 in the UK with any issue they’re going through. You can 

talk about anything. Whether it’s something big or small, they have trained counsellors to support you. The 
helpline is 0800 1111 and is available between 9am to midnight every day.

Samaritans - Coventry & District Samaritans is an independent charity, run entirely by unpaid volunteers. They 
provide a free 24-hour helpline for people who are upset, troubled or who are feeling suicidal. Call 116 123 at 

any time of the day or night or email jo@samaritans.org. 
In addition to their normal services Samaritans has set up a confidential support line for NHS workers and 

volunteers in England. This operates from 7am to 11pm every day. NHS staff can, of course, still use the 24 hour 
helpline if they prefer.
Pathways Family Hub

Our local Family Hub is ‘Pathways’, they are based at Radford Primary School. You can follow them on Facebook 
or Twitter for information about local events and support for families. Facebook - pathwaysfamilyhub Twitter -

hubsfamily Tel: 02476978130

Toileting Information Session
Wednesday 16th March 2022 1:00pm – 2:00pm

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/195909770397 https://
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/195909770397

Sleep Information Session
Tuesday 22nd March 2022 10:00am-11:00am

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/195918737217
Challenges in Eating Information Session

Tuesday 29th March 2022 10:00am-11:00am
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/195924664947

Managing Behaviour Information Session
Thursday 07th April 2022 10:00am-11:00am

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/195934815307

http://www.healthforkids.co.uk/
http://www.healthforteens.co.uk/
https://covadvice.org.uk/
https://www.coventryhaven.co.uk/
https://www.refuge.org.uk/
https://youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.childline.org.uk/get-support/contacting-childline/message-from-childline/
https://www.samaritans.org/branches/coventry/
https://www.samaritans.org/how-we-can-help/health-and-care/here-listen-support-line-nhs-people/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/195909770397
http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/195909770397
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/195918737217
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/195924664947
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/195934815307

